
P a g e | 1 

 

Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 

The American Legion 

Yearbook 

 

 

 

 

May 2020 to April 2021 
Prepared by 

Morris Sadicario, Post 501 Historian 
  



P a g e | 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information was graciously provided by members of Post 501, Department of Wisconsin 

members, and others. Copyright 2022, Severson-Cairns American Legion Post 501. 

http://www.madisonlegionpost501.org/ mailing address: PO Box 14255, Madison WI 53708-

0255. 

  

http://www.madisonlegionpost501.org/


P a g e | 3 

Introduction 
 

The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veterans organization. 

Focusing on service to veterans, servicemembers and communities, the Legion evolved from a 

group of war-weary veterans of World War I into one of the most influential nonprofit groups in 

the United States. Membership swiftly grew to over 1 million, and local posts sprang up across 

the country. Today, membership stands at nearly 2 million in more than 13,000 posts 

worldwide. The posts are organized into 55 departments: one each for the 50 states, along with 

the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico and the Philippines. (Legion, 2021) 

 

Over the years, the Legion has influenced considerable social change in America, won hundreds 

of benefits for veterans and produced many important programs for children and youth. 

 

Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 was consolidated from two earlier posts named after these 

warriors: William Bateman Cairns and Donald C. Severson. William Cairns served on the 

Mexican border with Brigadier General Pershing, and subsequently served in France. He was 

the first Madison area soldier to be killed in World War I. Donald Severson, also born in 

Madison, Wisconsin, enlisted in the U.S. Navy and  entered the U.S. Marine Corps upon the 

completion of his Navy service. He served various assignments during the Korean War period. 

Severson was one of the founders of the Burke Post which requested the post name to be 

changed to the Sonald Severson Post No. 501. 

tƻǎǘ рлмΩǎ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ǿŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƻǎǘΣέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴs the same motto to this day. 
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William Bateman Cairns  

The American Legion Severson-Cairns Post 

501 has a proud heritage, formulated 

from the names of two local servicemen, 

one of whom died in service to his country 

in World War I. 

The current Post 501 was consolidated 

from two earlier posts named after these 

two warriors.  American Legion Victory 

Post 57 was established early on in 

Madison, and named after William 

Bateman Cairns.  He was born in Madison, 

WI, on June 3d, 1894, the older of two 

sons of William B and Dora Cairns.  One of 

his grandfathers, Samuel Gregory 

Bateman, who was born in 1839, from 

Orlean, NY, was a veteran of the Civil War. 

After attending the University of Wisconsin for two years, where his father was a professor,  he 

was called into military service.  In 1916 he was a private in Company G, 1st Wisconsin Infantry, 

the Madison company of the National Guard.  He served on the Mexican Border from June 19, 

1916 to January 10, 1917, serving with the forces under Brigadier General Pershing in the 

pursuit of the Pancho Villa incursions into the border states. 

    On July 15, 1917, Cairns' unit, Company G, 127th Infantry, 32nd Division was sent to France to 

reinforce the US forces located in the Gardell sector along the Rhine-Rhone canal near 

Hagenbach.  His unit was later transferred to the Aines-Marne Offensive, conducted near 

Roncherres.  Here he lost his life on July 29, 1918 as a result of a German artillery barrage on 

the farmhouse in which Cairns was settling his unit down for the engagement.  At this time, 

with a rank of Platoon Sergeant, he was also serving as Acting Platoon Leader. 

     William B Cairns was the first Madison area soldier killed in World War I.  The well respected 

Victory Post 57 was named in his honor, the post being made up primarily of World War I 

Veterans.  William B. Cairns is buried in Forest Hills Cemetery here in Madison, WI. 

  

Figure 1 William Bateman Cairns in France during WW-I 
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Donald C Severson.  

 The second service member for which Post 

501 commemorates is Donald C Severson.   

Born November 10, 1929, he was raised in 

Madison, the oldest son of Russell and Rose 

Severson. 

     Donald enlisted in the U.S. Navy on 

December 9, 1948, in the Medical Corps.  

He served in various assignments during 

the Korean war period.  Upon completion 

of his Navy service, he entered into the U.S. 

