
SAL HISTORY ARCHIVES 

From 2016 to 6 May 2023 

If you are eligible, we would really appreciate providing our Squadron 501 an opportunity to 

share our activities with you, in support of a family member who has honorably served America, 

in WWI and also from December 7th, 1941 to today. To be eligible for membership in the Sons 

of the American Legion, you must be a male descendant (son, grandson, stepson, or adopted son) 

of: 

• a member of the American Legion 

• a veteran who died in service during World War I or since December 7, 1941 

• a veteran who died after their honorable discharge from such service 

Annual dues are reasonable - only a nominal $14 per year. 

Our Squadron membership roster is at a great level > 31 (113%) over goal for 2022-2023 year. 

Join and help move that number up! 

For more information on how the membership in the SAL Squadron 501 can enhance your life, 

especially how to enroll, simply click on the SAL insignia located at the top left side of this tab. 

Or - please refer to The Wisconsin Department of the American Legion, website < wilegion.org 

> find the tab “OUR FAMILY”, click on that and select the tab “Sons of the American 

Legion”. Further details on the program, along with a tab for online application are provided 

here. Otherwise, just go to the “CONTACT US” tab at the end of this website, and let us know 

your questions. Also, you could call our Post 501’s phone number provided at the end of each 

tab, and leave a message; we’ll get back to you soonest. Finally, if you are reading this, just go to 

our “CALENDAR” tab, scroll down for the dates when our Post 501 is operational and stop in. 

Soda will be on us.  

****** 

What is happening in this new year 2023? The Sons of the American Legion (SAL) sponsored a 

visit to our Wisconsin Veteran’s Museum, on the morning of April 15. Twenty American Legion 

Family members gathered at Severson-Cairns American Legion Post 501 Clubhouse at 9:30 am. 

Bus departed 9:45 am enroute to the museum. Bus then returned from the museum to American 

Legion Post 501 at 12 noon. We then shared a good luncheon upon return to our American 

Legion Post 501 Clubhouse. A good time was shared by all. American Legion Family members 

included: Bill, Christine, William D., Violet, Cdr. Tom, Cindy, Michael, Steve, Jason, Katrina, 

Jesse, Rebecca, John, Dick, Joe, Ava, Harvey, Christina, Paul and Evan. (See Photo Gallery for 

additional photos.) 



  
On the bus to the Wisconsin Veteran's Museum 
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Attendees enjoyed lunch on their return to American Legion Post 501. 

******* 

Past News From 2022- (retained for historical purposes)  

We are saddened to announce that Squadron 501’s SAL member George Gosda passed away on 

December 10, 2022. His full obituary can be found on Gunderson website: 

https://www.gundersonfh.com/obituaries/George--Daniel-Gosda?obId=26619618#/obituary Info. 

George was a much valued individual, great personality, sense of humor, and willing to put in 

the extra effort to make our SAL Squadron viable. RIP George.  

****** 

Our SAL Squadron 501 held a Holiday Gathering, on December 7th, 2022, an anniversary 

commemorating Pearl Harbor day. SAL members gathered at our Post 501 around 5 PM, and 

shared fellowship and food and libations as we celebrated a great, growing year for the Sons of 

the American Legion. If you have a father or grandfather who has served on active duty, in any 

branch of military service, and you are not a member of our Squadron, you will be able and 

privileged to sign up at this celebration, for the next year, 2023. The photos below represent 

Squadron 501 membership awards presented on December 7, 2022. 
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Sons of American Legion (SAL) Squadron 501's family holiday party at Post 501.  

  
SAL Squadron 501 Commander, Jerry, presented a 10 year membership award to SAL member 

George on 12-7-2022. 

  
SAL Squadron 501 Commander, Jerry, presented a 10 year membership award to SAL member 

Jason on 12-7-2022. 

  
Am. Legion Post 501 Cdr. Tom, presented a 5 year membership award to SAL Squadron 501 

Cdr. Jerry on 12-7-2022. 
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SAL Squadron 501 Commander, Jerry, presented a 25 year membership award to SAL member 

Keith on 12-7-2022. 

****** 

Our SAL Squadron is now at 119% for the 2023 year membership. This provides our Squadron 

with another membership award. Thanks to all who make this happen. 

The Squadron finished the membership year 2022 with 31 members, 134.8% of 2021-2022 

goal!! Terrific work by all. Now we are beginning to recruit membership, to include the dues for 

2023. Membership cards will be sent out to those who reinstate, be one of the first. 

****** 

Our SAL Commander, Jerry Schultz attended the Department of Wisconsin annual convention in 

July, and brought back 4 awards - 3 for membership and one for community service, which our 

Squadron has earned for last year. All share in these recognition’s of good support for our 

Squadron. 

****** 

UPDATE FOR: SAL SQUADRON 501 > IMPORTANT NEWS 

Two new events, which will be a great time for the Squadron 501 SAL members and 

families to attend, in addition, all members of the Post 501 family are invited to these 

events. Come and show your support for the SAL Squadron: 

We did visit to the Wisconsin Veterans Museum, April 15th, 2023 ! 21 Members and family met 

at Post 501 by 9:15 Am that morning, enjoyed a bus ride for drop off, and pick up. Also, a few 

moments at the Saturdays Madison Farmers Market was enjoyed by some. Upon return to Post 
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501, a luncheon by the members of SAL Squadron 501 was well welcomed. A good day for the 

Squadron families. 

