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Introduction 
 

The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ organization. 

Focusing on service to veterans, servicemembers and communities, the Legion evolved from a 

group of war-weary veterans of World War I into one of the most influential nonprofit groups in 

the United States. Membership swiftly grew to over 1 million, and local posts sprang up across 

the country. Today, membership stands at nearly 2 million in more than 13,000 posts 

worldwide. The posts are organized into 55 departments: one each for the 50 states, along with 

the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico, and the Philippines. (Legion, 2021) 

Over the years, the Legion has influenced considerable social change in America, won hundreds 

of benefits for veterans and produced many important programs for children and youth. 

The American Legion recognizes veterans who served honorably. Veterans are selected to 

identify Legion Post in addition to the post number. Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 was 

consolidated from two earlier posts named after these warriors: William Bateman Cairns and 

Donald C. Severson. William Cairns served on the Mexican border with Brigadier General 

Pershing and subsequently served in France. He was the first Madison area soldier to be killed 

in World War I. Donald Severson, also born in Madison, Wisconsin, enlisted in the U.S. Navy and 

entered the U.S. Marine Corps upon the completion of his Navy service. He served various 

assignments during the Korean War period. Severson was one of the founders of the Burke Post 

which requested the post name to be changed to Donald Severson Post No. 501. 

This History is dedicated to the members of Post 501, Auxiliary Unit 501, and Sons of The 

American Legion Squadron 501 who lived and enjoyed these events to the fullest! 

tƻǎǘ рлмΩǎ original Ƴƻǘǘƻ ǿŀǎ άThe Action PostΣέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴs so today. Our programs and 

activities support Veterans, Defense, Youth, Americanism and Communities. 
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William Bateman Cairns  

The American Legion Severson-Cairns Post 

501 has a proud heritage, formulated 

from the names of two local servicemen, 

one of whom died in service to his country 

in World War I. 

The current Post 501 was consolidated 

from two earlier posts named after these 

two warriors.  American Legion Victory 

Post 57 was established early on in 

Madison and named after William 

Bateman Cairns.  He was born in Madison, 

WI, on June 3rd, 1894, the older of two 

sons of William B and Dora Cairns.  One of 

his grandfathers, Samuel Gregory 

Bateman, who was born in 1839, in 

Orlean, NY, was a veteran of the Civil War. 

After attending the University of Wisconsin for two years, where his father was a professor, he 

was called into military service.  In 1916 he was a private in Company G, 1st Wisconsin Infantry, 

the Madison company of the National Guard.  He served on the Mexican Border from June 19, 

1916 to January 10, 1917, serving with the forces under Brigadier General Pershing in the 

pursuit of the Pancho Villa incursions into the border states. 

    On July 15, 1917, Cairns' unit, Company G, 127th Infantry, 32nd Division was sent to France to 

reinforce the US forces located in the Gardell sector along the Rhine-Rhone canal near 

Hagenbach.  His unit was later transferred to the Aines-Marne Offensive, conducted near 

Roncherres.  Here he lost his life on July 29, 1918, as a result of a German artillery barrage on 

the farmhouse in which Cairns was settling his unit down for the engagement.  At that time, 

with a rank of Platoon Sergeant, he was also serving as Acting Platoon Leader. 

     William B Cairns was the first Madison area soldier killed in World War I.  The well-respected 

Victory Post 57 was named in his honor, the post being made primarily of World War I 

Veterans.  William B. Cairns is buried in Forest Hills Cemetery (Section 21) here in Madison, WI. 

 

Figure 2 Cairns Family grave marker. 5 OCT 23.  

Figure 1 William Bateman Cairns in France during WW-I 
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Donald C Severson.  

 The second service member for which Post 

501 commemorates is Donald C Severson.   

Born November 10, 1929, he was raised in 

Madison, the oldest son of Russell and Rose 

Severson. 

     Donald enlisted in the U.S. Navy on 

December 9, 1948, in the Medical Corps.  

He served in various assignments during 

the Korean war period.  Upon completion 

of his Navy service, he entered the U.S. 

Marine Corps, and served in the Caribbean 

area from 1952-1953, again in the medical 

corps.  He attained the rank of Hospital-

man Third Class during this time frame. 