Marine Corps, and served in the Caribbean 

area from 1952-1953, again in the medical 

corps.  He attained the rank of Hospital-

man Third Class during this time frame. 

Upon discharge from the military, he 

returned home to Madison, and joined the 

American Legion at the Burke Post, being 

one of the original founding members.  

Burke Post was chartered in 1953.  He worked with the Wisconsin Conservation Department 

prior to his untimely passing on September 15, 1955.  He is buried in Forest Hills Cemetery in 

Madison, WI.  Upon his death, the Burke legion post Legionnaires requested that the Burke 

Post, named after the location in which it was established, be renamed on October 20, 1955 to 

be the Donald C Severson American Legion Post 501 to honor him.  The Post's motto was "The 

Action Post", and remains the same motto to this day. 

 

 

On September 18, 2008, the American Legion Post 57 "Victory Post" was consolidated along 

with the American Legion Post 501, to be named the current American Legion Severson-Cairns 

Post 501, located at 105 Dempsey Road, Madison, WI 53714. Post 501 had several iterations in 

locations - first located on Burke road, then moved to East Washington Avenue, where the 

Office Depot is currently situated and then relocated to Lien Road, near the current East Town. 

Finally, an opportunity to purchase their own clubhouse arose from what was an ice cream 

ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ 5ŜƳǇǎŜȅ wƻŀŘΣ ƴŜŀǊ ²ƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ 9ŀǎǘΦ  

     Today, the current members of the American Legion, it's Auxiliary and the Sons of the 

American Legion, continue to carry on the programs and services established under the 

Figure 2 Donald C. Severson, U.S. Navy during WW-II. 
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leadership of those who, before us, have proudly served and sacrificed in boots for our country. 

The memorial Ƙŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ άtƻǎǘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅκ!ǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǊƻƻƳέ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ǉƻǎǘ 

history and military uniformed mannequins.  Unit 501, the Legion Post Auxiliary, shares space 

with an especial display of past Unit President photos.  This updated room has drawn numerous 

positive comments and is a proud addition to our Post.  Our main meeting room has photos of 

past Post Commanders, stretching back to the early years of the Severson Post. If you are in the 

area, be sure to stop in and learn about our proud service and history. 

The State of Wisconsin has maintained a long tradition ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 

history, in providing soldiers and support personnel. Camp Randall, located on the University of 

Wiscons, Madison grounds was used during the Civil War. Fort Winnebago was used as a 

military hospital during the Blackhawk Wars and the Civil War. Other Wisconsin military 

installations include the Badger Army Ammunitions Plant, now deactivated, and Camp McCoy. 

The University of Wisconsin-Madison was established as a land-grant institution in 1866 

following The Morrill Act of 1862. The University of Wisconsin-aŀŘƛǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άŀǘ 

ƻǊ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦέ  

The members of Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 continue the duties of serving when called and 

upholding the best traditions of American fighting spirit. Post 501 is located at 105 Dempsey Rd, 

Madison, Wisconsin 53716, which is in a primarily residential neighborhood. The Post is on 

good terms with its neighbors and fosters close relationships through activities such as drive-

through Brats and Burger sales and contributions to nurse education scholarships (via the Forty 

and Eight program.) 

Because it owns its own building, 

Post 501 has the freedom to 

pursue American Legion activities 

as needed. Meetings, dinners and 

group activites are held here. 

Historical items and mementos, 

such as the Post Everlasting 

plaques, are on display, along 

with the pictures of previous post 

commanders. 

The current post commander, 

Cdr. Thomas Stolarczyk has been 

of great help in assisting the 

Historian in preparing this 

yearbook. 
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Other members of Post 501 who provided invaluable assistance were William Robbins and 

Christine Robbins (Executive Committee members and Post 501 Webmasters) 

 

 

Biography of Cdr. Thomas Stolarczyk. 
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Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion 
 

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY WE ASSOCIATE OURSELVES TOGETHER FOR THE FOLLOWING 

PURPOSES: 

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America; 

To maintain law and order; 

To foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism; 

To preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in all wars; 

To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and 

nation; 

To combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; 

To make right the master of might; 

To promote peace and goodwill on earth; 

To safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and 

democracy; 

To consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual 

helpfulness. 
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Post 501 Word Cloud 
 

What did our web site show? The more times these ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƻƴ tƻǎǘ рлмΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ 

larger they appear in this cloud (which is shaped more like a tree). 

