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Introduction 
 

The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ organization. 

Focusing on service to veterans, servicemembers and communities, the Legion evolved from a 

group of war-weary veterans of World War I into one of the most influential nonprofit groups in 

the United States. Membership swiftly grew to over 1 million, and local posts sprang up across 

the country. Today, membership stands at nearly 2 million in more than 13,000 posts 

worldwide. The posts are organized into 55 departments: one each for the 50 states, along with 

the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico, and the Philippines. (Legion, 2021) 

Over the years, the Legion has influenced considerable social change in America, won hundreds 

of benefits for veterans and produced many important programs for children and youth. 

The American Legion recognizes veterans who served honorably. Veterans are selected to 

identify Legion Post in addition to the post number. Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 was 

consolidated from two earlier posts named after these warriors: William Bateman Cairns and 

Donald C. Severson. William Cairns served on the Mexican border with Brigadier General 

Pershing, and subsequently served in France. He was the first Madison area soldier to be killed 

in World War I. Donald Severson, also born in Madison, Wisconsin, enlisted in the U.S. Navy and 

entered the U.S. Marine Corps upon the completion of his Navy service. He served various 

assignments during the Korean War period. Severson was one of the founders of the Burke Post 

which requested the post name to be changed to the Donald Severson Post No. 501. 

This Yearbook is dedicated to the members of Post 501, Auxiliary Unit 501, and Sons of The 

American Legion Squadron 501 who lived and enjoyed these events to the fullest! 

tƻǎǘ рлмΩǎ original Ƴƻǘǘƻ ǿŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ Action PoǎǘΣέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴs so today. 
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William Bateman Cairns  

The American Legion Severson-Cairns Post 

501 has a proud heritage, formulated 

from the names of two local servicemen, 

one of whom died in service to his country 

in World War I. 

The current Post 501 was consolidated 

from two earlier posts named after these 

two warriors.  American Legion Victory 

Post 57 was established early on in 

Madison, and named after William 

Bateman Cairns.  He was born in Madison, 

WI, on June 3rd, 1894, the older of two 

sons of William B and Dora Cairns.  One of 

his grandfathers, Samuel Gregory 

Bateman, who was born in 1839, in 

Orlean, NY, was a veteran of the Civil War. 

After attending the University of Wisconsin for two years, where his father was a professor, he 

was called into military service.  In 1916 he was a private in Company G, 1st Wisconsin Infantry, 

the Madison company of the National Guard.  He served on the Mexican Border from June 19, 

1916 to January 10, 1917, serving with the forces under Brigadier General Pershing in the 

pursuit of the Pancho Villa incursions into the border states. 

    On July 15, 1917, Cairns' unit, Company G, 127th Infantry, 32nd Division was sent to France to 

reinforce the US forces located in the Gardell sector along the Rhine-Rhone canal near 

Hagenbach.  His unit was later transferred to the Aines-Marne Offensive, conducted near 

Roncherres.  Here he lost his life on July 29, 1918, as a result of a German artillery barrage on 

the farmhouse in which Cairns was settling his unit down for the engagement.  At that time, 

with a rank of Platoon Sergeant, he was also serving as Acting Platoon Leader. 

     William B Cairns was the first Madison area soldier killed in World War I.  The well-respected 

Victory Post 57 was named in his honor, the post being made up primarily of World War I 

Veterans.  William B. Cairns is buried in Forest Hills Cemetery (Section 21) here in Madison, WI. 

 

Figure 2 Cairns Family grave marker. 5 OCT 23.  

Figure 1 William Bateman Cairns in France during WW-I 
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Donald C Severson.  

 The second service member for which Post 

501 commemorates is Donald C Severson.   

Born November 10, 1929, he was raised in 

Madison, the oldest son of Russell and Rose 

Severson. 

     Donald enlisted in the U.S. Navy on 

December 9, 1948, in the Medical Corps.  

He served in various assignments during 

the Korean war period.  Upon completion 

of his Navy service, he entered the U.S. 

Marine Corps, and served in the Caribbean 

area from 1952-1953, again in the medical 

corps.  He attained the rank of Hospital-

man Third Class during this time frame. 

Upon discharge from the military, he 

returned home to Madison, and joined the 

American Legion at the Burke Post, being 

one of the original founding members.  

