
 

 

Special Points of  Interest: 
 

Some of the following events are 
listed as Tentative. Please check 

your email or our webpage or 
call us for updates. 

 

4 September 
Brat Fest East Side Club, 4-7 PM. 

 

5 September 
Brat Fest Drive Thru at Post 501, 
105 Dempsey Rd, 10AM-4PM, 

Public Welcome. 
 

9 September  
Post & Unit Meetings- CANCELED  

 

11 September 
Brat Fest East Side Club, 4-7 PM. 

 

12 September 
Post Breakfast   *CANCELED*  

 

12 September 
Brat Fest Drive Thru at Post 501, 
105 Dempsey Rd, 10AM-4PM,  

Public Welcome. 
 

12 September 
Celebration of Freedom 

State Headquarters, Postage 
See Page 4 for more information. 

 

15 September - Tentative 
40&8 Promenade, 7 PM 

 

17 September -  Tentative 
Post Cards & Coffee, 9AM– Noon,  

Donuts by Greenbush Bakery. 
 

18 September 
Brat Fest East Side Club, 4-7 PM. 

 

25 September 
House Committee Meeting 8:45AM 
Post Executive Cmty Meeting, 9AM 

 

25 September 
Brat Fest East Side Club, 4-7 PM. 

 

26 September  & 3 October  
Brat Fest Drive Thru at Post 501, 
105 Dempsey Rd, 10AM-4PM. 

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

    The summer has gone and soon the leaves will be falling?  I want to thank 

all of your legionnaires that have supported the Post during the summer and 

this year so far. 

    We will be having a Brat Fest/Hot Dog/Hamburger Sale at 105 Dempsey 

Road, Madison on 05, 12, 26  September from 10 am to 4 pm. Please come 

out and enjoy a Brat. Thanks to William and Christine Robbins, Jerry 

Schultz, Becky and Keith Lovell, John Scott, John Littig, Jerry Scalissi, 

Carol Sidwell, Rich Ruland and Romeo Castillo, for your help at the Brat 

Fest.  Your help is still needed at this event. 

    The Post needs Volunteers for other duties around the Post. There is a list 

in the office if you are interested in helping on any of the projects.  

    Snow removal will be needed to clear the sidewalks and around the front 

and side to make it easier to walk up to the building. Since we have no idea 

when it will snow, please help out or give us a call.  

     If you know of someone that can plow the parking lot, give us a call as we 

will be getting bids. 

    I want to thank the following: Jack Fadness, Fred Cross, Edward Burke 

and Donald Brinkmeier for your very much appreciated contribution to the 

Post—THANK YOU.                     (Continued on page 2) 

    I hope you are all doing well.  Sending love and comfort to those who 

need it, I miss seeing all your wonderful faces.  As we continue to navigate 

the new normal, adjusting our daily life to ensure the safety of not just our 

community, but our families, and ourselves, I hope you and your family are 

doing your part to mask up, stay safe and be well.   

    September 11, is Patriot Day Holiday observed in the United States to 

commemorate the lives of those who died in the 2001 terrorist attacks on the 

World Trade Center in New York City and the Pentagon in Virginia and 

those who perished when the hijacked United Airlines Flight 93 crashed in 

Pennsylvania.  9/11/01 Never Forget. Fly your American Flag at half-staff 

from sunrise to sunset.  It is also a National Day of Service and Americans 

across the country are called to volunteer in the local community in tribute to 

the individuals lost and injured in the attacks, first responders, and the many 

who have risen in services to defend freedom.  If you are unable to volunteer 

due to COVID19, take a moment and reflect on where you were, how the 

world around you changed and what you are doing  with your life today to 

honor the many freedoms you have.           (Continued on page 2) 
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Commander’s column continued from pg 1- 
 

    Special Thanks to Gabby Schultz (Auxiliary member) 

and Griffin Schultz (SAL member)  (Jerry Schultz 

grandkids) for the Food Warmer to the Post. 

