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Introduction 
 

The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veteran’s organization. 

Focusing on service to veterans, servicemembers and communities, the Legion evolved from a 

group of war-weary veterans of World War I into one of the most influential nonprofit groups in 

the United States. Membership swiftly grew to over 1 million, and local posts sprang up across 

the country. Today, membership stands at nearly 2 million in more than 13,000 posts 

worldwide. The posts are organized into 55 departments: one each for the 50 states, along with 

the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico, and the Philippines. (Legion, 2021) 

Over the years, the Legion has influenced considerable social change in America, won hundreds 

of benefits for veterans and produced many important programs for children and youth. 

District 3 includes 63 counties. 
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Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion 
 

 

 

Figure 1 Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion 
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Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion Auxiliary 

 

Figure 2 Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion Auxiliary 
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Roster of 3rd District Officers 
 

Legion Officers 
Commander Dan O’Brien  
Vice Commander Mike Rohan  
Vice Commander 
(Crawford/Richland) 

Marlin Clark  

Vice Commander (Dane) Scott Klassy  
Vice-Commander 
(Grant/Lafayette) 

John Wilkinson, Jr.  

Vice-Commander (Iowa/Green)   
Finance Officer Denise Rohan  
Chaplain Virgil Smith  
Asst. Chaplain   
Adjutant Denise Rohan  
Historian Morris Sadicario  
Judge Advocate David Gough  
Service Officer Sam Fuller  
Sgt. At Arms Keith Lovell  

 

Legion Program Chairmen 
Commander Dan O’Brien  
Vice Commander Mike Rohan  
Vice Commander 
(Crawford/Richland) 

Marlin Clark  

Vice Commander (Dane) Scott Klassy  
Vice-Commander 
(Grant/Lafayette) 

John Wilkinson, Jr.  

Vice-Commander (Iowa/Green)   
Finance Officer Denise Rohan  
Chaplain Virgil Smith  
Asst. Chaplain   
Adjutant Denise Rohan  
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District 3 Auxiliary Officers 
President Noreen Schmidt  
1st Vice Shelley Drager  
2nd Vice Nicole Welsh  
Secretary/Treasurer Shannon Churchill  
Historian Jenni Syftestad  
Chaplain Jeanette Cline  
Gold Star Mother Jeanette Cline  
Parliamentarian Joanie Dickerson  
Sergeant at Arms Deb Rottman  
Sergeant at Arms Olivia Rottman  

 

District 3 Program Chairmen 

Americanism Carol & Bill Ridgely  
Badger Girl State Delores Woolf  
Bowling Shannon Churchill  
Children & Youth Joyce Endres  
Community Service Nicole Welsh  
Constitution and By-Laws 
Standing Rules 

Jenni Syftestad  

Credentials Shannon Churchill  
Distinguished Guest Chair Deb & Olivia Rottman  
Education Florence Wasley  
Gold Star Mothers Jeanette Cline  
M. Louis Wilson Lund Fund Lisa Olson  
Membership Shelley Drager  
Past President Parley Lisa Olson  
Poppy Connie Skelton  
VA & R Noreen Schmidt  
Public Relations 
Informer Editor 

Jenni Syftestad  
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District 3 SAL Officers 
Commander: Seán Patchin  
  
Finance: Denise Rohan   
Chaplain: Virgil Smith   
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Rotation of Spring Conferences 
2025 Green County 
2026 Iowa County 
2027 Lafayette County 
2028 Richland County 
2029 Crawford County 
2030 Dane County 
2031 Grant County 
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History 1 May 2024 to 30 April 2025 
 

27 January 2025. District Commander O’Brien went to the Crawford County meeting last 

Monday night in Gays Mills.  They have built a brand-new Post, and it looks great.  The Gays 

Mills Post has offered to host the 2025 Fall Conference.  This will get everyone in the 3rd 

District a chance to come see the wonderful job they did.   

6 February 2025. I was on the road doing Legion business yesterday and didn't get time to get 

the Membership Report out to you.  We added 41 Legion Members to our Membership this 

past week.  Hats off to Dane county they accounted for 28 Legion Members.  They really got on 

the 2930 list and were able to transfer 13 Headquarter 2930 Members into local Posts.  These 

are Legion Members who can now get involved with local Posts.  So glad to see this work done 

bringing 2930 Legion Members into our Posts. 

16 February 2025. Hazel Green Veterans Appreciation. 

22 February 2025. The District Oratorical is set for Saturday February 22nd at the Marshall 

Legion Post.  Doors open at 11am and the contest is scheduled to start at noon.  Oratorical 

Chairman Peter Herman has informed me that we have 5 contestants this year.  Looking 

forward to some great competition. I hope that we get a good turnout of Legion members to 

come to the contest to show support for these students.  Having a showing of Legion Members 

will show the students and parents that we support our Oratorical Program. 

26 April 2025. Spring Conference was held Saturday April 26th at the Monroe Legion Post 

84.  Flyer is in appendix. A flyer will be coming out soon so you can get your reservations sent 

in.  We will be looking for delegates to the State Convention and the National Convention. 
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Appendix 

Flyers 
 

 

Figure 3 Announcement for the 3rd District picnic, Mt Horeb, 13 AUG 2022. 
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Figure 4 Flyer Posted by Reverend Alan McCormick, 5 FEB 2025. 

