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Introduction

The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919 as a p&irtbiic S bigjayizton.
Focusing on service to veterans, servicemembers and communities, the Legion evolved from a
group of warweary veterans of World War | into one of the most influential nonprofit groups in
the United States. Membership swiftly grew to over illion, and local posts sprang up across

the country. Today, membership stands at nearly 2 million in more than 13,000 posts
worldwide. The posts are organized into 55 departnsemmne each for the 50 states, along with
the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Frandexico,and the PhilippinegLegion, 2021)

Over the years, the Legion has influenced considerable social change in America, won hundreds
of benefits for veterans and produced many important programs for children and youth.

The American Legion recognizes veterans who served honorably. Veterans are selected to
identify Legion Post in addition to the post numb8eversorCairrs Post No. 501 was
consolidatedrom two earlier postsxamed after these warriord/illiam Bateman Cairrend
Donald CSeversonWilliam Cairns ggedon the Mexican bordewith Brigadier General

Pershing angubsequentlyserved in France. He was the first Madisomaasoldier to be killed

in World War 1Donald Seversopalso born in Madison, Wisconsenlisted n the U.S. Navand
enteredthe U.S. Marine Corps upon the completion of his Navy semieserved various
assignmentsluring the Korean War perio&everson was one of the founders of the Burke Post
which requested the post name to be changedonaldSeverson Post No. 501.

ThisHistoryis dedicated to the members of Post 501, Auxilidnjt 501 andSons of The
American Legiosquadron 50ho livedand enjoyedhese events to the fullest!

t 240 opgma QA0 (0 2 Thé Aclion &tz ¢ | Yy Rssa\tdday.lOur grograms and
activities suppor¥eterans Defense Youth Americanismand Communities
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William Bateman Cairns

r ' The American Legion SeversBairns Post
501 has a proud heritage, formulated
from the names of two local servicemen,
one of whom died in service to his country

in World War |.

The current Post 501 was consolidated
from two earlier posts named after these
two warriors. American Legion Victory
Post 57 was established early on in
Madison anchamed after William

Bateman Cairns. He was born in Madison,
WI, on June &, 1894, the older of two
sons of William B and Dora Cairns. One of
his grandfathers, Samuel Gregory

Ny ; : Bateman, who was born in 1839,

Figurel William Bateman Cairns in France during WW Orlean, NY, was a veteran of the Civil War.

After attending the University of Wisconsin for two years, where his father vpaisfassor, he

was called into military service. In 1916 he was a private in Company G, 1st Wisconsin Infantry,
the Madison company of the National Guard. He served on the Mexican Border from June 19,
1916 to January 10, 1917, serving with the forces under Brigaémer@l Pershing in the

pursuit of the Pancho Villa incursions into the border states.

On July 15, 1917, Cairns' unit, Company G, 127th Infantry, 32nd Division was sent to France tg
reinforce the US forces located in the Gardell sector along the FRfo@e canal near
Hagenbach. His unit was later transferred to the Aikkegne Offensie, conducted near
Roncherres. Here he lost his life on Julyl®8,8,as a result of a German artillery barrage on
the farmhouse in which Cairns was settling his unit down for the engagenidrihat time,
with a rank of Platoon Sergeant, he was alswisgy as Acting Platoon Leader.

William B Cairns was the first Madison area soldier killed in World War lwélkhesspected
Victory Post 57 was named in his honor, the post bewageprimarily of World War |
Veterans. William B. Cairns is buried in Forest Hills Cem@&ecyion 21here in Madison, WI.

Figure2 Cairns Family grave marker. 5 OCT 23.
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Donald C Severson

S

The second service member for which Post
501 commemorates is Donald C Severson.
Born November 10, 1929, he was raised in
Madison, the oldest son of Russell and Rose
Severson.

Donald enlisted in the U.S. Navy on
December 9, 1948, in the Medical Corps.
He served in various assignments during
the Korean war period. Upon completion
of his Navy service, he entered the U.S.
Marine Corps, and served in the Caribbean
area from B52-1953, again in the medical
corps. He attained the rank of Hospital
man Third Class during this time frame.

