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Introduction 
 

The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ organization. 

Focusing on service to veterans, servicemembers and communities, the Legion evolved from a 

group of war-weary veterans of World War I into one of the most influential nonprofit groups in 

the United States. Membership swiftly grew to over 1 million, and local posts sprang up across 

the country. Today, membership stands at nearly 2 million in more than 13,000 posts 

worldwide. The posts are organized into 55 departments: one each for the 50 states, along with 

the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico, and the Philippines. (Legion, 2021) 

Over the years, the Legion has influenced considerable social change in America, won hundreds 

of benefits for veterans and produced many important programs for children and youth. 

The American Legion recognizes veterans who served honorably. Veterans are selected to 

identify Legion Post in addition to the post number. Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 was 

consolidated from two earlier posts named after these warriors: William Bateman Cairns and 

Donald C. Severson. William Cairns served on the Mexican border with Brigadier General 

Pershing and subsequently served in France. He was the first Madison area soldier to be killed 

in World War I. Donald Severson, also born in Madison, Wisconsin, enlisted in the U.S. Navy and 

entered the U.S. Marine Corps upon the completion of his Navy service. He served various 

assignments during the Korean War period. Severson was one of the founders of the Burke Post 

which requested the post name to be changed to Donald Severson Post No. 501. 

This History is dedicated to the members of Post 501, Auxiliary Unit 501, and Sons of The 

American Legion Squadron 501 who lived and enjoyed these events to the fullest! 

tƻǎǘ рлмΩǎ original Ƴƻǘǘƻ ǿŀǎ άThe Action PostΣέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴs so today. Our programs and 

activities support Veterans, Defense, Youth, Americanism and Communities. 
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William Bateman Cairns  

The American Legion Severson-Cairns Post 

501 has a proud heritage, formulated 

from the names of two local servicemen, 

one of whom died in service to his country 

in World War I. 

The current Post 501 was consolidated 

from two earlier posts named after these 

two warriors.  American Legion Victory 

Post 57 was established early on in 

Madison and named after William 

Bateman Cairns.  He was born in Madison, 

WI, on June 3rd, 1894, the older of two 

sons of William B and Dora Cairns.  One of 

his grandfathers, Samuel Gregory 

Bateman, who was born in 1839, in 

Orlean, NY, was a veteran of the Civil War. 

After attending the University of Wisconsin for two years, where his father was a professor, he 

was called into military service.  In 1916 he was a private in Company G, 1st Wisconsin Infantry, 

the Madison company of the National Guard.  He served on the Mexican Border from June 19, 

1916 to January 10, 1917, serving with the forces under Brigadier General Pershing in the 

pursuit of the Pancho Villa incursions into the border states. 

    On July 15, 1917, Cairns' unit, Company G, 127th Infantry, 32nd Division was sent to France to 

reinforce the US forces located in the Gardell sector along the Rhine-Rhone canal near 

Hagenbach.  His unit was later transferred to the Aines-Marne Offensive, conducted near 

Roncherres.  Here he lost his life on July 29, 1918, as a result of a German artillery barrage on 

the farmhouse in which Cairns was settling his unit down for the engagement.  At that time, 

with a rank of Platoon Sergeant, he was also serving as Acting Platoon Leader. 

     William B Cairns was the first Madison area soldier killed in World War I.  The well-respected 

Victory Post 57 was named in his honor, the post being made primarily of World War I 

Veterans.  William B. Cairns is buried in Forest Hills Cemetery (Section 21) here in Madison, WI. 

 

Figure 2 Cairns Family grave marker. 5 OCT 23.  

Figure 1 William Bateman Cairns in France during WW-I 
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Donald C Severson.  

 The second service member for which Post 

501 commemorates is Donald C Severson.   

Born November 10, 1929, he was raised in 

Madison, the oldest son of Russell and Rose 

Severson. 

     Donald enlisted in the U.S. Navy on 

December 9, 1948, in the Medical Corps.  

He served in various assignments during 

the Korean war period.  Upon completion 

of his Navy service, he entered the U.S. 

Marine Corps, and served in the Caribbean 

area from 1952-1953, again in the medical 

corps.  He attained the rank of Hospital-

man Third Class during this time frame. 

Upon discharge from the military, he 

returned home to Madison, and joined the 

American Legion at the Burke Post, being 

one of the original founding members.  