 

 

Figure 3 Post 501 "Word Cloud" 
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2020 Year in Review 
Post 501 continued to conduct its activities according to ά¢he Four Pillars.έ  

¶ Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation 

¶ National Security 

¶ Americanism 

¶ Children and Youth 

!ǎ ά¢ƘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ tƻǎǘΣέ our programs were developed and undertaken with the άPillarsέ in mind. 

We deeply appreciated the continued support we received this year from our local neighbors, 

community members and other American Legion posts. 
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Public Relations 
 

 

The Forty and Eight Voiture 683 of Post 501 contributes annually to the Nursing Scholarship 

Programs at Madison College School of Nursing and to the Edgewood College School of Nursing. 

*  For more information and history about The Society of Forty Men and Eight Horses. (La 

Société des Quarante Hommes et Huit Cheveaux). άCƻǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ 9ƛƎƘǘέ people were directed to 

https://www.fortyandeight.org/ 
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Post 501 1 May 2020 to 30 April 2021 History 
 

4 January 2021. Post 501 Legionnaire Victor T. Wayland passed away.   

6 January 2021. Post 501 Legionnaire Peter Mertens passed away.  

9 January 2021. Due to COVID-19, the Post Breakfasts were suspended temporarily, starting 

with the 9 January breakfast. In addition, all meetings were held virtually, starting in January.  

January 2021. Post sweepstakes started. 

25 January 2021. Post 501 Legionnaire Richard L. Casey passed away. 

February 2021. Members of Post 501 decided to donate money to the family of Captain Jones 

who was killed while flying with the 115 Fighter Wing to support his family and honor his 

service to our local community as well as our nation.  

February 2021. New members were welcomed. Thomas LaChance, Daniel DeVries, Richard 

Norman, and Brian Smith. 

3 February 2021. Post 501 Legionnaire Kenneth R. Arneson passed away.  

13 March 2021. Corned Beef and Cabbage take-out dinner. 

27 March 2021. Sweepstakes drawing. 

27 March 2021. Launching 2021 Brats and Burgers for the season. Brrr. 

 

Figure 4 The Brats and Burgers were the only things warm. 
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2 April 2021. Cdr. Thomas Stolarczyk presented a Certificate of Appreciation to East Side Club 

President Jamie Crahen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

April 2021. Cdr. Thomas Stolarczyk presented a 

Certificate of Appreciation to East Side Club Past 

President George Gosda.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5 East Side Club President Jamie Crahen receives a 
Certificate of Appreciation from Cdr. Thomas Stolarczyk. 

Figure 6 George Gosda receiving a Certificate of 
Appreciation from Cdr. Tom. 
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14 April 2021.  Next photos show 

members gathering for this meeting. 

 

 Cdr. Thomas Stolarczyk presented 

Legionnaire Eric Beuerman with a 20-year 

continuous membership certificate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7 /ŘǊΦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ {ǘƻƭŀǊŎȊȅƪ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ tƻǎǘ рлмΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ 
meeting. 

Figure 8 Celebrating Eric Beuerman's 20 years continuous 
membership. 
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Cdr. Thomas Stolarczyk presented 

Legionnaire Dustin Sheridan with 

Certificate of Thanks for his selling of 47 

booklets for the 2021 Annual 

Sweepstakes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 April 2021. Brats & Burgers Fundraiser. Volunteers posed for a portrait.  

 

Figure 10 The "B&B Brigade" 17 April 2021 

 

Figure 9  Legionnaire Dustin Sheridan and Cdr. Tom 
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Figure 11 Cdr. Thomas Stolarczyk presented a Certificate of Thanks to Bill Brendler for making signs for the American Legion Post 
рлмΩǎ ȅŜŀǊƭȅ .Ǌŀǘǎ ϧ .ǳǊƎŜǊǎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎΦ 17 April 2021 

 

 

22 April 2021. Post 501 Legionnaire Richard L. Schaller passed away.  

 

*****  May 1 2020 to April 30 2021 Yearbook ends here ***** 
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12 May 2021. Annual Post 501 and Unit 501 elections.  