& /
F
r »

Upon discharge from the militarpe

returned home to Madison, and joined the
American Legion at the Burke Post, being

one of the original founding members.

Burke Post was chartered in 1953. He worked with the Wisconsin Conservation Department
prior to his untimely passing on September 15, 1955. He is buried in Forest Hills Cemetery in
Madison, WI. Upon his death, the Burke legion post Legionnaires reguenstethe Burke

Post, named after the location in which it was established, be renamed on O@06bED55,t0

be the Donald C Severson American Legion Post 501 to honor him. The Post's motto was "The
Action Post  IrefmRins the same motto to this day.

Figure3 Donald C. Severson, U.S. Navy during-NVW

On September 18, 2008, the American Legion Post 57 "Victory Post" was consolidated along
with the American Legion Post 501, to be named the current American Legion SeGaisos

Post 501, located at 105 Dempsey Road, Madison, W1 53714. Post 501 had iseraions in
locations- first located onBurke Roagdthen moved to East Washington Avenue, where the

Office Depot is currently situated and then relocated to Lien Road, near the current East Town.
Finally, an opportunity to purchase their own clubhewsose from what was an ice cream
FLOG2NER:X t20FGSR 2y 5SyLlaSe w2l RXI ySINI 222R

Today, the current members of the American Legion, it's Auxiliary and the Sons of the
American Legion, continue to carry on the programs and services established under the
leadership of those who, before us, have proudly served and sacrificed infooatsr country.
¢CKS YSY2NRIFf KFff FYyR y2g (GKS at2ad | Aad2Ne
history and military uniformed mannequins. Unit 501, the Legion Post Auxiliary, shares space
with an especial display of past Unit President msot This updated room has drawn numerous
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positive comments and is a proud addition to our Post. Our main meeting room has photos of
past Post Commanders, stretching back to the early years of the Severson Post. If you are in the
area, be sure to stop in and learn about our proud service andryist

The State of Wisconsin hasaintaineda longtraditon2 ¥ LJ F @ Ay 3 aA3IYyATFTAOIl y
history, in providing soldiers and support personréamp Randall, locateat the University of
Wisconsin Madison groundsvere usedduring the Civil War. Fort Winnebago was used as a
military hospital during thélackhawk Wars and the Civil War. Other Wisconsin military
installations includeéhe Badger Army Ammunitions Plamtow deactivated, and Camp McCoy
The University of WisconsiMadison wasestablishedas a lanegrantinstitution in 1866
following The Morrill Act of 1862. The UniversifyWisconsira | RA 42y ¢l & Ay (i Sy H
2NJ ySINI GKS aStHaG 2F 320SNYYSyloé

The members oBeversorCairns Post No. 5@bntinue thedutiesof serving when called and
upholding the best traditioa of American fighting spiriPost 501 isocated at 105 Dempsey Rd,
Madison, Wisconsin 5341 which is ira primarily residential neighborhood@he Post is on

good terms with its neighbors and fosters close relationships thr@agivities such adrive-
through Bats and Burger salemnd contributions tanursingeducationscholarships (via the
Forty and Eighprogram)

Becausdost 50lowns its
building the posthasthe
freedom topursueAmerican
Legion activitiess needed
Meetings,dinners,andgroup
activities are held heredistorical
itemsand mementossuch as the
Post Everlastinglaquesareon
display,along withthe pictures of
previouspostcommanders

my

“ Portionsof this history also
appearonlineat:

Figure4 Post 501 Building
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https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/commemorate/family-ties/stories-of-service/6309-william-bateman-cairns.html
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Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion

followmg purposes
000
To uphold and defend the Constitution of the
United States of America; to maintain faw

B T i T T T

and order; to foster and perpetuate a one

hundred percent Americanism; to preserve
the memories and incidents of our associa-
tions in all wars; to inculcate a sense of
individual obfigation to the community, state
and nation; to combat the autocracy of both
the classes and the masses; to make right
the master of might; to promote peace and 90
good will on carth; to safeguard and transmit |
to posterity the principles of justice, freedom

and democracy; to consecrate and sanctify

|
|
|

our comradeship by our devotion to mutual
helpfulness.