Burke Post was chartered in 1953.  He worked with the Wisconsin Conservation Department 

prior to his untimely passing on September 15, 1955.  He is buried in Forest Hills Cemetery in 

Madison, WI.  Upon his death, the Burke legion post Legionnaires requested that the Burke 

Post, named after the location in which it was established, be renamed on October 20, 1955, to 

be the Donald C Severson American Legion Post 501 to honor him.  The Post's motto was "The 

Action Postέ ŀƴŘ remains the same motto to this day. 

On September 18, 2008, the American Legion Post 57 "Victory Post" was consolidated along 

with the American Legion Post 501, to be named the current American Legion Severson-Cairns 

Post 501, located at 105 Dempsey Road, Madison, WI 53714. Post 501 had several iterations in 

locations - first located on Burke Road, then moved to East Washington Avenue, where the 

Office Depot is currently situated and then relocated to Lien Road, near the current East Town. 

Finally, an opportunity to purchase their own clubhouse arose from what was an ice cream 

ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ 5ŜƳǇǎŜȅ wƻŀŘΣ ƴŜŀǊ ²ƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ 9ŀǎǘΦ  

     Today, the current members of the American Legion, it's Auxiliary and the Sons of the 

American Legion, continue to carry on the programs and services established under the 

leadership of those who, before us, have proudly served and sacrificed in boots for our country. 

¢ƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ Ƙŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ άtƻǎǘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅκ!ǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǊƻƻƳέ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ǉƻǎǘ 

history and military uniformed mannequins.  Unit 501, the Legion Post Auxiliary, shares space 

with an especial display of past Unit President photos.  This updated room has drawn numerous 

Figure 3 Donald C. Severson, U.S. Navy during WW-II. 
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positive comments and is a proud addition to our Post.  Our main meeting room has photos of 

past Post Commanders, stretching back to the early years of the Severson Post. If you are in the 

area, be sure to stop in and learn about our proud service and history. 

The State of Wisconsin has maintained a long tradition ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 

history, in providing soldiers and support personnel. Camp Randall, located at the University of 

Wisconsin, Madison grounds were used during the Civil War. Fort Winnebago was used as a 

military hospital during the Blackhawk Wars and the Civil War. Other Wisconsin military 

installations include the Badger Army Ammunitions Plant, now deactivated, and Camp McCoy. 

The University of Wisconsin-Madison was established as a land-grant institution in 1866 

following The Morrill Act of 1862. The University of Wisconsin-aŀŘƛǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άŀǘ 

ƻǊ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦέ  

The members of Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 continue the duties of serving when called and 

upholding the best traditions of American fighting spirit. Post 501 is located at 105 Dempsey Rd, 

Madison, Wisconsin 53714, which is in a primarily residential neighborhood. The Post is on 

good terms with its neighbors and fosters close relationships through activities such as drive-

through Brats and Burger sales and contributions to nursing education scholarships (via the 

Forty and Eight program.) 

Because Post 501 owns its 

building, the post has the 

freedom to pursue American 

Legion activities as needed. 

Meetings, dinners, and group 

activities are held here. Historical 

items and mementos, such as the 

Post Everlasting plaques, are on 

display, along with the pictures of 

previous post commanders. 

 

Portions of this history also 

appear online at: 

  
Figure 4 Post 501 Building 

https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/commemorate/family-ties/stories-of-service/6309-william-bateman-cairns.html
https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/commemorate/family-ties/stories-of-service/6309-william-bateman-cairns.html
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Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion 
 

 

 

Figure 5 Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion 
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Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion Auxiliary 

 

Figure 6 Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion Auxiliary 
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Chapter 1 ς Roster of Post Officers 
 

Post 501 Leadership 
About one month following their election, the Post Officers were installed on 11 June 2025. 

Department Adjutant Julie Muhle presided. 

Commander Jerry Scalissi  
1st Vice Commander Phil Ingwell  
2nd Vice Commander Harvey Phillips  
3rd Vice Commander Darrel ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘ  
Finance Officer Keith Lovell  
Chaplain AJ Feucht  
Asst. Chaplain Ray McCool   
Adjutant/Historian Morris Sadicario  
Judge Advocate Co-Advocate Jesse Garza  

Co-Advocate James Boll 
 

Service Officer Phil Ingwell, Jr.  
Sgt. At Arms Eldon Boehm  
Public Relations Harvey Phillips  
Executive Committee 3 Year: Bill Robbins  
 1 year: Paul Reilly  
 2 year: Christine Robbins  
Finance Committee 3 year: Darrel ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘ  
 3 year: Bill Robbins  
 2 year: Open  
 1 year: Open  
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Commander and Membership Chair: Jerry 
Scalissi  