Burke Post was chartered in 1953.  He worked with the Wisconsin Conservation Department 

prior to his untimely passing on September 15, 1955.  He is buried in Forest Hills Cemetery in 

Madison, WI.  Upon his death, the Burke legion post Legionnaires requested that the Burke 

Post, named after the location in which it was established, be renamed on October 20, 1955, to 

be the Donald C Severson American Legion Post 501 to honor him.  The Post's motto was "The 

Action Postέ ŀƴŘ remains the same motto to this day. 

 

 

On September 18, 2008, the American Legion Post 57 "Victory Post" was consolidated along 

with the American Legion Post 501, to be named the current American Legion Severson-Cairns 

Post 501, located at 105 Dempsey Road, Madison, WI 53714. Post 501 had several iterations in 

locations - first located on Burke Road, then moved to East Washington Avenue, where the 

Office Depot is currently situated and then relocated to Lien Road, near the current East Town. 

Finally, an opportunity to purchase their own clubhouse arose from what was an ice cream 

ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ 5ŜƳǇǎŜȅ wƻŀŘΣ ƴŜŀǊ ²ƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ 9ŀǎǘΦ  

     Today, the current members of the American Legion, it's Auxiliary and the Sons of the 

American Legion, continue to carry on the programs and services established under the 

leadership of those who, before us, have proudly served and sacrificed in boots for our country. 

Figure 3 Donald C. Severson, U.S. Navy during WW-II. 
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¢ƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ Ƙŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ άtƻǎǘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅκ!ǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǊƻƻƳέ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ǉƻǎǘ 

history and military uniformed mannequins.  Unit 501, the Legion Post Auxiliary, shares space 

with an especial display of past Unit President photos.  This updated room has drawn numerous 

positive comments and is a proud addition to our Post.  Our main meeting room has photos of 

past Post Commanders, stretching back to the early years of the Severson Post. If you are in the 

area, be sure to stop in and learn about our proud service and history. 

The State of Wisconsin has maintained a long tradition ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 

history, in providing soldiers and support personnel. Camp Randall, located at the University of 

Wisconsin, Madison grounds was used during the Civil War. Fort Winnebago was used as a 

military hospital during the Blackhawk Wars and the Civil War. Other Wisconsin military 

installations include the Badger Army Ammunitions Plant, now deactivated, and Camp McCoy. 

The University of Wisconsin-Madison was established as a land-grant institution in 1866 

following The Morrill Act of 1862. The University of Wisconsin-aŀŘƛǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άŀǘ 

ƻǊ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦέ  

The members of Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 continue the duties of serving when called and 

upholding the best traditions of American fighting spirit. Post 501 is located at 105 Dempsey Rd, 

Madison, Wisconsin 53714, which is in a primarily residential neighborhood. The Post is on 

good terms with its neighbors and fosters close relationships through activities such as drive-

through Brats and Burger sales and contributions to nurse education scholarships (via the Forty 

and Eight program.) 

Because Post 501 owns its 

building, the post has the 

freedom to pursue American 

Legion activities as needed. 

Meetings, dinners, and group 

activities are held here. Historical 

items and mementos, such as the 

Post Everlasting plaques, are on 

display, along with the pictures of 

previous post commanders. 

  

Figure 4 Post 501 Building 
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Portions of this history also appear online at: 

https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/commemorate/family-ties/stories-of-

service/6309-william-bateman-cairns.html 

  

https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/commemorate/family-ties/stories-of-service/6309-william-bateman-cairns.html
https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/commemorate/family-ties/stories-of-service/6309-william-bateman-cairns.html
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Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion 
 

 

 

Figure 5 Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion 



 

P a g e | 14 

Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion Auxiliary 

 

Figure 6 Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion Auxiliary 
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Chapter 1 ς Roster of Post Officers 
 

Post 501 Leadership 

Following the election of Post Officers, they were installed 14 June 2023. PNC Denise Rohan 

presided. 