* -
* ok ok kA K
* ok ok k kK

Figure5 Preamble to theConstitution of Thémerican Legion
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Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legioxiliary

PREAMBLE

(To its Constitution)

For God and Country we associate ounselves together for the
following purposes:

TJo uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of
Amenica: to maintain law and order: to foster and penpetuate a one
hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memoties and incidents
of our associations in all wars: to inculeate a cense of individual
obligation to the community. state and nation: to combat the autocracy
of both the clacses and the magses: to make right the master of might;
to promote peace and goodwill on eanth: to safequard and tranemit to
postenity the principles of justice, {reedom and democracy; to
participate in and contuibute to the accomplishment of the aime and
purposes of The American Legion: to consecrate and canctify our
association by out devotion to mutual helpfuluess.

Figure6 Preamble to the Constitution @he American Legion Auxiliary
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Chapterl ¢ Roster of Post Officers

Post 501 Leadership
About one month éllowing thar election,the Post Officersvereinstalled onll June2025.
Department Adjutantiulie Muhlepresided.

Commander Jerry Scalissi

15'Vice Commander Phil Ingwell

2"dVice Commander Harvey Phillips

3 Vice Commander Darreld ! W¢ CSdzOK i

Finance Officer Keith Lovell

Chaplain AJ Feucht

Asst. Chaplain Ray McCool

Adjutant/Historian Morris Sadicario

Judge Advocate CoAdvocatelesse Garza
CoAdwcateJames Boll

Service Officer Phil IngwellJr.

Sgt. At Arms Eldon Boehm

Public Relations Harvey Phillips

Executive Committee 3 Year: Bill Robbins

1 year:Paul Reilly
2 year: Christine Robbins

Finance Committee 3year:Darreld ! Wé¢ CS¢
3 year. Bill Robbins
2 year: Open
1 year: Open
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Commanderand Membership Chaiderry
Scalissi

Adjutantand HistoriarMorris Sadicario

15t Vice Commanderhil Ingwell
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2'dVice Commandesnd House Committee
Chair:Harvey Phillips

34 Vice Commandeand Chaplain Darréi ! \
Feucht

Finance Officer Keith Lovell

Judge Advocatdesse Garza
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Sergeat-at-ArmsEldon Boehm

Executive Committee Member Christine
Robbins Website

Executive Committee MembgeBill Robbins

Finance Committee MembePaul Reilly

Pagel| 15




Page |16

Service Officer, Phil Ingwell, Jr




Unit 5010fficers

The following positions were reassigned.
Unit President: Rebecca Lovell
Unit Vice President: Sonja Albright
Unit Treasurer: Cindy Huemmer & Sonja Albright (Backup)
Unit Chapdin: Betty Ingwell
Unit SergeaniAt-Arms: Bill Robbins
Unit Asst. SergearAt-Arms: Eileen Hardy
Unit Historian: Cindy Huemmer
Unit Secretary (appointed): Cindy Huemmer
Unit Membership Chairperson: Sonja Albright & Betty Ingwell, (Joint)
Unit Executive Committee: Chris Robbins, Sonja Albright, Bill Robbins

Unit 501 Presidenand Post501 Facebook ChaiRebecca Lovell
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Figure7 Officers oUnit 501 Auxiliary
Above, from left to right: Sonja Albright, Bill RobbiGkyis Robbingileen HardyBetty Ingwell,
Rebeca LovellEllie Paulsoiideceased)Marge ClarkCindy Huemmer
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Squadron 501 SAL Leadership

CommanderJerry Schultz

FinanceOfficer. Keith Lovell

ChaplainPaul Newuist

Finance Committee: Bill Robbins

Photo pending
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Chapter Z; Roster olLegionChais
Public Relation€hair,Harvey Phillips

