American Legion Auxiliary Archives

From 2016 to April 2023

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY UNIT 501 (updated 4/19/2023 - Latest Update: Next
Unit 501-member meeting is scheduled for Saturday, May 6, 2023 at 11:00 am at Severson-
Cairns American Legion Post 501, 105 Dempsey Road, Madison - See below Eligibility
requirements.
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Eligibility Requirements for American Legion Auxiliary Membership:

Membership in The American Legion Auxiliary shall be limited to the grandmothers, mothers,
sisters, wives and direct and adopted female and now also male descendants of all women and
men, who are members of the American Legion, and/or who honorably served in the Armed
Forces of the United States, any time after December 7, 1941. This includes women who are
eligible for membership in the American Legion in their own right, and also spouses of an
eligible female veteran. Direct descendants refer to daughters and granddaughters, only. If the
application is based upon a LIVING MEMBER, the living member must be a member of the
American Legion, at any Post in America. If based upon a deceased member, who was not a
member of the American Legion, then the applicant must provide proof their relationship.

Annual membership costs for Unit 501 are $35 for seniors and $5.25 for juniors (ages up to 18).
Use the “CONTACT US” page in this website for details/application forms; call us at our phone
number listed below (608 244 7166), or go to the National American Legion Auxiliary home
page ( https://www.alaforveterans.org/ ), look for the “JOIN” tab, then check “Membership
Availability”, print off the form, complete as best you can, and then join on line, or send the
completed form along with first year’s membership cost to our Post 501 HQ - American Legion
Unit 501 , Membership Chairperson, P.O. Box 14343, Madison, W1 53708-0343.

We, the members of The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 501, will certainly welcome you onto
our team, in support of those currently serving, and also all veterans and their families.
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Unfortunately, for many reasons, Auxiliary Unit 501 did not accomplish it’s goal of 100%
membership for the year 2022 - 2023. We have, currently, 41 members. Renewal notices will be
sent out to our upcoming year, please let us know if you are unable to support our Unit 501,
maybe there is a way we can help. Let’s build for the future of supporting Veterans and their
families - including their children. Your personal support is really needed!


https://www.alaforveterans.org/),

SPECIAL NOTE: the Auxiliary Leadership at the Wisconsin Department level are offering a
GNOME Pin to those who sign up a new member, either a new 2023 Senior or Junior member.

Contact President Rebecca of Unit 501 for details. Neat pin!! Who doesn’t like Gnomes?
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UPDATE: Special event for 2023 year! Auxiliary Unit 501 is planning on a few poppy
distributions day, based upon the Birthdays of the different military services. We are working
with a local organization to schedule some days to celebrate the creation of our US Army, Navy,
Air Force and even the Marines. Possibly also the Coast Guard, the National Guard and Reserves
along with the newly formed Space Force. (Do you know anyone serving in this branch of
service? If so, let us know). More details to follow quite shortly if and when dates are confirmed.
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RECENT UNIT 501 NEWS:

(4/19/2023):

We are saddened by the news that Unit 501 Past President, Ellie Paulson, passed away on
Tuesday, April 18, 2023. A funeral service will be held at Messiah Lutheran Church, 5202
Cottage Grove Road, Madison, at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, April 26, 2023. Burial will be held
at Highland Memory Gardens. Visitation will be held at the church from 9:30 a.m. until the time
of the service on Wednesday. Obituary and details can be found at Gunderson Funeral &
Cremation care website: https://www.gundersonfh.com/obituaries/Eleanor-Violet-
Paulson?obld=27743811#/obituaryInfo

(4/13/2023):