Upon discharge from the military, he 

returned home to Madison, and joined the 

American Legion at the Burke Post, being 

one of the original founding members.  

Burke Post was chartered in 1953.  He worked with the Wisconsin Conservation Department 

prior to his untimely passing on September 15, 1955.  He is buried in Forest Hills Cemetery in 

Madison, WI.  Upon his death, the Burke legion post Legionnaires requested that the Burke 

Post, named after the location in which it was established, be renamed on October 20, 1955, to 

be the Donald C Severson American Legion Post 501 to honor him.  The Post's motto was "The 

Action Postέ ŀƴŘ remains the same motto to this day. 

On September 18, 2008, the American Legion Post 57 "Victory Post" was consolidated along 

with the American Legion Post 501, to be named the current American Legion Severson-Cairns 

Post 501, located at 105 Dempsey Road, Madison, WI 53714. Post 501 had several iterations in 

locations - first located on Burke Road, then moved to East Washington Avenue, where the 

Office Depot is currently situated and then relocated to Lien Road, near the current East Town. 

Finally, an opportunity to purchase their own clubhouse arose from what was an ice cream 

ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ 5ŜƳǇǎŜȅ wƻŀŘΣ ƴŜŀǊ ²ƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ 9ŀǎǘΦ  

     Today, the current members of the American Legion, it's Auxiliary and the Sons of the 

American Legion, continue to carry on the programs and services established under the 

leadership of those who, before us, have proudly served and sacrificed in boots for our country. 

¢ƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ Ƙŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ άtƻǎǘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅκ!ǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǊƻƻƳέ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ǉƻǎǘ 

history and military uniformed mannequins.  Unit 501, the Legion Post Auxiliary, shares space 

with an especial display of past Unit President photos.  This updated room has drawn numerous 

Figure 3 Donald C. Severson, U.S. Navy during WW-II. 
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positive comments and is a proud addition to our Post.  Our main meeting room has photos of 

past Post Commanders, stretching back to the early years of the Severson Post. If you are in the 

area, be sure to stop in and learn about our proud service and history. 

The State of Wisconsin has maintained a long tradition ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 

history, in providing soldiers and support personnel. Camp Randall, located at the University of 

Wisconsin, Madison grounds were used during the Civil War. Fort Winnebago was used as a 

military hospital during the Blackhawk Wars and the Civil War. Other Wisconsin military 

installations include the Badger Army Ammunitions Plant, now deactivated, and Camp McCoy. 

The University of Wisconsin-Madison was established as a land-grant institution in 1866 

following The Morrill Act of 1862. The University of Wisconsin-aŀŘƛǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άŀǘ 

ƻǊ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦέ  

The members of Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 continue the duties of serving when called and 

upholding the best traditions of American fighting spirit. Post 501 is located at 105 Dempsey Rd, 

Madison, Wisconsin 53714, which is in a primarily residential neighborhood. The Post is on 

good terms with its neighbors and fosters close relationships through activities such as drive-

through Brats and Burger sales and contributions to nursing education scholarships (via the 

Forty and Eight program.) 

Because Post 501 owns its 

building, the post has the 

freedom to pursue American 

Legion activities as needed. 

Meetings, dinners, and group 

activities are held here. Historical 

items and mementos, such as the 

Post Everlasting plaques, are on 

display, along with the pictures of 

previous post commanders. 

 

Portions of this history also 

appear online at: 

  
Figure 4 Post 501 Building 

https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/commemorate/family-ties/stories-of-service/6309-william-bateman-cairns.html
https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/commemorate/family-ties/stories-of-service/6309-william-bateman-cairns.html
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Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion 
 

 

 

Figure 5 Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion 
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Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion Auxiliary 

 

Figure 6 Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion Auxiliary 
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Chapter 1 ς Roster of Post Officers 
 

Post 501 Leadership 
About one month following their election, the Post Officers were installed 12 June 2024. 

Department Adjutant Julie Muhle presided. 