Post 501 officer results for 2021-2022 year.: 

¶ Commander τ Thomas Stolarczyk 

¶ 1st Vice Commander τ Jerry Scalissi 

¶ 2nd Vice Commander τ Jerry Schultz 

¶ 3rd Vice Commander τ Ray McCool 

¶ Finance Officer τ John Scott 

¶ Chaplain τ Ray McCool 

¶ Asst Chaplain τ Darrell Feucht 

¶ Historian τ Bill Robbins 

¶ Judge Advocate τ Bud Mautz 

¶ Service Officer τ open 

¶ Sgt. At Arms τ Thomas Lachance 

¶ Asst. Sgt. At Arms τ Romeo Castillo 

¶ Adjutant (appointed) τ Keith Lovell 

¶ Executive Committee τ Christine Robbins, Bill Robbins, Ken Hanson 

 

Unit 501 officer results:  

¶ President - Rebecca Lovell;  

¶ Vice President - Sonja Albright;  

¶ Historian - Cindy Huemmer;  

¶ Co-Treasurers Cindy Huemmer and Sonja Albright;  

¶ Sergeant -At-Arms Bill Robbins;  

¶ Secretary (appointed) Cindy Huemmer;  

¶ Membership - Betty Ingwell and Sonja Albright;  

¶ Representation at Post Executive Meetings by 2 from following members (based upon 

availability): Sonja Albright, Bill Robbins, Chris Robbins, or Rebecca Lovell. 

 

12 May 2021. Post 501 Legionnaire Donald P. Najdowski passed away.  
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16 May 2021. Serving Lunch to the 115th Fighter Wing, Madison.  

 

Figure 12 Almost ready. 

.  

Figure 13 The "kitchen" 

 

  



P a g e | 23 

 

18 May 2021. Carol Marie Sidwell. LAKE MILLS - Carol Marie 

Sidwell, 77, passed away on 18 May 2021. She worked at 

American Family Insurance in Madison for over 40 years. She was 

an active member of the American Legion Auxiliary, Post 501, in 

Madison, serving two terms as president with her husband, Ken, 

as commander. She was active in the Badger Girls State Program 

for many years. 

She is survived by a son, Jeffrey Wertschnig, Lake Mills; a 

granddaughter, Kati (Billy) Wilson, Chattanooga, Tenn.; a 

stepdaughter, Tanis Coley; a step-son, Matthew (Melinda) Sidwell; 

four step-grandchildren; sisters, Deanna Pfeifer and Sally Albertz; 

and a brother, David. She was preceded in death by her parents, 

Walter and Stella Becker; husband; a brother, Norbert; a sister-in-

law, Anne Becker; and a brother-in-law, Fred Albertz. 

A Celebration of Life was held at Post 501, 15 August 2021 

 

25 May 2021. Legionnaire Richard Coats passed away. He was a member of Post 501 for 15 

years, and was a Korean War veteran.  

  

Figure 14 Carol Marie Sidwell photo 
(undated) 
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31 May 2021. Brats & Burgers on Memorial Day.  

At the East Side Club, the Post 

501 crew are getting ready to 

serve.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 16 Jerry wrangling the grill. 

Figure 15 Chris Robbins and John Luttig "chilling." 
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Figure 18 The crew is ready to serve. 

 

Figure 17 Chef Keith and Jerry prepare the brats & burgers. 
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Figure 19 Hungry customers paitiently waited in line as they placed their orders. 