Commander Jerry Scalissi  
1st Vice Commander Phil Ingwell  
2nd Vice Commander Jerry Schultz  
3rd Vice Commander ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘ  
Finance Officer Keith Lovell  
Chaplain AJ Feucht  
Asst. Chaplain Ray McCool   
Adjutant/Historian Morris Sadicario  
Judge Advocate Co-Advocate Jesse Garza  

Co-Advocate James Boll 
 

Service Officer Phil Ingwell, Jr.  
Sgt. At Arms Eldon Boehm  
Asst. Sgt. At Arms John Luttig  
Public Relations Harvey Phillips  
Executive Committee 1 year: Christine Robbins  
 2 year: Bill Robbins  
 3 year: Paul Reilly  
Finance Committee 1 year: Bill Robbins / Paul 

Reilly 
 

 2 year: ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘ κ .ƛƭƭ 
Robbins 

 

 3 year: open  
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Commander Jerry Scalissi  

 
  

Adjutant and Historian Morris Sadicario 
 

 
1st Vice Commander Phil Ingwell   
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2nd Vice Commander Jerry Schultz 

 
3rd Vice Commander ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘ 

 
 

Finance Officer Keith Lovell  

 
 

Chaplain, A.J. Feucht  
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Judge Advocate Jesse Garza 

 
 
Sergeant-at-Arms Eldon Boehm 

 
Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms John Luttig 

 
Executive Committee Member Christine 
Robbins; Website 
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Executive Committee Member: Bill Robbins  

 
Finance Committee Member: Paul Reilly 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Service Officer, Phil Ingwell, Jr. 
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 Unit 501 Leadership 

 

The following positions were reassigned as of 9 April 2023. 

 

Unit President: Rebecca Lovell 

Unit Vice President: Sonja Albright 

Unit Treasurer: Cindy Huemmer & Sonja Albright (Backup) 

Unit Chaplain: Betty Ingwell 

Unit Sergeant-At-Arms: Bill Robbins 

Unit Asst. Sergeant-At-Arms:  Eileen Hardy 

Unit Historian: Cindy Huemmer 

Unit Secretary (appointed): Cindy Huemmer 

Unit Membership Chairperson: Sonja Albright & Betty Ingwell, (Joint) 

Unit Executive Committee: Chris Robbins, Sonja Albright, Bill Robbins 

 

 

Unit 501 President and Post 501 Facebook Chair: Rebecca Lovell 

 
 

 



 

P a g e | 21 

 

Figure 7 Officers of Unit 501 Auxiliary 

Above, from left to right: Sonja Albright, Bill Robbins, Chris Robbins, Eileen Hardy, Betty Ingwell, 

Rebecca Lovell, Ellie Paulson (deceased), Marge Clark, Cindy Huemmer.  
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Squadron 501 SAL Leadership 

 

Commander: Jerry Schultz 

 
Finance: Keith Lovell 

 
Chaplain: Paul Newquist Photo pending 

 
Finance Committee: Bill Robbins 
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Chapter 2 ς Roster of Post Chairmen 
 

Post 501 Public Relations: Harvey Phillips  
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Chapter 3 ς One Year Post 501 History, 1 May 2023 to 30 April 2024 
 

11 May 2023. Post 501 and Unit 501 held elections.  

 

Post 501 officer results for 2023-2024 year 

¶ Commander τ Thomas Stolarczyk 

¶ 1st Vice Commander τ Jerry Scalissi 

¶ 2nd Vice Commander τ Jerry Schultz 

¶ 3rd Vice Commander τ Darrell ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘ 

¶ Finance Officer τ Keith Lovell 

¶ Chaplain τ Darrell άAJέ Feucht 

¶ Asst Chaplain τ Ray McCool 

¶ Adjutant and Historian τ Morris Sadicario 

¶ Judge Advocate τ Jesse Garza 

¶ Service Officer τ Phil Ingwell Jr. 

¶ Sgt. At Arms τ Eldon Boehm 

¶ Asst. Sgt. At Arms τ John Luttig 

¶ Executive Committee τ Christine Robbins, Paul Reilly 

 

Unit 501 Officers  

¶ President - Rebecca Lovell 

¶ Vice President - Sonja Albright  

¶ Historian - Cindy Huemmer 

¶ Co-Treasurers Cindy Huemmer and Sonja Albright 

¶ Sergeant -At-Arms Bill Robbins 

¶ Secretary (appointed) Cindy Huemmer  

¶ Membership - Betty Ingwell and Sonja Albright  

¶ Representation at Post Executive Meetings by 2 from following members (based upon 

availability): Sonja Albright, Bill Robbins, Chris Robbins, or Rebecca Lovell. 

 

Sons of the American Legion Officers 

¶ Commander: Jerry Schultz 

¶ Adjutant: Keith Lovell 

¶ Finance Committee:   
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3 May 2023. University of Wisconsin ROTC Awards. 