****** 

Following the Monona Drive Memorial Day Parade activity, why not visit after and go over to 

the East Side Club on 3735 Monona Drive, by the lake, to enjoy Legion Post 501’s brat sale, and 

observe a Memorial Day American Flag Celebration, scheduled normally at 1 PM. This should 

be an enjoyable patriotic day to be shared with fellow Legion family members. More details to 

follow. Keep in touch. 

****** 

A recent Leadership Election meeting for the SAL Squadron 501 was Wednesday, May 3, 2023. 

Meeting began 6:30 PM, at Post 501, Dempsey Road. New Leadership was installed for the next 

year.  

• Commander - Jerry Schultz 

• First Vice - Membership - Jerry Scalissi 

Second Vice - Activities - William Robbins 

• Adjutant - Paul Newquist 

• Finance - Keith Lovell 

• Sgt at Arms - Eldon Boehm 

Chaplain - Jason Schultz 

• Historian - (open - please apply) 

These leaders stand ready to make the Squadron 501 as active as possible. However, we 

need the assistance of all the members to make this a viable group filled with activities 

which ultimately serve our veterans and families. Join us.  

******* 

Another BIG DAY was September 10th, in which the Wisconsin National Guard’s 115th Fighter 

Wing had a gathering to celebrate the F16 fighter, which has been their primary fighting aircraft, 

last flight over the Truax airfield. If you are a member of the SAL, and assisted in this fabulous 

event in which our Squadron provided Brats and Burgers, our Post 501 specialty, to the families 

in attendance, near the airfield facilities. This was a day not to miss. We thank all those folks 

who supported to provide this service for these warriors and their families. A great day was had 

by all ! 

******************************************************************************

********************************* 
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Dane Cty. 2nd Vice Cdr., Jerry Schultz & Dane Cty. Cdr. Jerry Scalissi, gave every child 

an ALF The Dog, on behalf of the Sons of the American Legion, at the deployment of the 

229th Engineer Co. 

Join the crew of Madison’s Sons of the American Legion in preparation for activities continuing 

in the Year of 2023. Our Squadron is now at 130% of goal !!! Congratulations to all those 

working on membership. We’re determined to get the current membership more involved in 

serving our Veterans, our active duty service members, and those in the National Guard and 

Reserves. Don’t forget retention, since each who has agreed to serve must be kept in the loop on 

activities. Reach out to those members, especially those within your own family.  



This service is one of the pillars of the American Legion, the largest veteran’s group still 

working with Congress to keep the faith in helping America’s warriors receive their benefits 

entitled. 

We intend to not only work in challenging activities, but also have some fun along the way. We 

can plan for a family outing, a picnic lunch, sponsor a Burger and Brat sale, possibly a Post 501 

Saturday breakfast (this occasion is sorely missed these past two years due to the Covid 

Pandemic - members want to see it return), visit the Wisconsin Veteran’s Museum in downtown 

Madison - tentatively scheduled for Saturday, October 22nd, more details to follow. Maybe a day 

fishing on the lakes nearby, possibly a Saturday at a local sportsman’s club in shooting air rifles, 

shotguns, possibly a visit to one of the local National Guard or Reserve installations nearby to 

learn about what their mission is (F35’s are due in within the next year or so - let’s be there to 

welcome these new aircraft and their excellent airmen into our community), generate some funds 

to procure the ALF (American Legion Family) Bear for distribution to families whose service 

members are deploying out of country for a time.  

We need you to join and grow our active team! 

*******  

NEWS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION SAL SQUADRON 501 FOR 2021 

Our Sons of the American Legion (SAL) Squadron 501 is going live ! On the normal Legion 

Meeting evening of the second Wednesday of the month, the last SAL meeting occurred last 

December 2021, If you are a son of a veteran - a father or grandfather or mother or even a 

grandmother, who have actively participated in one of our country’s military services, you are 

welcomed to participate in this SAL meeting. We began planning activities specifically designed 

for furthering the mission of the SAL in keeping our veterans in mind, in respect for what they 

have done for our country’s security and prosperity. You don’t have to be a current member of 

our Squadron, can be assigned to another, but just happen to be in our area. Why not stop in and 

get updated on our mission, and some planned activities for the next year. If you can participate 

in just one activity, we think that it will be a great experience for you to Honor your Dad, Mom, 

Grandad, or Grandmother who have served. 

****** 

NEWS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION SAL SQUADRON 501 FOR 2019 

There is an excellent section in the March 7th, 2019 edition of the “Badger Legionnaire”, Vol 96, 

No.2 concerning “Why do you belong to the Legion Family?” This article has been entered by 

our SAL Detachment Adjutant, David Faust. To touch on the essentials, he describes about why 

he joined, due to his father’s selfless service and sacrifice of his own person for the betterment of 

our Nation. For those who have veterans in their family, it is a way to give something back, to 

show appreciation for those who have stepped up. You can give back by supporting your 

Legion’s Post in its fund-raising activities for children and youth. You will have an opportunity 

to connect directly with veterans, other than just in your own family, who have marched in boots, 



and you will get to march step by step with them today as they continue meeting the mission of 

the American Legion, with it’s four pillars of service as your rally points. 

******* 

For further information of how this organization supports the Veteran, just place your cursor 

over the Sons of the American Legion symbol up top, to the left.  You will be able to review how 

this proud organization provides services for their Veteran fathers, mothers, grandfathers and 

grandmothers. 

 

Two SAL members cleaning up after Legion Post 501 breakfast. 

Annual dues for the 2023 year are still only $14.  Post 501's current SAL Commander is Jerry 

Schultz, who would be most pleased to work with you in joining membership. Just hit the 

"Contact Us" tab on the Post 501 Home Page and leave a message of your concern.  We'll get 

right back to you.  

 