We are saddened by the news that Unit 501 Past President Saranne “Sara” L. (Meyer) Strain
passed away on April 10, 2023. A funeral service will be held at 11:00 AM on Monday April 17,
2023 at CRESS FUNERAL HOME, 3325 E. Washington Ave. Madison with Rev. Tim Schaefer
presiding. A luncheon will follow the funeral on Monday. Visitation will be from 2:00 until
5:00 PM on Sunday April 16, 2023 at the funeral home and also from 10:00 AM until the service
on Monday at the funeral home. Her obituary can be found at Cress Funeral Home website:
https://www.cressfuneralservice.com/obituary/SaranneSara-Strain
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We recently learned of the passing of Unit 501 member Mildred Wilke. If anyone has an address
of a family member, please pass this information on to Betty Ingwall.
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Latest Plans for POPPY Distribution: our Auxiliary Unit 501 will plan on distributing the
Poppies in remembrance for those who have given their lives in support of our nation’s
involvement in foreign wars. This fund raising is critical in order to provide benefits for our


https://www.gundersonfh.com/obituaries/Eleanor-Violet-Paulson?obId=27743811#/obituaryInfo
https://www.gundersonfh.com/obituaries/Eleanor-Violet-Paulson?obId=27743811#/obituaryInfo
https://www.cressfuneralservice.com/obituary/SaranneSara-Strain

veterans, especially those in our VA hospital here in Madison; this is only one of our critical
needs/obligations, which also include Scholarships for High School students looking to move on
to higher education, and various other VA&R programs.

Our local William S Middleton Memorial VA hospital has temporarily, we hope, suspended
Poppy distribution in it’s facilities. Our Auxiliary planned on conducting distribution efforts on
the various Birthdays of our military services; primarily focusing on Army, Navy and Marine
special days. These dates have now been suspended.

We will now approach several businesses here in the Madison area, to inquire of availability of
using their premises for a Poppy Distribution table. We will provide updates as soon as more
information is available. Stay tuned to this website/link.

The important physical action needed, when dates are set, are teams of two members of our
American Legion Post 501 family - this means not only the Auxiliary Unit members, but also the
SAL and Legionnaires could please step up to help out for at least a three hour block, either in
the morning from 9 AM > Noon, or from Noon > 3 PM, at least for one day of this year 2023.

Contact our Auxiliary President, Rebecca, for any assistance you might be able to provide at a
local business enterprise which just might be willing to support this vital mission. If you have
never had the privilege of distributing these viable Poppy’s, don’t fret, we will share how to have
a rewarding experience in assisting distribution methods, before you go forward. It’s easy.

By the way, assisting consists mainly of sitting at a table and sharing with vets and family
members who pass by, the reason/history of the Poppy, to include the poem In Flanders Fields.

Check it out, and volunteer for at least 3 hours, once per year. Our fine Auxiliary needs your
assistance. We do not yet have confirmed dates, and will have additional guidance as time
develops.
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Second important action which arrived out of our meeting today, 12/4/22, is the end of year
derived Poppy distributions which Auxiliary Unit 501 will be making in the near term: $1,000 to
each of - Veterans & Family Assistance Fund, Homeless Female Veterans Grant Fund,
Scholarships, and Camp American Legion. These funds are sent directly to the American Legion
Auxiliary, Wisconsin Department, for disbursement in the amount we have dedicated.

In addition, our Auxiliary Unit 501 will spend up to $1,000 to purchase, from the 2022-2023
Wish List of Items needed for the members, and their families, residing in our local William S.
Middleton Memorial Veterans Hospital, from local retail outlets here in Madison. This benefit
should be accomplished NLT February 2023.

These expenditures have come from our Unit 501 Poppy Distribution activities these past two
years. Our Unit retains none of these Poppy funds for our Unit use. They must be distributed as
directed by higher HQ - we can pick and choose amongst the 21 options.
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CURRENT AUXILIARY UNIT 501 LEADERSHIP
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Auxiliary Unit 501 April 9 meeting. We elected our 2022-2023 officers.
At the Unit 501 elections on April 9, 2022, these positions have been reassigned.

CURRENT: 2022-2023 Unit 501 Leadership:

Unit President: Rebecca Lovell

Unit Vice President: Sonja Albright Unit Treasurer: Cindy Huemmer
& Sonja Albright (Backup)

Unit Chaplin: Betty Ingwell

Unit Sergeant-At-Arms: Bill Robbins

Unit Asst. Sergeant-At-Arms: Eileen Hardy

Unit Historian: Cindy Huemmer

Unit Secretary (appointed): Cindy Huemmer Unit Membership Chairperson: Sonja

Albright & Betty Ingwell, (Joint) Unit Executive Committee: Chris Robbins, Sonja
Albright, Bill Robbins



2022-2023 American Legion Auxiliary Unit 501°s Officer Installation on June 8, 2021. WI
American Legion Department Vice Commander, Julie Muhle, was the installing officer.
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Also, note that our Auxiliary Membership Chairperson, Betty, wants to pass along that several
long standing members still are a bit delayed in their membership dues for the current serving
year. If one of them is yourself, simply check with Betty to see if this issue can be resolved. We
need to make sure that you are still out there, and still willing to serve alongside.