Commander Jerry Scalissi  
1st Vice Commander Phil Ingwell  
2nd Vice Commander Eldon Boehm  
3rd Vice Commander Darrel ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘ  
Finance Officer Keith Lovell  
Chaplain AJ Feucht  
Asst. Chaplain Ray McCool   
Adjutant/Historian Morris Sadicario  
Judge Advocate Co-Advocate Jesse Garza  

Co-Advocate James Boll 
 

Service Officer Phil Ingwell, Jr.  
Sgt. At Arms Eldon Boehm  
Public Relations Harvey Phillips  
Executive Committee 1 Year: Bill Robbins  
 2 year: Paul Reilly  
 3 year: Christine Robbins  
Finance Committee 1 year: Darrel ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘ  
 1 year: Bill Robbins  
 2 year: Open  
 3 year: open  
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Commander and Membership Chair: Jerry 
Scalissi  

 
Adjutant and Historian Morris Sadicario 
 

 
1st Vice Commander Phil Ingwell   

 
 

2nd Vice Commander and House Committee 
Chair: Alan Kromanaker 

Photo is pending 
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3rd Vice Commander and Chaplain Darrel ά!Wέ 
Feucht 

 
 

Finance Officer Keith Lovell  

 
Judge Advocate Jesse Garza 

 
Sergeant-at-Arms Eldon Boehm 
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Executive Committee Member Christine 
Robbins; Website 

 
Executive Committee Member: Bill Robbins  

 
Finance Committee Member: Paul Reilly 

 
Service Officer, Phil Ingwell, Jr. 
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Unit 501 Officers 

 

The following positions were reassigned. 

Unit President: Rebecca Lovell 

Unit Vice President: Sonja Albright 

Unit Treasurer: Cindy Huemmer & Sonja Albright (Backup) 

Unit Chaplain: Betty Ingwell 

Unit Sergeant-At-Arms: Bill Robbins 

Unit Asst. Sergeant-At-Arms:  Eileen Hardy 

Unit Historian: Cindy Huemmer 

Unit Secretary (appointed): Cindy Huemmer 

Unit Membership Chairperson: Sonja Albright & Betty Ingwell, (Joint) 

Unit Executive Committee: Chris Robbins, Sonja Albright, Bill Robbins 

 

 

Unit 501 President and Post 501 Facebook Chair: Rebecca Lovell 

 
 

 



   P a g e | 17
  

 

Figure 7 Officers of Unit 501 Auxiliary 

Above, from left to right: Sonja Albright, Bill Robbins, Chris Robbins, Eileen Hardy, Betty Ingwell, 

Rebecca Lovell, Ellie Paulson (deceased), Marge Clark, Cindy Huemmer.  
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Squadron 501 SAL Leadership 
 

Commander: Jerry Schultz 

 
Finance Officer: Keith Lovell 

 
Chaplain: Paul Newquist Photo pending 

 
Finance Committee: Bill Robbins 
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Chapter 2 ς Roster of Legion Chairs 
Public Relations Chair, Harvey Phillips  

 
Food Committee Chair, Jerry Schultz until 
November 2024, transitioning to an interim 
food committee 

 
Committees !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴƛǎƳΥ 5ŀǊǊŜƭ ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘ 

Badger Boys State: Thomas Stolarczyk 
Children and Youth: open 
Historian: Morris Sadicario 
Honor Flights: open 
Junior Shooting Sports: William Robbins 
Law and Order: Thomas Stolarczyk 
Legislative: Morris Sadicario 
Membership: Cdr. Jerry Scalissi 
National Security: Thomas Stolarczyk 
Oratorical: Thomas Stolarczyk 
Poppy Drive: William Robbins 
POW/MIA: Thomas Stolarczyk 
Sick Call: Cdr. Jerry Scalissi 
VA Hospital: Cdr. Jerry Scalissi 
Vets Council: Alan Kromanaker 
Website: Chris Robbins, Morris Sadicario 
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Chapter 3 ς One Year Post 501 History, 1 May 2024 to 30 April 2025 
 

1 May 2024. Be the One Day. On the first day of every month, Legion Family members are 

encouraged to wear a Be the One item to show their commitment to reducing the stigma 

around mental health issues among veterans and service members, and to start a conversation 

about what Be the One is and how to save the life of a veteran. Visit legion.org/betheone.  

2 May 2024. Recognition of National Day of Prayer. The recognition was observed at noon on 

this day.  

This year's theme was LIGHT. "For you are my lamp, O Lord, and my God lightens my darkness. 