    We will be discussing the upcoming events at the Post 

for fall and winter months (Spaghetti, Omelet Breakfast 

and other Post fundraisers). If you have any idea for a 

fundraiser, please contact me at the Post. I really hope you 

will support these events as they support the Post. 

    The Post website is up and running 

www.madisonlegionpost501.org. It is updated and has 

information for all to see and comment. This is another 

way to get involved with your post. Thanks to William 

and Christine Robbins for your hard work. 

     I am still looking for someone to step forward and start 

thinking about being a Post Officer and Election in May 

2021. This is a way to lead and work with other members. 

I will not run as I will be moving out of the area, YES, I 

said that last year. 

    I am still looking for help in the kitchen for post events, 

when this virus is over. I would like to have two teams 

and that way you would be off every other month. We are 

all getting older so any help is fine as some of the 

members need a break. 

    The Post Brat Fest/Garage Sale that was be held on 27-

29 August 2020 should be very good. Thanks to Jerry 

Schultz, Colleen Cotter, Becky Lovell, John Scott, Keith 

Lovell and Carol Sidwell. Thanks to that donated items, 

especially Rich Ruland, Jack Fadness, Colleen Cotter.  

    This summer has been bad for the Post as we lost 

HERMAN J. FRERKER a WW11 Vet and Legion 

member for 68-years, WILBUR R. JONES a Korean Vet 

and 47-year Legion Member, JAMES R. KEENAN a Viet 

Nam Vet and 44-year Legion member.  They fought for 

this country and supported The American Legion 

programs; I ask other members if they can follow the 

example of these three Legionnaires.  Rest in Peace 

Brothers!!! 

    The next big project at the Post is to tear up the kitchen 

floor and replace it. We will be doing fundraisers next 

year; we have been getting some money in already. I 

thank those who have donated. 
 

    Remember, without you members there would be no 

“Action Post”.  Please support you’re Post. 

   Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander 

Visit www.madisonlegionpost501.org for Post event updates. 

 Auxiliary  President’s Message continued from pg 1- 
 

At this time, The American Legion Department of 

Wisconsin is holding the 2nd Annual Celebration of 

Freedom September 12, check their website for the most 

updated information about this. 

    There isn’t a lot occurring, so I don’t have too much 

to report on.  At this time, I have decided to follow the 

Post 501 decision and will not be meeting in September, 

I will let you know in our next bulletin if we will meet 

in October or not.   If you are missing seeing your 501 

family, come to one of our drive thru brat fests, they are 

awesome.  You can stay in your car and safely say hi, 

while getting yummy food and supporting 501.  If you 

need a bit of fresh air, come to one of our Friday Night 

Brat/Burger sales at the Tiki Bar, we would love to see 

you. 

    Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me or your vice 

president, Sonja if you need anything at all.  Be well, 

stay safe, mask up, and sending you all a big (HUG). 
  

    Peace. 

    Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President  608-513-2725 

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 
    Hi, my name is Carol Sidwell and I am your new 

Membership Chairman.  I hope you are all doing well 

and staying safe. 

    The first thing on my agenda is the few members who 

have not yet paid there  2020 dues. Would you please 

check your Membership Card to see if it says 2020 on 

it.  If so, our dues have paid your 2020 dues.  If it does 

not, than you still need to pay them if you want to main-

tain your Auxiliary Membership.  

    The National Organization will be sending the mem-

bership renewal notices for 2021 out in mid September, 

but you do not have to wait until then to pay your 2021 

dues. You can pay your dues online at 

(www.ALAforVeterans,org) or call the National Or-

ganization (Monday thru Friday, 7:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Central Time), with a debit or credit card.  There phone 

number is 317-569-457. 