*khkkkkik

As we all know - May is POPPY Month, in remembrance of those lost, from all countries
involved, in the Great War |. Friday, May 26th is the National Poppy Day, and our American
Legion Post and Unit 501 have the honor of establishing a poppy distribution table at the East
Side Club, Monona Drive, on Memorial Day, May 29th, 2023. Set up TBD, possibly around
Noon, just after the Monona Parade. Our Post 501 will offer to those who show up to savor the
Post 501 Brat and Burger meal, and imbibe at the Tiki Bar, as we enjoy the sunset over the
Madison skyline. Stick around until about 8 PM. Great chance to provide the opportunity for
folks to show their patriotism and remembrance of those who gave all in service to their country
- whether it be America, Britain, Canada, Belgium, France, and even Germany, their sons are
interred in some of the same cemetery’s located in those hallowed field.

Let us remind one and all of the poem “In Flander’s Fields”, written by a Canadian Doctor John
McCrae, as he surveyed the killing fields while trying to save as many of the wounded as
possible. Have that poem handy as you offer those who seek to donate for a poppy to attach to
their person in show of remembrance. And thank them for their respect.
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Auxiliary Unit 501 thanks Legionnaire Ed Burke who has distributed Pppies all summer long
for Unit 501°s Poppy Fund. Here is Ed at Woodman’s East in Madison on 9/16/2021.
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Celebration of Life for Unit 501°s Past President Carol Sidwell, 8-15-2021
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Pictured with Post 501 Cdr. Tom Stolarczyk & State Vice Cdr. Keith Lovell are Past Dept. Pres.
Virginia Kodl; Current Dept. Pres. Diane Weggen; Past Dept. Pres. Pat Smith.

Carol you are greatly missed.
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Installation of Unit 501°s Officers for 2021-2022 on June 9, 2021.

Dane County Auxiliary President Karen Runk installed our officers for 2021-2022.
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Dne County Aux. President, Karen Runk, passing the avel to Unit 501's President, Rebecca
Lovell.
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In the April 2022 Post 501 Newsletter, our Unit 501 Commander Rebecca wanted to bring to
your attention that due to the activities of the Auxiliary Unit 501, we were able to donate a check
for $1,000 to the Post for needed equipment to enhance our Brat and Burger sales days, to
include a new tent and signs. In addition, some physical work is needed around the Post 501
facility to enhance both it’s usefulness and appearance. The Legionnaires of Post 501 stood and
clapped for this honor presented. Good job Auxiliary members!
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For those Auxiliary Unit 501 members who came to the Memorial Day, May 31, 2021, at the
East Side Club (ESC), on Monona Drive, on the lake, for a flag raising ceremony, we thank you
for your presence. Our Legion Post 501 has been in partnership with the ESC for the past year, in
serving their members with our famous Brats and Burgers. The ESC has emplaced a new flag
pole, and our Post 501 did assist in the initial flag raising. Several members of Unit 501
participated, welcome opportunity to share our Patriotism. There was music, food, and copious
libations to celebrate this event. One did not need to be a member of the ESC to enjoy the day by
the Lake.

*khkkkk
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NEWS FOR AUXILIARY UNIT 501 ASSOCIATION, YEAR 2021

This June, on Monday, June 14th, 2021, there will be a memorial ceremony to celebrate the
American Legion Post/Unit 501 recipient of the stone which honored Milford (Bill) Leppien,
who presented, as Uncle Sam, the best America had to offer at various memorial Holidays, to
include Washington DC. Since being a member of the American Legion Post 501, the stone was
brought back to our Post 501. There will be a ceremony, at 1:30 PM on that Monday. Any and all
Auxiliary members are really needed to attend if possible. If you need assistance for
transportation, please let the Auxiliary leadership know.
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The dates for Wisconsin’s American Legion Department Annual Convention is rapidly
approaching. This year, 2021, the Convention will be held again in Middleton, on 15 thru 18
July, a Thursday through Sunday. The Auxiliary Unit 501 will again be offered a table for Raffle
basket drawings, so watch the calendar for dates to gather and put baskets together. Currently,
that date for basket assembly is June 25, @ 11 AM, at Post 501 Clubhouse. This is a big fund
raiser for Unit 501, so plan on attending. Any assistance you could provide will be well
appreciated. The dates for the basket construction will be announced shortly.