For by You I can run against a troop, and by my God I can leap over a wall. This Godτhis way is 

perfect; the word of the Lord proves true; He is a shield for all those who take refuge in Him." (2 

Samuel 22:29-31) 

The National Day of Prayer is an annual day of 

observance on the first Thursday of May 

designated by the U.S. Congress, when people 

are asked to turn to God in prayer and 

meditation. 

 

On April 17, 1952, President Harry S. Truman 

signed a bill proclaiming a National Day of 

Prayer be declared by each president at a date 

of his choice. In 1988, the law was amended so 

the day would be on the first Thursday in May 

as it still continues. 

 

A recognition of this day in prayer, meditation 

and discussion was held from 12:00 noon to 

12:30 at the Severson-Cairns Post Building, 105 

Dempsey Rd., Madison 53714. 

Present were Keith Lovell, Seán Patchin (shown 

with handout) and Morris Sadicario (presider).  
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8 May 2024. Post 501 and Unit 501 held elections.  

 

Post 501 officer results for 2024-2025 year 

¶ Commander τ Jerry Scalissi 

¶ 1st Vice Commander τ Phil Ingwell 

¶ 2nd Vice Commander τ Eldon Boehm 

¶ 3rd Vice Commander τ Darrel ά!Wέ CŜǳŎƘǘ 

¶ Finance Officer τ Keith Lovell 

¶ Chaplain τ Darrel άAJέ Feucht 

¶ Asst Chaplain τ Ray McCool 

¶ Adjutant and Historian τ Morris Sadicario 

¶ Judge Advocate τ Jesse Garza 

¶ Service Officer τ Phil Ingwell Jr. 

¶ Sgt. At Arms τ Eldon Boehm 

¶ Asst. Sgt. At Arms τ John Luttig 

¶ Executive Committee τ Christine Robbins, Paul Reilly 

¶ Food Committee: Jerry Schultz 

 

Unit 501 Auxiliary Officers  

¶ President - Rebecca Lovell 

¶ Vice President - Sonja Albright  

¶ Historian - Cindy Huemmer 

¶ Co-Treasurers Cindy Huemmer and Sonja Albright 

¶ Sergeant -At-Arms Bill Robbins 

¶ Secretary (appointed) Cindy Huemmer  

¶ Membership - Betty Ingwell and Sonja Albright  

¶ Representation at Post Executive Meetings by 2 from following members (based upon 

availability): Sonja Albright, Bill Robbins, Chris Robbins, or Rebecca Lovell. 

 

Sons of the American Legion  Squadron 501 Officers 

¶ Commander: Seán Patchin 

¶ Adjutant: Keith Lovell 

¶ Finance Committee:   
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10 May 2024. Visitation of David William Gill at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church. David was a 

member of Post 501 for 14 continuous years. Di brother Donald has been a member for 3 years. 

Following is an excerpt from the Gunderson FH obituary. 

 

MADISON - David W. Gill, age 83, of Madison, passed away at his home on Saturday, March 30, 

2024. Dave was born on August 3, 1940, in Madison, Wis. He is preceded in death by his 

parents, Arthur and Clara (Stehr) Gill, and his sister, Margery L. Gill. Dave is survived by two 

brothers, Richard (Mary) Gill and 

Donald (Carolyn) Gill, nieces, nephews, 

cousins, and a host of other family, 

friends, neighbors, and colleagues.  

 

Dave graduated from Madison West 

1958 and was then drafted into the 

United States Army. Professionally, 

Dave worked in Sales for Cantwell 

Printing, Pellitteri Systems, and 

Wisconsin Office Supply. Outside of his 

professional life, Dave was a 

passionate athlete and sports 

enthusiast. He enjoyed playing 

volleyball, softball, and tennis, always 

bringing his competitive spirit and 

sportsmanship to the game. 