Food Committee ChaiKeith Lovell

Committees ' YSNAOIFIYAaYY 5 NNBEf
Badger Boys State: Thomas Stolarczyk
Children and Youth: open
Historian: Morris Sadicario
Honor Flights: open
Junior Shooting SportyVilliam Robbins
Law and Order: Thomas Stolarczyk
Legislative: Morris Sadicario
Membership: Cdr. Jerry Scalissi
National Security: Thomas Stolarczyk
Oratorical: Thomas Stolarczyk
Poppy Drive: William Robbins
POW/MIA: Thomas Stolarczyk
Sick Call: Cdr. Jerry Scalissi
VA Hospital: Cdr. Jerry Scalissi
Vets Council: Alan Kromanaker
Website: Chris Robbins, Morris Sadicario
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Chapter3 ¢ One YeaPost501 History 1 May 205 to 30 April 208

1 May 2025 Folders containing old documents from the past 20+ years belonging to Bud Mautz
were brought to Post 501 by PNC Denise. Over time, several of us will go through the books
looking for historical gems. Then, the books will be given to the Wisconsin Vetehaseum

for archiving and storage. At first glance, many books co¥edistrict history. Here is an
dzy RF SR 0221 GKIG adaA3sSadia moppnQad

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Black Earth ______ The Mickelson-Maxtin Post No. 315
The Mickelson-Martin Post Auxiliary Unit No. 212
Troukdyn —_________ The Benjumin Johnsan Post Na. 160
“The Benjamin Johnson Auxiliary Unil No. 160

---The Jamez Munro Post No. 105
The James Munro Auxiliary Unit No. 195

--The Kerl-Enders-Brannen Post No, 245
The John L. Gulvin Post No, 248

Cambridge

Cross Plains ___
- Cottage Grove .
DEerfeld@eaec o The Wl]ham Tiraeger Post No. 260

The William Drseger Auxiliary Unit No. 260
e HOTRR o sete e £F Edward Olson Post No. 348
| Nadiron@isiats oo William B. Cairns Post No. 57
William B, Cuirns Auxiliary Unit No. b7
Marshall : The Luth ire Post No. 279
Mount Horeb ——____ The Frank E. Malone Post No. 113

The Frank E. Malone Ausiliary Unit No, 113
~The Willism Johnson Post No, 384
The William Johnzon Auxiliary Unit No. 334
__Olix Sumpson Post No. 59
Ois Ssmpson Auxiliary Unit No. 59
Sun Prairic _____ ___The Elmer Peterson Post No. 333
The Elmer Peterson Auxiliary Unit Nu, 333

Orijon amsin s

Stonghton __

The editars wish horewith to thunk «ll those who have helped in {he
callection of materials for this directory inks sire due Dr.
T C. Montgomery for his valuable sssist A
gard & 1. Crowe.

To those who receive a directory free of charge, please nole that this
Das heon mado posaible by those who have usd Ad space In your core
munity.

Additinnal copies may be secured from the editors for §1.75

Edited by:—
Gomrxdes 11. Bogard and I. Crow, 117 Grove St., Mount. Troreb, Wis.

BAVE THIS DIRECTORY—THE ONLY ONE OF IT8 KIND IN AMERIGA

Figure8 Cover and page six of the Dane County Historical Directory. undated.
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3 May 205. First Post Brats and Burger DrAVRruin 2025 Our first customer of the season
was Ben Stein

Figurel0 New member! Karl Moore. 3 MAY 25.
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Figurell Gene Call and Wife. 3 May 25.

Figurel2 (l) Ray Boerke, Dick Veloff, Becky Lovell, Tom Stolarczyk, 3 May 25.
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Post 501 officer results for 282025 year

=

=4 =4 4 -4 -4 -4 4 9 -9 -9 -9 -9 -2

Commanden Jerry Scalissi

1st Vice Commandar Phil Ingwell

2nd Vice Commandar Eldon Boehm

3rd Vice Commander 5 F NNBEf a&! Wé CSdzOKii
Finance Officetr Keith Lovell

Chaplait 5 NNBf &! Wé CSdzOK
Asst Chaplaimn Ray McCool

Adjutant and Historian Morris Sadicario

Judge Advocate Jesse Garza

Service Officer Phil Ingwell Jr.