In addition, all Auxiliary Unit 501 members are welcome to attend the Convention. The
Department Auxiliary Units from around the state will be in attendance, so this is a great
opportunity to network together with those who serve our veterans and their families. After all,
this is the reason for the existence of the Legion Auxiliary.

Please don’t forget and to be sure to put these dates on your calendar.
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Still pending - “Our FLAME needs to be kindled”, as stated by Past Department President Char
Kiesling. What does this mean to me and especially you? It’s about membership, both attracting
new and renewing current members. Even though you may not be able to devote some of your
personal time to the activities of our Auxiliary Unit 501, don’t think that your membership has
no value. There is a story going around of a recent meeting between a legislator and our Past
American Legion Commander, Denise Rohan, at a meeting in Washington DC. Evidently, when
asked about the Membership of the Legion overall, Denise indicated it is in the neighborhood of
+2 Million. The legislator retorted that if she could represent 5M, then maybe they could have a
conversation. Sad. In spite of this, we must keep the faith. Every vote counts, according to the
legislators running for office, so that means, deep down, so does every member of the American
Legion Auxiliary. The longest journeys in history all began with one first step. No mountain on
this earth is too high to conquer, no ocean too deep. You can be a part, while maybe small in the
overall vision, but your participation should be very big to us, and immensely important in your
heart of helping us to meet the mission of our Auxiliary.
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WHY JOIN THE AMERICAN LEGION UNIT 501 AUXILIARY?

To continue to serve those who, just like your own loved ones, have served their country, you
want to be able to stand alongside those who care for the veterans, their family - and especially
their children.

American Legion Auxiliary members, since the founding or our organization in 1919, have been
committed to meeting the needs of veterans, the military, and their families. The American
Legion Auxiliary will continue its century-old legacy of “Service Not Self” well into the future.
An increasing number of veterans, service members, and their families will need support. The
American Legion Family is taking a “big picture” look at how to help these future families, and
keeping our membership strong. You can be a part of this service.

To be counted on in our State and National legislative halls; to let our elected representatives
know that we are watching them as they perform their duties to properly care for the active duty
personnel and the veteran and their families.

To provide over $1 million in scholarships nationwide for deserving youths, through fundraising
such as Poppy sales. It takes people who volunteer to accomplish this.

To provide nearly $1/4 Million to assist fellow Auxiliary members in time of need.
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WHAT'S IN IT FOR ME?

The personal reward of standing above and beyond most Americans, and who, while you may
not have personally served in a military position, you did indeed stand alongside a service
person, providing support and reassurance that our country needed them.

Work alongside, together with other women, and now also men, who feel that their time is well
spent in the social and support side of the American Legion.

Provide an outlet for those who like to volunteer their valuable time in support of honorable
causes.

To share laughs, good times, and remember the past with those who have endured similar life's
experiences in support to our Armed Forces. Some of those times were tough, and some quite
rewarding. They are all, and will always be, a part of your life.
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The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 501 proudly lives their Mission Statement which
reads: “In the spirit of Service, Not Self, the mission is to support the American Legion and to
honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans and their families,



both at home and abroad. For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our citizens,
mentor youth and promote patriotism, good citizenship, peace and security®.

We are the largest, in terms of membership, women's service organization and our goal is to
continue to build to 1 Million members nationwide.