 

In his leisure time, Dave had a keen 

interest in thrift shopping. However, 

ǿƘŀǘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ 

was his unwavering commitment to 

volunteering and giving back to his 

community. He generously dedicated his time and efforts to various organizations and causes, 

volunteering at race events, the VA hospital, long term care/rehab facilities, Henry Vilas Zoo, 

and many more. He was also a cherished member of the Rotary Club and the American Legion 

Post 501. He leaves behind a legacy of service and integrity that will continue to inspire those 

who had the privilege of knowing him. Dave will be fondly remembered for his big-hearted and 

charismatic spirit.  
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15 May 2024 

 

Figure 8 Ruehlow, Terry 

 

The newest member of our Severson-Cairns American Legion Post 501 Family is Terry Ruehlow, 

a Navy veteran who served in the territorial waters of Vietnam during that conflict. Terry 

enlisted in the Navy in 1963 and served both active duty and in the reserves until 1969. He had 

a few different jobs working on aircraft carriers. He started out working on the catapults that 

are used to launch fighters and says the job is not as glamorous as Top Gun made it look. In 

civilian life after the war, he worked for the state of Wisconsin in their shipping and mailing 

department, working his way up to supervisor of the department when he retired after 34 years 

of state service. Terry and his wife, Jane, have been married for over 54 years. They had a son 

and a daughter. Sadly, they lost their daughter about 10 years ago. She left behind an infant son 

ǿƘƻ ¢ŜǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ WŀƴŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎΦ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀōƻŀǊŘΣ ¢ŜǊǊȅΗ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 

post. 

16 May 2024. Bye-bye, SignUp.  

Thumbs Down on SignUp. Thanks to all who have been using the SignUp icon to schedule your 

volunteer time. SignUp has been tested and has been set aside for now. Although it was 

automated to a large degree, it was not flexible enough and took too much time to manage. 

The SignUp icon has been removed from the Post 501 homepage. We will continue to use our 

paper-based scheduling system. Sign the forms when you come to the post. Or just phone in 

ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ with us, name and 

phone number. Here are the activities: setup crew, cashiers, completed order delivery runners, 

re-supply runners, food wrappers/food table, order takers, sidewalk shills, and tear down crew. 
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18 May 2024.  

At Madison's Farmers Market 

 

Figure 9 Public Relations Harvey and Mike Henke at the Farmers Market on the Square, 18 May 2024 

 

Our Public Relations Officer, Harvey Phillips (left, above), can often be seen at Madison's 

Saturday Capitol Square Farmer Market. Harvey's always on the lookout for veterans who might 

become new Post 501 members. On this day he was with Mike Henke (right, above). Mike 

served in the US Army from 1982 to 1986. One of Mike's duty stations was at Schofield Barracks 

in Hawaii. Another was at Lowry AFB, Colorado. Harvey and Mike were also on hand to hear 

the 132d Army Band of Wisconsin National Guard. Thank you, Harvey. 

https://www.army.mil/article/237315/wisconsin_guards_132nd_army_band_serves_communities_troops
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19 May 2024. 

Results of the 2024 Oratorical Contest 

!ǳōǊŜȅ aƻƻǊŜ ƻŦ wŜƴǘƻƴΣ ²ŀǎƘΦΣ ǿƻƴ ¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ урǘƘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ hǊŀǘƻǊƛŀƭ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘΣ 

ά! /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǇŜŜŎƘ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘΣέ ŀƴŘ ŀ ϷнрΣллл scholarship on Sunday, May 19, in Hillsdale, 

Mich. Her topic was "Why Freedom of Speech is In Danger." 

 

Read more about her and other U.S. Constitution Oratorical participants. See what 

these remarkable seniors think, say, and do in their prepared presentations. 

19 May 2024. 

Legislative: Send a note to the White House. 

This week, The American Legion Grassroots Action is asking Legionnaires to contact President 

Joe Biden to request that he issue the Presidential Medal of Freedom to Legionnaire Diane 

Carlson Evans for her work on the Vietnam ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΗ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜΥ 

"The American Legion supports this recognition, and we appreciate Senator Tester of Montana 

leading the way. We are excited to introduce to you the capability to email the White House 

directly and ask the President to act!" Go to the Action Center to learn more about why 

Legionnaire Evans is being supported and how you can quickly email a letter of support in turn 

to the White House. Join American Legion National Commander Daniel Seehafer in sending 

your letter. 

 

Perhaps this is your first experience with Grassroots Action. Please try it. The American Legion 

has provided a way to contact your representatives in Congress to easily send your support of 

The American Legion's positions. This is part of the Advocacy Toolkit, and it has 

improved supporting the American Legion's efforts to better lives and conditions for veterans. 