 

31 May 2021. Memorial Day and Flag Raising. 
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Figure 20 Post 501 Cdr. Tom, Legionnaire Christine, and Dane Cty Cdr. Jerry posed prior to 
preparing for the American Flag Raising Ceremony. 31 May 2021. 
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Figure 21 The flag was attached to the lanyard, then raised and saluted. 
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9 June 2021. Installation of Officers, Unit 501  

 

 

Figure 22 Unit 501 President Karen Runk passing the gavel to President Rebecca Lovell, 

 

14 June 2021. Members of Post 501 gathered to commemorate the relocation and installation 

of a rock honoring Milford (Bill) Leppien, 

ŀǎ ά¦ƴŎƭŜ {ŀƳΣέ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ 

patriotism. [ŜǇǇƛŜƴΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ [ȅƴƴ 

5ǳŜǎƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIŜ ǿŀǎ ¦ƴŎƭŜ {ŀƳΦ IŜ 

livŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜŘ ¦ƴŎƭŜ {ŀƳ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦέ 

Hoping to spread patriotism, Duesing said 

her Dad first donned an Uncle Sam 

ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜ ƛƴ мфрс ŀƴŘΣ άǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ пф ǎǘŀǘŜ 

capitals, and marched in over 5,000 

parades in his 25 years, including 5 

presidential inauguration paradesΦέ  

Figure 23 Keith Lovell, Mary Kolar, and Phil Ingwell 
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Leppien handed out small American flags to children along the parade route. Duesing marched 

in a lot of parades with her father. Her job was to make sure Uncle Sam had a steady supply of 

flags. Duesing said, he marched all over the country, handing out hundreds of thousands of 

ŦƭŀƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƪƛŘǎΦ {ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƛǘΦ IŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜŘ ƛǘΦ IŜ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ 

mainly for the kids, to give them some thought of patriotismΦέ 

A World War II veteran, Leppien joined 

the American Legion after the war, 

eventually becoming American 

Legion Post 501 Commander in 

Madison. We asked her why her Dad 

chose to portray Uncle Sam in his 

quest to promote a love of country. 

{ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŦƻƴŘƭȅΣ ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ 

like him. He looked and breathed 

(Uncle Sam), and he was six foot 

ǘƘǊŜŜΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜƳŀǘǳǊŜƭȅ ƎǊŀȅΦέ 

In addition to the parades, Uncle Sam 

visited veterans and children in the 

hospital....and over the years, 

[ŜǇǇƛŜƴΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ¦ƴŎƭŜ {ŀƳ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎΦ [ŜǇǇƛŜƴ 

once told a WISM-!a ǊŀŘƛƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜǊΣ ά¦ƴŎƭŜ {ŀƳΩǎ aǊΦ ¦{!Φ IŜΩǎ ŀ personification of our 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘƛŎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭ ƻŦ ¦ƴŎƭŜ 

{ŀƳΦέ 

Sadly, Leppien died rather suddenly after marching as Uncle Sam in a half dozen parades over 

the 4th of July holiday in 1981. DueǎƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘΣ έIŜ ŘƛŜŘ ǘƻƻ ȅƻǳƴƎΦ Wǳǎǘ рф ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦέ ! ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 

plaque and flagpole were placed in his memory at Westgate Mall, near his neighborhood. 

 

1 July 2021. Post 501 Legionnaire John T. Scott passed away.  

7 July 2021. At the monthly Post meeting, we welcomed National Commander candidate Dan 

Seehofer who presented his reasons for pursuing this position. 

 

15-18 July 2021. Department of Wisconsin Annual Convention, Madison Marriott West.  

Post 501 hosted the well-attended convention! 

Figure 24 Bill and Christine Robbins 

http://www.madisonlegionpost501.org/
http://www.madisonlegionpost501.org/
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18 July 2021. tƻǎǘ рлмΩǎ YŜƛǘƘ [ƻǾŜƭƭ ǿŀǎ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ as Department Vice Commander at the 

Department Convention for one year. 

26 July 2021. Post 501 Legionnaire Mark J. Raimond passed away. 
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11 Aug 2021 

 

Harvey joined Post 501 in 

2021.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Figure 25 Harvey Phillips accepted the position of Chief of Public Relations for 
Post 501. 