 

Figure 8 ROTC Awards and Legionnaire Bill Robbins. 3 May 23 

Post 501 legionnaire Bill Robbins presented the awards. Cadet names were not provided.  

9 May 2023. Post 501 Yearbook arrived at Department in Portage. Jan Swenson, Events 
Coordinator, was on hand.

 

Figure 9 Post 501 Historian presents the Post Yearbook to Jan Swenson, 9 May 2023 

14 May 2023.  Col (Ret.) Thomas Grannis passed away.  
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26 May 2023. Thomas Stolarczyk and Jerry Scalissi display the 2021 Post retention award that 

eventually made its slow way to the post. 

 

Figure 10 Jerry Scalissi (l) and Thomas Stolarczyk (r) and the 2021 membership retention award. 26 May 2023. 
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9 June 2023. Brats and Burgers at the East Side Club. 

10 June 2023. Henry .ǳƎƎŜ άIŀƴƪέ aƻŜƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΦ  

 

Figure 11 Henry Bugge "Hank" Moen. Madison Newspapers obit photo. June 23. 
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Figure 12 Thomas Stolarzyk receives his 15 years continuous membership in the 40/8 from Jerry Scalissi. 11 June 2023. 

11 June 2023. Thomas Stolarczyk received his 15-years 40/8 award. 
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Figure 13 The Auxiliary Officers. Sergeant-at-Arms Bill Robbins, Unit Chaplain Betty Ingwell, Historian/Treasurer Cindy 
Huemmer, Vice President Sonja Albright, President Rebecca Lovell and PNC Denise Rohan. 14 June 2023. 

 

14 June 2023. The Unit 501 Auxiliary officers were installed. PNC Rohan presided. 
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Figure 14 Anna Nord receives her 5 continuous year membership certificate. 14 June 2023. 

 

 

Figure 15 Cindy Huemmer receives her 5 continuous years award from President Lovell. 
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Figure 16 Linda Scalissi receives her 15 continuous years award from President Lovell. 14 Jun 2023. 

 

 

Figure 17 Marge Clark receives her 25 continuous years award from President Lovell. 14 Jun 2023. 
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Figure 18 Sonja Albright receives her 50 continuous years award from President Lovell. 14 Jun 2023 

 

 

Figure 19 Cdr. Thomas holds up a $1000 check from the Auxiliary President Rebecca for 501's building fund. 14 June 2023. 
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14 June 2023. Installation of Post 501 Officers. 

 

Figure 20 Post 501 Officers were installed. 14 June 2023. 

 

From left, Finance Officer Keith Lovell, Public Relations Chair Harvey Phillips, Executive 

Committee Member Bill Robbins, Service Officer Phil Ingwell Jr, Executive Committee Member 

and Website Chair Christine Robbins, Asst Sgt-at-Arms John Luttig, Judge Advocate Jesse Garza, 

/ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘΣ Adjutant/Historian Morris Sadicario, Sgt-at-Arms Eldon Boehm, Finance 

Committee and Executive Committee Member Paul Reilly, 1st Vice Commander Phil Ingwell, 

Commander Jerry Scalissi.  
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16 June 2023. Brats and Burgers fundraiser at the East Side Club. 

17 June 2023. Brats and Burgers fundraiser at Post 501. 

20 June 2023. 40/8 officers were installed. Below, from left, Chef de Gare Rich Ruland, Chef de 

Train Jerry Scalissi, Avocate Eldon Boehm, Comiss Voyageur Anson Beckwith, Aumonier Morris 

Sadicario, Garde de la porte & Lampiste Thomas Stolarczyk. 

 

Figure 21 40/8 Officers for 2023-2025. 6 June 2023 
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22 June 2023. Kenneth D. άYŜƴέ Hanson passed away.  

 

 

30 June 2023. Brats and Burgers at the East Side 

Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 June 2023. Legionnaire Philip William Buechner, an active member of Post 501, passed away 

on Friday, 30 June 2023 at the age of 83. He served with the 

U/S/ Navy from 1958-1962 and was part of the squadron 

ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ !ƭŀƴ {ƘŜǇƘŀǊŘΩǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŎŀǇǎǳƭŜ ƻƴ aŀȅ рΣ 

1961.  