Sgt. At Arms Eldon Boehm

Asst. Sgt. At Armis John Luttig

Executive Committee Christine Robbins, Paul Reilly
Food CommitteeJerry Schultz

Unit 501 Auxiliary Officers

= =4 4 4 -5 A2 -2

President Rebecca Lovell

Vice President Sonja Albright

Historian- Cindy Huemmer

CoTreasurers Cindy Huemmer and Sonja Albright

SergeantAt-Arms Bill Robbins

Secretary (appointed) Cindy Huemmer

Membership- Betty Ingwell and Sonja Albright

Representation at Post Executive Meetings by 2 from following members (based upon
availability): Sonja Albright, Bill Robbins, Chris Robbins, or Rebecca Lovell.
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7 May 2025. Squadrorb01 held elections.

Sons of theAmericanLegion Squadrorb01 Officers

T

= =4 -4 4 -8 -2

CommanderJerry Scalissi

1VC: open (interim, Jerry Scalissi)
2VC: open (interim, Keith Lovell)
Finance Officer: Keith Lovell
Adjutant: Paul Newquist

Sergeant at Arms: Eldon Boehm
Chaplain: Jason Schultz
Historian: open

14 May 2025 Post 501 and Unit 501 Electidias the 20252026 year

=4 =4 4 4 5 4 5 -5 -5 -5 -5 -9 -9 -9

Commanden Jerry Scalissi

1st Vice Commandar Phil Ingwell

2nd Vice Commandar Harvey Phillips

3rd Vice Commander 5 F NNBf a&a! Wé CSdzOKii
Finance Officer Keith Lovell

Chaplaimt 5 NNBf &! Wé CSdzOK
Asst Chaplaimn Ray McCool

Adjutant and Historian Morris Sadicario

Judge Advocate Jesse Garza

Service Officer Phil Ingwell Jr.

Sgt. At Arms Eldon Boehm

Asst. Sgt. At Armis John Luttig

Executive Committee Christine Robbins, Paul Reilly
Food CommitteeKeith Lovell, assisted by Jerry Schultz

Unit 501 Auxiliary Officers

= =4 4 8 A8 -4

President Rebecca Lovell

Vice President Sonja Albright

Historian- Cindy Huemmer

CoTreasurers Cindy Huemmer and Sonja Albright
SergeantAt-Arms Bill Robbins

Secretary (appointed) Cindy Huemmer
Membership- Betty Ingwell and Sonja Albright
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1 Representation at Post Executive Meetings by 2 from following members (based upon
availability): Sonja Albright, Bill Robbins, Chris Robbins, or Rebecca Lovell.
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17 May 202%and 19 May 2025Buddy Checks.
Met in person. David Oates (5 yrs, GW_Terrorism, US Army), at our Bratibuy®ay 17th:

Gary Schultz (10 years, Vietham, USA), May 19th:
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Robert Koppenhaver (2, Vietham, USA):
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Not home: James Wilk (2 continuous years, Vietham, USMC), Michael Helser (8, Vietnam, USA),
Ronald Hammer (3, Vietham, USAF), Floyd Spoehr (9, Vietnam, USA), Michael Ely (8, Vietham,
USMC).

26 May 20250ur Memorial Day GritOut at the East Side Club
A great time was had by all. The Dogs, Brats and Burgers were flying off the grill as Keith Lovell
calmly kept up with the demand.

We distributed Poppies, too.
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arlon, there was still some green showing (aboe). But it quickly filled up. The JIMMYS played
loud and spirited. Below, the lake view was stunning.

=
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CASHIER

START HERE

e = . J G
(Above) Commander Jerry, 501 member Karl and his wife Elaine were ready for all comers.
Below is a closeup of Karl and Elaine.
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17 June2025.Voiture periodic meeting. Post 501 Commander Jerry Scalissi (ascCBelude

Gare (CdG), Voiture 683) accepted election to the post of Chef de Gare of Voiture 683,
Madison. Now that he has the command, CdG Jerry moved to bring the various 683 property,
manuals, and historical items to Legion Post 501 for safekeepinges#mnt at this meeting

were unanimous in agreeing.