Figure 26 Morris Sadicario accepted the position of Post 501 Historian. 
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15 August 2021. At the /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ¦ƴƛǘ рлмΩǎ tŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /ŀǊƻƭ {ƛŘǿŜƭƭΦ 

  

 

Figure 27 Cdr. Tom, Virginia Kodl, Diane Weggen, Pat Smith, Keith Lovell 

Pictured above, left: Cdr. Thomas Stolarczyk, Past Dept President Virginia Kodl, Current Dept 

President Diane Weggen, Past Dept President Pat Smith, State Vice Cdr. Keith Lovell 
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29 August 2021. 

 

John T Scott, age 72, of Madison WI died on 1 July 2021 at 

{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ, Madison WI. He was born on 5 April 

1949 in Warsaw, IN, the son of Ester Mabry and Clifford 

Scott, Jr. Celebration of Life held 29 August 2021 at Post 

501. He is survived by his daughter, Christine (Alan) 

Sponem, his son Andrew (Sairah) Scott, his grandson, 

Sean Sponem, and his beloved cat, Neffer. He was 

preceded in death by his parents, Clifford Scott Sr., of 

Illinois, and Esther Mabry of Wisconsin, and his siblings, 

Clifford Scott Jr., and Dorothy Larm-Barnett, both of 

Illnois. He served proudly in the U.S. Army. John was a 

hardworking family man who retired from the University 

of Wisconsin after 36 years. He was a dedicated volunteer 

and enjoyed giving his time to his church and to the 

American Legion. 

John was a great man who touched countless lives and 

will be deeply missed. A Celebration of Life was held 29 

August 2021 at American Legion Post 501. 
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6 September 2021. Brats & Burgers at the East Side Club.  
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8 September 2021. Legionnaire Benito Cueves attended our monthly Post 501 meetings via 

Zoom. He did so from Mexico.  

 

Figure 28 Legionnaire Benito Cueves. 

 



P a g e | 37 

16 September 2021 Legionnaire Ed Burke distributed poppies for Auxiliary Unit 501 Poppy Fund 

at Woodman's, Milwaukee St., 

Madison.  Ed Burke, who after 

distributing Poppies all summer long, 

brought in thousands of dollars for 

our Poppy Fund. In gratitude, the 

President of our Auxiliary Unit 

ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ 9ŘΩǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ by 

ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άǘǊǳƭȅ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ 

ambassador for the Poppy program 

all it stands for.έ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 September 2021. Post 501 Legionnaire Roland Beiswanger passed away.  

 

  

Figure 29 Legionnaire Ed Burke and Poppies 
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30 September 2021.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 September 2021. Cmdr. Thomas Stolarczyk recognized the WW II items from Donna and 

Lloyd Johnson in remembrance of former Post 57 member, Robert C. Safranek. (Photo is not 

available.) 

 

 

Figure 30 Chip Feltz received a Certificate of Appreciation for 
Ƙƛǎ ŜƴƎǊŀǾƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ tƻǎǘ рлмΩǎ tƻǎǘ 9ǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ tƭŀǉǳŜΦ 
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11 Oct 2021. On behalf of Sons of the American Legion, Dane County 2nd Vice Cdr. Jerry Schultz 

& Dane County Cdr. Jerry Scalissi gave ALF The 

Dog to children at the deployment of 229th 

Engineer Company.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 October 2021. Post 501 Legionnaire Melroy J. Feit passed away.   

Figure 32 (Unmasked) Jack Fadness is taken with the charms of 
ALF the Dog. 

Figure 31 Dane Cty. 2nd Vice Cdr., Jerry Schultz & Dane Cty. Cdr. 
Jerry Scalissi, gave every child an ALF The Dog, on behalf of the 
Sons of the American Legion, at the deployment of the 229th 
Engineer Co. 
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14 Oct 2021  

On October 14th, the American Legion Post 501 came to the assistance of a local business 

needing to replace their current, ageing American Flag. A few days earlier, Paratech Ambulance 