 
Adjutant and Historian Morris Sadicario 
 

 
1st Vice Commander Phil Ingwell   
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2nd Vice Commander and House Committee 
Chair: Harvey Phillips 

 
3rd Vice Commander and Chaplain Darrel ά!Wέ 
Feucht 

 
 

Finance Officer Keith Lovell  

 
Judge Advocate Jesse Garza 
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Sergeant-at-Arms Eldon Boehm 

 
Executive Committee Member Christine 
Robbins; Website 

 
Executive Committee Member: Bill Robbins  

 
Finance Committee Member: Paul Reilly 
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Service Officer, Phil Ingwell, Jr. 
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Unit 501 Officers 
 

The following positions were reassigned. 

Unit President: Rebecca Lovell 

Unit Vice President: Sonja Albright 

Unit Treasurer: Cindy Huemmer & Sonja Albright (Backup) 

Unit Chaplain: Betty Ingwell 

Unit Sergeant-At-Arms: Bill Robbins 

Unit Asst. Sergeant-At-Arms:  Eileen Hardy 

Unit Historian: Cindy Huemmer 

Unit Secretary (appointed): Cindy Huemmer 

Unit Membership Chairperson: Sonja Albright & Betty Ingwell, (Joint) 

Unit Executive Committee: Chris Robbins, Sonja Albright, Bill Robbins 

 

 

Unit 501 President and Post 501 Facebook Chair: Rebecca Lovell 
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Figure 7 Officers of Unit 501 Auxiliary 

Above, from left to right: Sonja Albright, Bill Robbins, Chris Robbins, Eileen Hardy, Betty Ingwell, 

Rebecca Lovell, Ellie Paulson (deceased), Marge Clark, Cindy Huemmer.  
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Squadron 501 SAL Leadership 
 

Commander: Jerry Schultz 

 
Finance Officer: Keith Lovell 

 
Chaplain: Paul Newquist Photo pending 

 
Finance Committee: Bill Robbins 

 
 



Page | 20 
 

Chapter 2 ς Roster of Legion Chairs 
Public Relations Chair, Harvey Phillips  

 
Food Committee Chair, Keith Lovell 

 
Committees !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴƛǎƳΥ 5ŀǊǊŜƭ ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘ 

Badger Boys State: Thomas Stolarczyk 
Children and Youth: open 
Historian: Morris Sadicario 
Honor Flights: open 
Junior Shooting Sports: William Robbins 
Law and Order: Thomas Stolarczyk 
Legislative: Morris Sadicario 
Membership: Cdr. Jerry Scalissi 
National Security: Thomas Stolarczyk 
Oratorical: Thomas Stolarczyk 
Poppy Drive: William Robbins 
POW/MIA: Thomas Stolarczyk 
Sick Call: Cdr. Jerry Scalissi 
VA Hospital: Cdr. Jerry Scalissi 
Vets Council: Alan Kromanaker 
Website: Chris Robbins, Morris Sadicario 
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Chapter 3 ς One Year Post 501 History, 1 May 2025 to 30 April 2026 
 

1 May 2025. Folders containing old documents from the past 20+ years belonging to Bud Mautz 

were brought to Post 501 by PNC Denise. Over time, several of us will go through the books 

looking for historical gems. Then, the books will be given to the Wisconsin Veterans Museum 

for archiving and storage. At first glance, many books cover 3rd District history. Here is an 

ǳƴŘŀǘŜŘ ōƻƻƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ мфрлΩǎΦ  

 

Figure 8 Cover and page six of the Dane County Historical Directory. undated. 
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3 May 2025. First Post Brats and Burger Drive-Thru in 2025. Our first customer of the season 

was Ben Stein. 

 

 

Figure 9 Bennie Stein. 3 MAY 25 

.  

Figure 10 New member! Karl Moore. 3 MAY 25. 

  



Page | 24 
 

 

Figure 11 Gene Call and Wife. 3 May 25. 

 

Figure 12 (l) Ray Boerke, Dick Veloff, Becky Lovell, Tom Stolarczyk, 3 May 25. 

 

о aŀȅ нлнрΦ ±ƛǎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ά.ƛƭƭέ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΦ  
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Post 501 officer results for 2024-2025 year 

¶ Commander τ Jerry Scalissi 

¶ 1st Vice Commander τ Phil Ingwell 

¶ 2nd Vice Commander τ Eldon Boehm 

¶ 3rd Vice Commander τ 5ŀǊǊŜƭ ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘ 

¶ Finance Officer τ Keith Lovell 

¶ Chaplain τ 5ŀǊǊŜƭ ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘ 

¶ Asst Chaplain τ Ray McCool 

¶ Adjutant and Historian τ Morris Sadicario 

¶ Judge Advocate τ Jesse Garza 

¶ Service Officer τ Phil Ingwell Jr. 