*khkhkkikkx

NEWS FOR AUXILIARY UNIT 501 ASSOCIATION FOR 2019

Unit 501 President, Rebecca Lovell, introduced the Installing Officer, Third District President,
Jenni Syftestad, on 6-12-2019.
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Aucxiliary Unit 501's 2019-20 Officers:
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Auxiliary Unit 501 December 11, 2019, Meeting Attendees:
Pictured L-R are Mo, Carol, Ellie, Nicole, Cindy, Ann, Sandy, Betty, Millie, Mary, Sonja, Linda
(Photo by Unit 501 President Rebecca Lovell)
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Members of Unit 501 spread holiday cheer along with other Auxiliary members at Middleton
VA Hospital. Throughout the year our members handmade the stockings and collected
donations. On December 10, 2019 we stuffed them with toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs, hats,
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socks, notebooks, cards, ornaments, and cards. We then had the honor of going to the patient
rooms and giving them to veterans staying in the hospital.
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Congratulations are in order to Auxiliary Unit Post 501 for achieving 100% membership for
2018-2019 action year. On 2/13/2019 Unit 501 President Rebecca Lovell accepts the

membership application, as recorded by Unit Secretary Ellie Paulson, which helped achieve this
Honor.
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UPDATE - The American Legion Annual State Convention for 2019 is now history. (So was
the 2020 convention - history of never happened). Post 501's Auxiliary had an instrumental
effect in making the 2019 Convention a huge success. Many of the Auxiliary members
contributed their time and effort, either through personal volunteer service at the convention
facilities, and also preparing the many gorgeous raffle baskets in fund raising. A big shout out
and thank you to all is well deserved. Refer to the 2019 Convention Photo Gallery for pictures.
Contact person for the Auxiliary Unit 501 for our 2021 convention is Rebecca Lovell, 608-513-
2725 or e-mail at rlovell03@hotmail.com.

We will be looking for donations for basket raffles at the next convention
in July 2021. See notes above - assembly of baskets now scheduled for July 25th, at 11 AM.



There are many opportunities available to help volunteer at the Department of Wisconsin’s
Annual convention. Some positions are not too difficult; actually can be a lot of fun, and may
not take up too much of your time.

Stay tuned for more information on the convention needs for 2021.
*khkkkkk
NEWS FOR AUXILIARY UNIT 501 ASSOCIATION FOR 2018

GRAND OPENING OF UNIT 501'S AUXILIARY MEETING & HISTORY ROOM (Updated
12/7/2018)

It’s finally completed, and now old history. Our American Legion Auxiliary & Post 501 History
Room now has the new ceiling and lighting installed. Many thanks to those craftsmen, Gene,
Dan, Keith, Jerry, Rich, and Ken for managing and completing this project. It would be a great
challenge to find a more functional room amongst any other WI Legion Posts. This room was
initially envisioned by our Post Commander and Auxiliary President over the past two years.

A photographic history of all Unit 501's Auxiliary Past Presidents can be found on this wall.
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The new ceiling and lighting has added a warmth to our room.
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Grand opening on Wednesday, Sep. 13, 2017. Be sure to stop by and check it out.
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First gathering of Auxiliary Unit 501 in their new meeting room on Sep 13, 2017.

POST 501 AUXILIARY LEADERSHIP (now past history, but we are leaving this on the
link for historical purposes):

At the June 13, 2018, Post 501 member meeting, Auxiliary Unit 501 President Rebecca Lovell
asked the officers to be installed to come to the front of the Hall. President Lovell introduced the
Installing Officer, Carol Sidwell. The Sgt.-at-Arms was directed to call the roll of the officers to
be installed. The Installing Officer then led the incoming officers in the swearing of their

oaths. The Installing Officer then charged each of the officers with their new responsibility.

2018-2019 Leadership:

Unit President: Rebecca Lovell
Unit Vice President: Marge Clark
Unit Treasurer: Sonja Albright
Unit Chaplin: Betty Ingwell

Unit Secretary (appointed): Ellie Paulson
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Newiy installed 2018-19 Unit 501 Auxiliary President, Rebecca Lovell, and Post 501
Commander, Thomas Stolarczyk - 6';13-2018.

Auxiliary Unit 501's 2018-19 Officers: Secretary (appointed), Ellie Paulson; Chaplin, Betty
Ingwell; Treasurer, Sonja Albright; Vice President, Marge Clark; President, Rebecca Lovell (6-
13-2018).
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President Rebecca Lovell -being recogﬁized for her leadership on June 14, 2017.
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President hébecca Lovell receivin award rom Middleton Memorial VA Hospital Auxiliary
F:e;presentative, Rosie Winger on 4-28-2018.