Service, of 5496 Express Circle, Madison, called us for any ideas our Post 501 might have for 

proper replacement of thŜƛǊ ŦƭŀƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƎŜΦ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ¢ƻƳ 

responded - ǿŜΩƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ 

to perform a short service, and draw 

down the senior flag and replace it with 

a new one.  On the date selected, 

Commander Tom, 1st Vice Keith, and 

fellow Legionnaires Dave and Bill met 

the leadership and fellow 

9a¢Ωǎκt!w!a95L/{ ƻŦ tŀǊŀǘŜŎƘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 

by their flagpole.  At the proper interval, 

the flag was lowered (ask us how that 

went !~), the elder flag was properly 

folded, a short memorial describing 

the flag was read, and then the new 

flag, along with the old, was 

presented to the leadership and members of Paratech who were present.  It was a good day of 

the American Legion and local businesses of Madison working in concert to keep Old Glory 

waving proudly.  

 

Figure 34 Paratech members with Cdr. Tom. 14 Oct 21 

 

Figure 33 Legionnaires Dave and Bill, Cdr. Tom, and 1st Vice Keith. 
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6 Nov 2021. Free Brats for Veterans! 

 

Figure 35 Our volunteer crew. 6-Nov 

 

 

Figure 37 Our first customer of the day. 6-Nov 

 

Figure 38 (right) άCƭŀƎƎȅέ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ōƛǘ frisky at times! 6-Nov 

Figure 36 Legionnaire Bill Robbins used his mighty powers of 
persuasion to bring in customers. 6-Nov 
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10 Nov 2021.  New members. 

 

Figure 39 We welcomed a new member, retired Marine Steve Walter, at our November Post 501 meeting. 10Nov21 

Other new members were welcomed during the year. Frank Buress, Thomas P. Fleck, Phillip J. 

Ingwell Jr., Meade McClatchy, Donald Nichols, David Spengler, Lawrence Waldhart, and Phil 

Walters. 

  

10 Nov 2021. Anna Boehlefeld,  ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ²ƻƳŜƴǎΩ IŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ at the 

Wm. S. Middleton VA Hospital in Madison.  She was our Guest Speaker at our November Post 

501 meeting. Anna encourages 

women veterans to engage in 

the community and not stay 

solitary. She chairs several after 

hours group for women and 

ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ άaŀŘƛǎƻƴ /ŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘ 

Area, comprising about 20 

Wisconsin and northern Illinois 

counties.  

 

 

 

 
Figure 40 Anna Boehlefeld and Cdr. Tom 10Nov21 
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11 Nov 2021. Alan Kromanacker  (Post 501 Vets Council) attended the noontime Veterans Day 

commemoration at the Wisconsin State Capitol building. Alan planned the December 18th 

ά²ǊŜŀǘƘǎ !ŎǊƻǎǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

11 Nov 2021. Veterans Day at Mission BBQ. 

 

Figure 41 American Legion Post 501 and VFW post 7591 were at the Mission BBQ in recognition of Veterans Day. Post 501 Cdr, 
Tom at far right. 11Nov21 

18 November 2021. Post 501 Legionnaire Eugene Summ passed away. 

1 December 2021. Sons of the American Legion held their 2022 planning meeting  to add more 

activities to assist veterans. 

1 December 2021. Post 501 Legionnaire Dilver D. Bible passed away. 

1 December 2021. Post 501 was selected as a benficiary of the Hy-Vee Reusable Bag Program 

(3801 E Washington Ave, Madison). This program supported local non-profit organizations. For 

each purchase of a $2.50 red "My Heart" Reusable Bag, Post 501 received a $1.00 donation for 

each bag purchased. Proceeds were to be directed to the kitchen floor repair.  However, this 
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program did not happen, because the bags were not available from this Hy-Vee store.  The bags 

were subsequently reordered, and the program continued through the early months of 2022. 

 

Figure 42 The "Red Bag." 1 Dec 21 

X December 2021 The 115th Fighter Wing received five dozen cookies from Post 501 for their 

Holiday Party given for the families of currently deployed and those still here.  

8 December 2021 Frank Burris (Westfield) spoke at the December Post 501 General Meeting 

about opioids and the high degree to which veterans are affected. A solution currently being 

investigated is replacing toxic, illegal opioids with phytocannabinoids with the ultimate goal of 

controlling the addiction. Resources mentioned were Wisconsin Veterans for compassionate 

/ŀǊŜΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ ±ŜǊǘŜǊŀƴ IƻƳŜέ ƛƴ /ƘƛǇǇŜǿŀ Falls, WI. 