1 July 2023. Brats and Burgers at Post 501. 

7 July 2023. Visitation of Philip Buechner was held at St. 

Bernard Roman Catholic Church, 2400 Atwood Ave., 

Madison WI at 11:00 AM. In attendance were Post 501 

officers, Cmdr. Jerry Scalissi, PPC Thomas Stolarczyk, and 

Adj. Morris Sadicario.  

14 July 2023. Brats and Burgers at the East Side Club. 

15 July 2023. Brats and Burgers at Post 501. Sponsored by 

the Sons of the American Legion and 40 Hommes et 8 

Chevaux (AKA 40/8). 

Figure 22 Jenneth D. "Ken" Hanson obit photo. 
Wisconsin State Journal, June 23. 

Figure 23 Philip William Buechner obit photo. 
Madison State Journal, June 23. 
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19 July 2023Φ ά.Ŝ ǘƘŜ hƴŜέ ƘƛƪŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ млпth 

Department Convention in Rothschild, Wisconsin.  About 23 members of our Anerican Legion 

family walked 2.2 miles carrying 22 stones. Many 

of the stones had ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΩ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

These were the same stones that were carried 

duruing the ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ млоrd Department 

Convention. In that event, the National media 

staff created a video that became a significant 

mainstay of the ά.Ŝ ǘƘŜ hƴŜέ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  

 

Figure 25 Be the One table display 22 rocks, 19 JUL 23, Rothschild 
WI. 

In our hike, 2nd District Commander Jim Johnson led us. Post 501 Adjutant Morris Sadicario and 

his wife, Alice, participated in this awareness hike. 

  

Figure 24 Be the One table display 19 JUL 23, Rothschild 
WI. 
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Figure 26 Be the One Walk led by District 2 Cmdr. Jim Johnson in Rothschild WI. 19 JUL 23. 

20 July 2023. While several of the Post 501 members were at the Convention, PPC Tom 

Stolarczyk held the Coffee, Cards, Donuts & Camaraderie. He filled in for Legionnaire Bill 

Robbins and Legionnaire Chris Robbins while they were away. 
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21 July 2023. Cmdr. Jerry Scalissi received two Post 501 awards at the 3rd District Caucus. 

District Cmdr. Jerry Hook presented him with a post Blood Drive participation award. 

 

 

Figure 27 Post 501 Cmdr Jerry Scalissi (l) received Membership Retention Certificate. Rothschild WI, 21 JUL 23. 

 

22 July 2023. The Department Officer elections were held. The delegates appointed to 

represent Post 501 were Cmdr. Gerald Scalissi (Delegate at Large)Σ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ 5ŀǊǊŜƭ ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘΣ 

1VC Jerrold Schultz, Adjutant Morris Sadicario, and Department Vice Commander Keith Lovell. 

All were present. 

22 July 2023. Brats & Burgers fundraiser at East Side Club. 

24 July 2023. The Policy Committee convened to complete revising the Policy and Procedure for 

Post 501. Presider 1VC Phil Ingwell, Cmdr. Jerry Scalissi, 2VC Jerry Schultz, PDVC Keith Lovell, 

Advocate Jesse Garza and Adjutant Morris Sadicario were present. Jesse put the finishing 

touches on the document in preparation for presentation to the upcoming Executive 

Committee meeting. 
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27 July 2023.  Visitation at Midvale Community Lutheran Church, Madison, for deceased Post 

501 Legionnaire, Maj. Ronald "Ron" S. Radunzel, Retd., age 75, who died on July 18, 2023, at his 

home. He retired as a Major after 20 years of service in the United States Army. Ron was very 

proud of his service to his nation. He was a Green Beret; his last command was the 1st Special 

Forces Group. After retiring, he moved to Madison in 1990. He was a member of Post 501 for 

33 continuous years as PUFL.  

"Mission Complete. Going Home." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 July 2023. Brats & Burgers fundraiser at East Side Club. 

29 July 2023. Brats & Burgers drive through fundraiser at Post. 

Figure 28 Ronald R. "Ron" Radunzel obit photo. 
Wisconsin State Journal July 23. 
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6 August 2023. Navy Veteran Ronald Rogers (born June 25, 1946), a 6-year member of Post 501 

passed away. He was a Vietnam War veteran. Photo not available. 