  



P a g e  | 15 

 

Figure 5 Flyer 3rd District Spring Conference 26 APR 2025 
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Events and Ceremonies 
 

 
The Wisconsin participation in America250 logo. 

 (Sadicario, Legiontown USA250, 2025) 

Wisconsin Legion Family at Two Lights for Tomorrow 

Madison, WI 

April 14, 2025 

The State of Wisconsin and Wisconsin historical associations kicked off the “Two Lights for 

Tomorrow” ceremony at the Wisconsin State Capitol in Madison, on Monday, April 14, 2025. 

There was a ceremonial lighting of two lights at the Capitol Rotunda at noon. Wisconsin 

legislators are working on passing 2025 Assembly Joint Resolution 17 proclaiming the week of 

April 14 as “Two Lights for Tomorrow Week.” They have called on all Wisconsinites to unite in 

remembrance of our shared history and are encouraging all Wisconsin government buildings, 

community centers, public spaces and citizens to take part in this symbolic display. This is a 

uniting call for our citizens to celebrate and serve. 

American Legion SAL members from nearby locations attended this ceremony: PNC Denise 

Rohan (Post 385-Verona), Chaplain/3VC Darrel “AJ” Feucht (Post 501-Madison), Historian 

Morris Sadicario (Post 501-Madison) and Historian Seán Patchin (3rd District SAL). 

A color guard dressed in Revolutionary uniforms started the proceedings, followed by the Pledge 

of Allegiance and "The Star-Spangled Banner." Gov. Tony Evers highlighted the many firsts 

Wisconsin brought: kindergarten, the five-day work week, unemployment compensation, 

highway numbering system and more. He said that this "Two-Light" nationwide initiative, 

conceived by former curator at the Wisconsin Veterans Museum Kevin Hampton, is another first. 

The Two Lights for Tomorrow website is at wisvetsmuseum.com/america250. Kevin is now at 

the Virginia American Revolution 250 Commission. 

A ceremony including “Paul Revere’s Ride” is planned for presentation during “Two Lights” week 

at Post 501 in Madison. 
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The "Two Lights for Tomorrow" logo. 

 
From left: 3rd District SAL Historian Seán Patchin, PNC Denise Rohan, Chaplain/3VC Darrel "AJ" 

Feucht and Wisconsin Veterans Affairs Secretary James Bond. 
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The Sons of the American Revolution flank Mary Parker of the Daughters of the American 

Revolution. 
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"Don't trifle with the Fifer!" Bob Plastine. 
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Chris Kowalkowski, director of the Wisconsin Veterans Museum, and the two lights. 
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Figure 6 Impromptu meeting, Morris Sadicario, Seàn Patchin, Darrel "AJ" Feucht, Denise Rohan.  14 APR 2025 Credit: John 
Schroeder, Wisconsin Eye. 

Submitted by: 

Morris Sadicario, Wisconsin 3rd District Historian (Severson-Cairns American Legion Post 501) 

  



P a g e  | 22 

References 
American Legion. (2022, July 16). Post . Retrieved from Facebook American Legion: 

https://www.facebook.com/americanlegionhq 

Bradley, B. G. (2023, Oct 5). Talking Spirits. (D. H. Whitney Derendinger, Performer) Forest Hills 

Cemetery, Madison, WI, USA. 

Chapelle, Angela. (2022, 09 16). Legion Family Spotlight Department of Wisconsin. Madison, WI, 

USA. Retrieved from WILEGION: 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/FMfcgzGqQclRCjGvlGDwmMlBDlgfLxfq 

eNews. (2023, 01 26). Retrieved from Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs: 

www.WisVets.com 

Legion, A. (2021). History: American Legion. Retrieved from American Legion: 

https://www.legion.org/history 

Local Obituaries for Wednesday, December 14, 2022. (2022, Devember 14). Retrieved from 

Wisconsin State Journal: 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/FMfcgzGrbbtGzmhcWGQDWFQSbMpcKdGh 

Richardson, C. (2022, July 7). Enthusiasm Helps Post Surpass Donations. Retrieved from The 

American Legion: https://www.legion.org/100miles/256191/enthusiasm-helps-post-

surpass-donations-vcf 

Robbins, C., & Robbins, W. (2021, March 9). Madison Legion Post 501 Photo Gallery. Retrieved 

from Madison Legion Post 501: http://www.madisonlegionpost501.org/post-501-photo-

gallery 

Sadicario, M. (2022, July 25). Korea wartime story of Paul Reilly. Retrieved from Legiontown: 

http://www.legiontown.org/korean-war-story/9198/korea-wartime-story-paul-reilly 

Sadicario, M. (2022, June 30). The Right Challenge at the Right Time. Retrieved from 

Legiontown: http://www.legiontown.org/100-miles/9098/right-challenge-right-time 

Sadicario, M. (2025, 4 14). Legiontown USA250. Retrieved from Legiontown: 

https://www.legiontown.org/usa-250/14231/wisconsin-legion-family-two-lights-

tomorrow 

Tots, M. T. (2022, 12 1). Virtual Toy Box. Retrieved from Marine Toys for Tots: 

https://www.toysfortots.org/virtualtoybox/Default.aspx 

 

  



P a g e  | 23 

 

Index 

Flyers 
Hazel Green, 14 

Patchin, Seán, 10 
Preamble to the Constitution 

The American Legion, 6 
The American Legion Auxiliary, 7 

Rohan, Denise, 10 
Smith, Virgil, 10 

 