10 December 2021 The University of Wisconsin-Madison History Department recognized Ray 

McCool.  Senior auditor Ray McCool has been taking classes in the History Department for over 

20 years! Photo credit: Parker Schorr. (Department, 2021) 

 

Figure 43 Ray McCool at Memorial Library, University of Wisconsin Madison 12Dec21 
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17 December 2021. Post 501 Executive Committee agreed to allow the 105th Cavalry Regiment 

(άLight Horseέ) Squadron to hold their meetings at the Post on 8 March 2022, 12 July 2022, and 

8 November, with Bill Robbins as the point of contact and to secure the Post. A-troop, 1st 

Wisconsin Cavalry, Milwaukee was the source for tƘŜ ά[ƛƎƘǘ IƻǊǎŜέ nickname. 

23 December 2021 The USO was at Post 501 to get items ready for their Christmas baskets to the 

deployed. 

13-16 January 2022. Department of Wisconsin Mid-Winter Conference, held at the Ho-Chunk 

Hotel and Convention Center in Baraboo. Several Post 501 members attended, including Keith 

Lovell, Morris Sadicario, Thomas Stolarczyk. 

9 February 2022 Post 501 Commander Thomas Stolarczyk received his 30-year continuous 

membership certificate. Presenting the award was State Vice Commander Keith Lovell.  

 

Figure 44 Post 501 Commander Thomas Stolarczyk received his 30-year continuous membership certificate. With Dept. Cdr. 
Lovell. 9Feb22 
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9 March 2022 Raymond Boerke was presented by 1st Vice Commander Jerry Scalissi with his 

certificate recognizing his 15 years of Americal Legion membership. 

 

Figure 45 Legionnaire Ray Boerke was recognized for 15 years membership in the American Legion. 25 Mar 2022 

18 March 2022 Wood /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ¢ŀōƭŜ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ [ŜƎƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜ 

Harvey Philips (Post 501 Public Relations Chair). Many thanks to Harvey! A 

 

Figure 46 Post Commander's Meeting Table presented by Legionnaire Harvey Pillips 18Mar22 

 

19 March 2022. Legionnaire Bud Mautz receives his 60-year membership certificate from the 

American Legion. In attendance were (in back, from left to right) Dane County Commander 

Jerry Scallissi, Department Vice Commander Keith Lovell, Post 501 Commander Thomas 
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Stolarczyk. In front, Past National and Commander Denise Rohan, Past Department Commander 

Bud Mautz.  

 

Figure 47 Legionnaire Bud Mautz receives his 60-year membership certificate. 19Mar22 

 

19 March 2022. Dane County Commander Jerry Scalissi (left) and Post 501 Commander Thomas 

Stolarczyk (right) presented the Post 501 Legionnaire of the Year certificate to Department Vice 

Commander Keith Lovell.  
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Figure 48 Dept. Vice. Cdr. Keith Lovell received the Legionnaire of the Year Award 19Mar22 

19 March 2022 Post 501 Volunteer of the Year Award was presented to Bill Brendler. Pictured 

from left to right are Dance County Commander Jerry Scalissi, Bill Brendle, and Post 501 

Commander Thomas Stolarczyk.  
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21 March 2022 A sturdy group of volunteers helped move kitchen fixtures and other items to 

clear out the kitchen for the new floor. The volunteers were: George Gosda, Phil Ingwell, Alan 

Krumenacher, Tom LaChance, Keith Lovell, David McCormick, Mike Roche, Morris Sadicario, 

Jerry Scalissi, Jerry Schulz, Thomas Stolarczyk. 

 

Figure 49 Jerry Schultz muscles a long cabinet out of the kitchen. 

 

Figure 50 Jerry Scalissi helps drain the dishwasher before it's moved out! 22Mar22 

 

The old kitchen floor had to go. Over the years, it had been patched many times and was 

becoming unsightly and difficult to clean. The replacement floor, installed a few days later, 

solved those concerns.  


