7 August 2023. Korea War Era Air Force Veteran WƻƘƴ 9Φ άWŀŎƪέ [ŜŜƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǘ ŀƎŜ фоΦ  

 

Figure 29 WƻƘƴ 9Φ άWŀŎƪέ [ŜŜƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ 7 AUG 23. Wisconsin State Journal photo. 

  

12 August 2023. Brats and Burgers at Post 501. 

25 August 2023. Cancelled Brats and Burgers at East Side Club. Insufficient number of 

volunteers. 

26 August 2023. Cancelled Brats and Burgers at Post 501. Insufficient number of volunteers. 

1 September 2023. Brats and Burgers at East Side Club. 

2 September 2023. Brats and Burgers at Post 501. 
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4 September 2023. Brats and Burgers Labor Day Event at East Side Club. 

 

Figure 30 Setting up for the Labor Day event at East Side Club. 4 SEP 23. 

 

Figure 31 At your service, Tom Stolarczyk, Eldon Boehm, Gene Call and Morris Sadicario. East Side Club, 4 SEP 23. 
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Figure 32 The "gray team" cooking for us. East Side Club, 4 SEP 23. 
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8 September 2023. Brats and Burgers at East Side Club. 

9 September 2023. Shed is mostly complete.  

 

Figure 33 The Post 501 shed. 9 SEP 23. 

13 September 2023. Second AED training at Post 501. 

13 September 2023. Military-Connected Resource Fair, UW-Madison. From 4pm to 6pm, Post 

501 members Bill Robbins and Morris Sadicario manned a table at the UW Discovery Building, 

330 N. Orchard St, Madison WI 53715, located on the UW Campus. This resource fair was 

intended to be a great opportunity for UW military-connected students to find resources on 

and off campus. We were there to give those attending some insight into American Legion 

Posts, and specifically Post 501. At an adjacent table 3rd District Cmdr. Jerry Hook and 3rd 

District Adjutant Scott Klassy were doing the same, but from their District level. We all provided 

information regarding benefits of joining The American Legion. Our UW-Madison contact was 

Jolene Anders, Veterans Services Coordinator, University Veteran Services. About a dozen 

students spoke with us.  

From the information brochure:  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ (UVS) serves as a 

resource for navigating education benefits, balancing school with service obligations, and 

building community with other military-connected students while at UW-Madison. We use the 

ǘŜǊƳ άƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ-ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘέ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŀŦfiliated with the U.S. military as a 

veteran, current service member, or a child/spouse of someone who served. Our office is 

honored to serve over 1,800 students on campus who are part of this community. 
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Figure 34 Legionnaires Sadicario and Robbins at UW-Madison Military-Connected Students Fair. 13 SEP. UW-Campus. 

²Ŝ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀέ from a member of the Madison Chapter. 

¢ƘŜ ά{±!έ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀǘ ±9¢{ϪǊǎƻΦǿƛǎŎΦŜŘǳΦ 

16 September 2023. Cancelled Brats and Burgers at Post 501 due to weather. 

19 September 2023. плκу άtƛŎƴƛŎέ ŀƴŘ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ .Ǌŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ .ǳǊƎŜǊǎ ŀǘ tƻǎǘ рлмΦ We did not 

achieve a quorum. So, the meeting was held as a άcheminot.έ 

23 September 2023. BSA Post 628 started work on renovating our flagpole area and Bill Leppien 

commemorative rock. BSA Troop 628 sought a project that would benefit an American Legion 

Post and that would involve some construction. They chose Severson-Cairns Post 501 in 

Madison, Wisconsin. The project involved a significant amount of manual excavation, base sand 

replacement and leveling, and flagstone cutting and fitting. The project spanned a few weeks, 

from 23 September to 6 October 2023. Parental assistance was on hand to guide the task and 

to handle power tools when appropriate. The result was top-notch! In fact, the scouts helped 

us on 30 SEP with our Brat & Burger fundraiser as order takers, runners and cashiers! 
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Figure 35 Adam shown shoveling away the old rocks. Post 501, 23 SEP 23. 

 

 

Figure 36 Kris Scholten (red gloves) and Kristina Jones start distributing the base sand. 23 SEP 23. 
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Figure 37 Everyone pitches in. Kristina uses the rubber mallet to set the flagstone. 20 SEP 23. 
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Figure 38 Post 501's Harvey Phillips checks out the progress. 30 SEP 23 

 

 










































































































