¶ Sgt. At Arms τ Eldon Boehm 

¶ Asst. Sgt. At Arms τ John Luttig 

¶ Executive Committee τ Christine Robbins, Paul Reilly 

¶ Food Committee: Jerry Schultz  

 

Unit 501 Auxiliary Officers  

¶ President - Rebecca Lovell 

¶ Vice President - Sonja Albright  

¶ Historian - Cindy Huemmer 

¶ Co-Treasurers Cindy Huemmer and Sonja Albright 

¶ Sergeant -At-Arms Bill Robbins 

¶ Secretary (appointed) Cindy Huemmer  

¶ Membership - Betty Ingwell and Sonja Albright  

¶ Representation at Post Executive Meetings by 2 from following members (based upon 

availability): Sonja Albright, Bill Robbins, Chris Robbins, or Rebecca Lovell. 

 

  



Page | 26 
 

7 May 2025. Squadron 501 held elections.  

Sons of the American Legion  Squadron 501 Officers 

¶ Commander: Jerry Scalissi 

¶ 1VC: open (interim, Jerry Scalissi) 

¶ 2VC: open (interim, Keith Lovell) 

¶ Finance Officer: Keith Lovell 

¶ Adjutant: Paul Newquist 

¶ Sergeant at Arms: Eldon Boehm 

¶ Chaplain: Jason Schultz 

¶ Historian: open 

14 May 2025. Post 501 and Unit 501 Elections for the 2025-2026 year. 

 

¶ Commander τ Jerry Scalissi 

¶ 1st Vice Commander τ Phil Ingwell 

¶ 2nd Vice Commander τ Harvey Phillips 

¶ 3rd Vice Commander τ 5ŀǊǊŜƭ ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘ 

¶ Finance Officer τ Keith Lovell 

¶ Chaplain τ 5ŀǊǊŜƭ ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘ 

¶ Asst Chaplain τ Ray McCool 

¶ Adjutant and Historian τ Morris Sadicario 

¶ Judge Advocate τ Jesse Garza 

¶ Service Officer τ Phil Ingwell Jr. 

¶ Sgt. At Arms τ Eldon Boehm 

¶ Asst. Sgt. At Arms τ John Luttig 

¶ Executive Committee τ Christine Robbins, Paul Reilly 

¶ Food Committee: Keith Lovell, assisted by Jerry Schultz 

 

Unit 501 Auxiliary Officers  

¶ President - Rebecca Lovell 

¶ Vice President - Sonja Albright  

¶ Historian - Cindy Huemmer 

¶ Co-Treasurers Cindy Huemmer and Sonja Albright 

¶ Sergeant -At-Arms Bill Robbins 

¶ Secretary (appointed) Cindy Huemmer  

¶ Membership - Betty Ingwell and Sonja Albright  
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¶ Representation at Post Executive Meetings by 2 from following members (based upon 

availability): Sonja Albright, Bill Robbins, Chris Robbins, or Rebecca Lovell. 
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17 May 2025 and 19 May 2025. Buddy Checks. 

Met in person. David Oates (5 yrs, GW_Terrorism, US Army), at our Brat Drive-thru, May 17th: 

 
 

Gary Schultz (10 years, Vietnam, USA), May 19th:
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Robert Koppenhaver (2, Vietnam, USA): 
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Victor Goldbach (10, Korea, USA): 

 
 

Not home: James Wilk (2 continuous years, Vietnam, USMC), Michael Helser (8, Vietnam, USA), 

Ronald Hammer (3, Vietnam, USAF), Floyd Spoehr (9, Vietnam, USA), Michael Ely (8, Vietnam, 

USMC). 

26 May 2025. Our Memorial Day Grill-Out at the East Side Club 

A great time was had by all. The Dogs, Brats and Burgers were flying off the grill as Keith Lovell 

calmly kept up with the demand. 

 

We distributed Poppies, too.  
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Early on, there was still some green showing (above). But it quickly filled up. The JIMMYS played 

loud and spirited. Below, the lake view was stunning. 
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(Above) Commander Jerry, 501 member Karl and his wife Elaine were ready for all comers. 

Below is a closeup of Karl and Elaine. 