May 8, 2017
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Post 501 Cdr. Tom Stolarczyk & Unit 501 President Rebecca Lovell presenting Cert. of
Appreciation to A&W - 3/20/2017
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Unit 501 President Rebecca Lovell presenting Cert. of Appreciation to Post 501 Cdr. Tom
Stolarczyk on 8/9/2017.
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NEWS FOR AUXILIARY UNIT 501 ASSOCIATION FOR 2017

Post 501 Cdr. Tom Stolarczyk and Auxiliary Unit 501 President Rebecca Lovell presented a
Certificate of Appreciation to the Madison Police Department on May 8, 2017.

Post 501 Cdr. Tom Stolarczyk & Aux. Unit 501 Pres. Rebecca Lovell presenting Cert. of
Appreciation to Blain's Farm & Fleet - 2/17/2017.
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Post 501 Cdr. Tom Stolarczyk & Aux. Unit 501 Pres. Rbecca Lovell presenting Cert. of
Appreciation to Metro Market - 2/17/2017
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Aui‘li‘éry Unit 501 President Rebecca Lovell presenting Cert. of Appreciation to Schoepp
Motors - 2/17/2017.
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The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 501 recently began handing out Certificate of Appreciation
for flying the American Flag to businesses in Madison as part of the American Legion Auxiliary
Americanism program.

On February 17, 2017, Auxiliary Unit 501 President Rebecca Lovell, accompanied by Post 501
Commander Thomas Stolarczyk, presented the first three certificates to Metro Market, Blain's
Farm & Fleet, and Schoepp Motors.

We will continue this program and update you with the additional certificates we present. If you
have any questions, please contact Rebecca Lovell at (608) 244-7716.
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NEWS FOR AUXILIARY UNIT 501 ASSOCIATION FOR 2016

Ongoing activities that our Unit 501 members participate in at home -

Hand crocheted hats that are sent to the VA Hospital in Madison.

) \- >~
Cindy & Betty making Christmas stockings for VA Hospital on Aug. 29, 20109.
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Ellie cutting out stocking patterns for Christmas stockings for VA Hospital on Aug. 29, 2019.


https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/55da1a68e4b075cc0a4480a0/1568397118132-WX872AJUB170H922EG5K/20190829_170928.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/55da1a68e4b075cc0a4480a0/1568397118132-WX872AJUB170H922EG5K/20190829_170928.jpg

Lori & Ellie making Christmas stockings for VA Hospital on Aug. 10, 2018.
> Hand made Christmas stockings for the VA Hospital in Madison.

Ongoing activities within the American Legion Family and community that our unit members
participate in include:

> Poppy distribution with the donations supporting proven programs
that help veterans in our local area.

> Basket raffles to support programs as well as candidates for
department and national offices.

> Volunteer time during fund raising dinners and breakfasts at our
Post 501.
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> Actively participate in educational and informational sessions as well
as business meetings for the greater Legion family at Spring
conferences, State Conventions, and the Fall Forums.

> Participate in the annual Wisconsin American Legion Auxiliary State
Bowling Tournament. This is a lot of fun for all!

> Sponsor girls from 5 local high schools to attend Badger Girls State.
This chance to attend that we provide challenges each young woman in a positive manner for
the rest of their lives.

> Sponsor individuals from our area on American Legion Auxiliary
scholarships.

AT

Unit 501 President, Rebecca Lovell, and Diana Jensen carrying flags at Forest Hill
Cemetery, Madison, WI, on Memorial Day, May 30, 2016.

> Participate in yearly Memorial Day and Veteran's Day ceremonies
at the Wisconsin State Capital in Madison, as well as carry flags at
the Memorial Day Ceremony at Forest Hill Cemetery in Madison.
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If you are even just a bit interested in joining, or wish a few more details, please go to the
"Contact Us" tab at the top of this page. We'll get answers back to you right away. Or, just place



your cursor over the American Legion Symbol at the top of this page, and click on. This will take
you to the Home Page of this fine organization.

We look forward to having each of you join our Unit as we serve the veteran and their families.