24 May 2024. 

 

https://www.legion.org/oratorical/261725/2024-national-oratorical-winner-washington-state
https://www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/home
https://www.legion.org/washingtonconference/241150/advocacy-toolkit#overlay-context=washingtonconference/toolkit
https://www.legion-aux.org/National-Poppy-Day
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The red poppy is a nationally recognized symbol of sacrifice worn by Americans since World 

War I to honor those who served and died for our country in all wars. It reminds Americans of 

the sacrifices made by our veterans while protecting our freedoms. On Sept. 27, 1920, the 

poppy became the official flower of the American Legion Family to memorialize the soldiers 

who fought and died during the war. In 1924, the distribution of poppies became a national 

program of The American Legion.  

 

Post 501 Legionnaire Bill Robbins oversees contributions and poppy stock.  

20 May 2024. 

 

More Thoughts about the "Grassroots Action Center" 

¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ Grassroots Action Center is a platform for connecting American 

Legion members and advocates with their members of Congress on Legion legislative 

issues. The Grassroots Action Center allows The American Legion to contact every 

member of Congress on large, national campaigns as well as target specific members on 

ƪŜȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ [ŜƎƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜǎ 

can make their voices heard on Capitol Hill through this Center. 

 

Read more about The American Legion's legislative priorities. 

 

  

Please be on the lookout for friends who might be interested in being part of something 

active, honorable with history, bring them to a Post 501 meeting or Brat Drive-Through so 

they can hear our story and, hopefully, sign up. Help them complete their 'good 

intentions.'  START HERE. 

  

https://www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/home
https://www.legion.org/advocacy/legislative/legislative-agenda-point-papers
https://wipost501.com/index.php?id=74
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27 May 2024. SOLEMN PRIDE Memorial Day, May 27  at Forest Hill Cemetery 

 

The VFW Post 1318 Band, conducted by Jim 

Latimer, will start the proceedings with a pre-

ceremony concert at 9:15 am. The ceremony is 

scheduled to start at 10 am at UNION REST. 

Programs and flags will be distributed by DAR 

John Bell and Gov. Dewey Chapters. Forest Hill 

Cemetery is located at 1 Speedway Rd., 

Madison WI.  

Post 501 Member Susanne Simmons plays the 

flute in this band. 

 

27 May 2024. New Member Introduction: Fred Hinzman 

 

 
Fred is a new member of Post 501. Welcome.  
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27 May 2024. Memorial Day ά.Ǌŀǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ {ƛŘŜ /ƭǳō 

 

 

Figure 10 The view from the west of the East Side Club grounds. 27 May 2024. 

 

Members of Post 501 cooked up a storm: brats, hot dogs, burgers and cheeseburgers. The very 

conveniently located beer counter is close to our grill area. Bring a lawn chair. Bring a friend. 

From noon to 7 pm or until food runs out.  
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Monona Grove High School and ends on Pflaum Road at Sennett Middle School. More 

information here. Being in place and settled around 9 am is recommended. 

 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ŜǘƛǉǳŜǘǘŜ όŦǊƻƳ aƻƴƻƴŀ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅ tŀǊŀŘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴύ ΧΦ 

#1 Keep your child out of the road. 

#2 If you are in the parade ς hand to hand ς hand out candy. No throwing from vehicles. 

#3 Do not let your child race onto the road for candy. 

#4 Most veterans are early in the parade. Please stand for veterans if you are able. 

#5 Singing along = YES! 

#6 Cheering = YES! 

Please be safe and clean up your area before leaving ς taking your garbage with you! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Mononaparade/
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Figure 11 Harvey Phillips' Family. 
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27 May 2024. Monona Memorial Day Parade 

 

Members of Post 501 marched in the Monona Memorial Day Parade. During this time, WKOW 

TV27 took Legionnaire Harvey Phillips aside and asked him a few questions relating to Memorial 

Day and the implications to our Allies of this holiday. 

 

 

 

The full interview was reduced to 46 seconds by WKOW TV27 for TV. Watch the TV 

segment. 

https://youtu.be/Sye18j-8mSw
https://youtu.be/Sye18j-8mSw
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Always popular items, poppies are the official flower of The American Legion and memorialize 

the soldiers who fought and died in World War I. Free-will donations are applied towards The 

American Legion Family programs. Below, Linda Scalissi, toured the area handing out poppies. 

 

 
 

 

  




















































































































































































































































































