 

  



   P a g e | 33
  

 

17 June 2025. Voiture periodic meeting. Post 501 Commander Jerry Scalissi (and Sous Chef de 

Gare (CdG), Voiture 683) accepted election to the post of Chef de Gare of Voiture 683, 

Madison. Now that he has the command, CdG Jerry moved to bring the various 683 property, 

manuals, and historical items to Legion Post 501 for safekeeping. All present at this meeting 

were unanimous in agreeing. 

19 July 2025. The Wisconsin Historian Association held their meeting during the 106th 

Department Convention in Green Bay, WI. 

At this meeting, nominations were solicited for Historian of the year for 2025-2026. Historian 

Morris Sadicario (2023-2024 award recipient) nominated Charles Konsitzke for his exemplary, 

often successful, efforts, of retrieving and identifying fallen American soldiers. His is a work of 

supreme historical significance, as he delves into records, reports and reminiscences to locate 

the remains. 

UW MIA Recovery & Identification Program 

 
The well-attended 18 January 2025 presentation by Charles Konsitzke of UW-Madison held the 

audience spellbound by the incredible efforts made by this volunteer group in locating and 

identifying, and ultimately repatriating, remains of US soldiers. This project is 

funded entirely by donations. Words fail to adequately describe the dedication of the 

participants. However, the MIA RIP website can give you a sense of their efforts and results. 

More nominations will be accepted at the next WHA meeting, to be held during the 2026 

Midwinter Conference, to be held at the Oneida Casino Hotel, Green Bay, WI, from January 15-

18, 2026. 

https://mia.biotech.wisc.edu/donate/
https://mia.biotech.wisc.edu/
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Charles Konsitzke manages the UW Biotech lab when he is not involved with the UW MIA RIP. 

 
The "missing man" table was set up at this presentation in honor of those missing in action. 

Each item on this table has significance. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missing_man_table
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July 23, 2025. The Scholarship Committee awarded four high school student candidates $500 

scholarship each. They are Victoria Boerke, Isabella Garza, Kate Mender, and Lily Sarbacker. The 

criteria used can be found in Policy #1. They include 

¶ Addressing Four Pillars. 

¶ Participating in Community Service. 

¶ Demonstrating support for The American Legion. 

¶ One of the parents must have been a member of the American Legion. 

 

 

Figure 13 Isabella Garza receives the Post 501 Scholarship 
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Figure 14 Virginia Boerke receives the Post 501 Scholarship. 
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Figure 15 Kate Mender with her Post 501 Scholarship. 

 

July 30, 2025. Major Donald N. Schaefer, February 19, 1933 - July 30, 2025 

 

April 29, 2025. IŀǊǾŜȅ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƴ ŦƭŀƎ ŀǘ {ŎƘƳƛŘǘΩǎ !ǳǘƻΦ  
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August 15, 2025Φ tƻǎǘ рлм ƳŜƳōŜǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ DΦ ά.ƛƭƭέ wŜŜǾŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǘ ŀƎŜ туΣ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 

15th, 2025. 

 

 

August 16, 2025. It may seem nice and quiet. But an hour after these photos were taken the 

thunderstorms rolled in. We had to hustle to get everything inside! 
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1 September 2025. Labor Day Grill out at the East Side Club. 
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13 September 2025.  115th Fight Air Wing Family Day. 

 

 

The Freemasons assisted on the 115th Family Day. From left to right Jesse Garza*, Grand 

Secretary Michael DeWolf, PGM, Grand Treasurer Paul T. Tourville, PGM, Annie DeWolf, Keith 

Lovell*, Kelli Tourville, Commander Jerry Scalissi*, Junior Grand Warden Matthew H. Ivens, Phil 

Ingwell*, Harvey Phillips*, Alan Kromanaker*, District 1 Deputy Danny L. Bourassa, Eldon 

Boehm*, PGM Thomas W, Sheryl, Rygh. (*=Members of Post 501) 
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Figure 16 At Oak Park Place for Flag Etiquette and lunch. November 11, 2025 

Members of Severson-Cairns Post 501, Madison, WI, prepare for the flag folding and flag 

etiquette ceremony. Significances of the folds were explained. Veteran residents attended.  

(11 NOV 25) 

 

December 22, 2025. Flaq Etiquette presentation. Chaplain & 3VC AJ led the flag etiquette 

presentation at Catholic Charities Adult Day Center, Fen Oak Ct., Madison WI. Assisting him 

were PPC Tom Stolarczyk and Department Historian Morris Sadicario. 
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