19 July2025 TheWisconsin Historian Association held their meeting during thé"106
Department Convention in Green Bay, WI.

At this meeting, nominations were solicited for Historian of the year for 2822%6. Historian

Morris Sadicario (2023024 award recipient) nominated Charles Konsitzke for his exemplary,
often successful, efforts, of retrieving and identifying fallen Acearisoldiers. His is a work of
supreme historical significance, as he delves into records, reports and reminiscences to locate
the remains.

UW MIA Recovery & Identification Program

‘ UWMIA RECOVERY &
IDENTIFICATION PROJECT

3:30 PM-4:30 PM
¢ Special Guest Speaker & Presenta-
tion
¢ OPENTO THE ENTIRE LEGION
FAMILY

The wellattended 18 January 202presentation by Charles Konsitzke of UXedison held the
audience spellbound by the incredible efforts made by this volunteer group in locating and
identifying, and ultimately repatriating, remains of US soldiers. This project is
fundedentirely by donations Words fail to adequately describe the dedication of the
participants. However, th&llA RIP websitean give you a sense of their efforts and results.

More nominations will be accepted at the next WHA meeting, to be tetthg the2026
Midwinter Conference, to be held at the Oneida Casino Hotel, Green Bay, WI, from January 15
18, 2026.
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The "missing man" table was set up at this presentation in honor of those missing in action.
Eachitem on this tablehas significance.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missing_man_table

July 23, 2025The Scholarship Committee awarded four high school student candidates $500

scholarship each. They are Victoria Boerke, Isabella Garza, Kate Mender, and Lily Sarbacker. The
criteria used can be found in Policy #1. Thyjude

1 Addressingd-our Pillars.

1 Participating irfCommunity Service.

1 Demonstrating support for The American Legion.

1 One of the parents must have been a member of the American Legion.

The Arerican Legion Post 501

‘The Action Post"

PAYTO THE I’% BE

ORDER OF — T

—Fve HusDRED g

Figurel3lIsabella Garza receives the Post 501 Scholarship
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Figurel4 Virginia Boerke receives the Post 501 Scholarship.
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Figurel5Kate Mender with her Post 501 Scholarship.
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August 15,2028 t 2ad0 pnm YSYOSNI 2AffAFLY Db a. Affé
151, 2025.

August 16, 2025t may seem nice and quidutan hour after these photos were taken the
thunderstorms rolled in. We had to hustle to get everything inside!
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1 September2025 Labor Day Grill out at the East Side Club.
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13 September 2025115" Fight Air Wing Family Day.

The Freemasons assisted on the 115th Family Day. From left to right Jesse Garza*, Grand
Secretary Michael DeWolf, PGM, Grand Treasurer Paul T. Tourville, PGM, Annie DeWolf, Keith
Lovell*, Kelli Tourville,ddnmanderJerry Scalissi*, Junior Grand Warden Matthew H. lvens, Phil
Ingwell*, Harvey Phillips*, Alan Kromanaker*, District 1 Deputy Danny L. Bourassa, Eldon
Boehm*, PGM Thomas W, Sheryl, Rygh. (*=Members of Post 501)




Wisconsin Masonic Journal

Richard A. Rygh, Editor
5823 Madsen Circle
Oregon, WI 53575-1711

262-965-2200 Ext. 209
608-444-0074

Grand Lodge Free & Accepted Masons of Wisconsin
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Figurel6 At Oak Park Place for Flag Etiquetted lunch. November 11, 2025

Members of Severse@airns Post 5QMadison, Wiprepare for the flag folding and flag
etiquette ceremony. Significances of the folds were explained. Veteran residents attended.

(11 NOV 25)

December 22, 2025:laq Etiquette presentation. Chaplain & 3VC AJ led the flag etiquette
presentation at Catholic Charities Adult Day Center, Fen Oak Ct., Madison WI. Assisting him
were PPC Tom Stolarczyk and Department Historian Morris Sadicario.
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