    As I have already received the 2021 Membership 

Cards from department, you can send me a check and I 

will send you your 2021 Membership Card.  My address 

225 Tamarack Drive Apt. 1, Lake Mills WI 53551.  If 

you have any questions, you can call me at 920-945-

0113. Our dues are still $35.00 for Seniors and $5.25 for 

Juniors. 
 

Carol Sidwell, Unit 501 Membership Chairman 

CONGRATULATION WINNERS 
 

Sorry but because of the COVID-19 virus the July and 

August Post meetings and Breakfasts we canceled. 

http://www.ALAforVeterans,org


 

 

LEGION MEMBERSHIP   

    July marked the start of the 2021 membership renewal 

drive. Thank you to all that have responded so far, you 

have helped us to get to 68% renewals. That’s super! 

    If you have not renewed yet, we could use your help in 

doing so sooner than later. A dues notice for 2021 was 

mailed from National in late June. Please help us out by 

paying you renewal by mailing or bringing them to the 

Post, or by going online at www.legion.org and click on 

the “Renew” box. 

    As we turn our focus for the new year, we are also still 

renewing for the 2020 membership year. If you have not 

renewed for 2020 please do so now to preserve your 

continuous membership. 

     If you have a problem paying your dues because of 

financial or health issues, please contact me, we can 

help. If you have any questions on your membership, 

contact me at the Post or my home 839-1975.  
  

 Keith Lovell, Membership Chairman  

SERVICE OFFICER REPORT 
Greetings Fellow Legionnaires- 

    On behalf of my position with the Executive Commit-

tee as the Post Adjutant, I extend my sincere apologies to 

all who are feeling a lack of support during this time of 

grief in America. After spending an hour on the phone 

with the Veterans Affairs Town Hall Friday, August 14, 

the reality from testimony was heard from every call. 

“Are we going to lose our VA benefits? What will hap-

pen if we go into lockdown again? Will we see a de-

crease?” Disabled veterans are scared for the future. Our 

elderly veterans and our homeless are scared for the fu-

ture. The truth be told, nobody knows what the future 

holds, which is why we are assembling a public relations 

committee merged with the VA & R committee to keep 

you updated on our Facebook page.  

    Please continue to check in during the pandemic 

where you can message our Post Service Officer directly 

who is the administrator. Our Auxiliary President is also 

a co-administrator to connect with SAL and Auxiliary 

members as well. Please continue to pray for a safe 

America. 

    Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Bradley J. Burt, Post Adjutant/Service Officer  

HISTORY REPORT 
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk 

 

01 Sept 1966 - The American Legion voices concern 

          over the fate of POW’s in Vietnam. 

02 Sept 1945 - Japan Surrenders. 

03 Sept 1997 - The first National Law Enforcement  

          Officer of the Year award is presented during the  

          79th National Convention in Orlando, FL. 

18 Sept 1947 - U.S. Air Force Birthday,  

                      Happy Birthday!!!! 

19 Sept 2004 - The American Legion launches a national 

          program, the Blue Star Salute, where posts across  

          the country hold public events to recognize troops,  

          their families and local business on Armed Forces  

          Day.   

21 Sept - POW/MIA Day. 
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S.A.L. MEMBERSHIP 
    As we start the 2021 membership year, I’m pleased to 

say we are at 75% so far. That’s great, thanks you all. I’ll 

be sending out renewal notices to the rest of our 

Squadron this month. Renewal info is on the back page. 

    “Sons of the American Legion” membership is open to 

any male descendant of a Legionnaire. Membership 

applications are available at the Post or by contacting any 

Post officer. 
 

    Keith Lovell, S.A.L. Membership Chairman   

COVID-19 SAFTY PRECAUSIONS 
    Clean your hands often:  Wash your hands often with 

soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use a hand sanitizer 

that contains at least 60% alcohol. Avoid touching your eyes, 

nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

    Avoid close contact:  Avoid contact with people who are 

sick. Stay home as much as possible. Remember that some 

people without symptoms may be able to spread virus. Keep-

ing distance from others is especially important for people 

who are at higher risk of getting very sick. Continue to keep 

about 6 feet between yourself and others.  

    Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover 

when around others:  Everyone should wear a cloth face 

cover when they have to go out in public, for example to the 

grocery store or to pick up other necessities. The cloth face 

cover is meant to protect other people in case you are infected. 

Continue to keep about 6 feet between yourself and others.  

    Cover coughs and sneezes:  Remember to always cover 

your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze 

or use the inside of your elbow. Immediately wash your 

hands with soap and water use hand sanitizer that contains at 

least 60% alcohol. 

    Clean AND disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily: 
This includes tables, doorknobs, light switches, countertops, 

handles, desks, phones, keyboards, toilets, faucets, and sinks. 

Use detergent or soap and water prior to disinfection. Then, 

use a household disinfectant.                Source– CDC 

http://www.legion.org/


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gunderson Family since 1922 

Independent and Family Owned 

Department of Defense Authorized Provider 
in the Military Funeral Honors Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6010 Cottage Grove Road 

Madison, WI 53718 

Phone : 608-223-0939 

www.metromarket.net 
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2nd ANNUAL  

CELEBRATION OF FREEDOM 
September 12, 2020 

   

***  Updated Information !!!  *** 
 

   The American Legion Department of Wisconsin  

is hosting a 2nd Annual Celebration Of Freedom  on 

September 12, 2020 at the our Department Headquarters, 

2930 American Legion Drive in Portage WI.  

 

 Opening Ceremonies- POW/MIA Silent March at 

8:00 AM, followed by bagpipes by Portage Assistant 

Police Chief Rich Hoege. 

 Blood Drive 9 AM-2 PM Now testing blood, plate-

let and plasma donations for COVID-19 antibodies.  

Please contact the American Red Cross to pre-

register. 

 Live music by - 

“The Hounds”  2 PM - 5 PM 

“Road Trip”  6 PM - 9:30 PM 

 Tour of the Legion Museum 

 Legion Program Exhibits 

 Food venders 

 Beer Garden 

 Outdoor Activities 
 

Come have some fun and entertainment. 
 

The entire Legion Family is encouraged to attend.  
 

For more information, check out your Badger  

Legionnaire and visit the Department website at 

www.wilegion.org  

 

IN MEMORIUM 
Post 501 extends its condolences  

to the families of; 
 

James R. Keenan     44 yr. member 

12 May 2020     Vietnam Veteran 
 

Herman J. Frerker     68 yr. member 

27 June 2020     WW11 Veteran 
 

Wilbur R. Jones     47 yr. member 

16 July 2020     Korean Veteran 
 

 

May they rest in peace with the thanks of a  

grateful nation for the services they performed for  

our Country and the American Legion. 

** VOLENTEERS NEEDED ** 
for the Celebration Of Freedom Event 

 

You too can be a part of the Celebration Of Freedom 

event by being a volunteer. There are several opportuni-

ties available to choose from, including; 

Parking Directing, Greeters, ID Checking, Museum 

Hosts, Blood Drive Registration, Security (overnight), 

& Clean Up Crew.    

Shifts are from 2-4 hours, depending on the job. 

 

To help out with this event, go to the Wisconsin Legion 

Website at www.wilegion.org  

Click on “Celebration Of Freedom” then “Event Page” 

and then “Volunteer Opportunities”, to see the listing of 

job openings.  



ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 
Dear Legionnaires,     

        Over the past several months I’ve been featuring 

serious topics that impact our faith experience.  It has 

been a couple of  years since we looked at the lighter 

humorous encounters that we see in our travels 

through life.  So, here are some of those lighter sides 

that may put a smile on our face.  Enjoy these little 

gems. 

    1. It  has been said that a good sermon is to have a 

good beginning and a good ending, and to have the 

two as close together as possible. 

    2. A minister was walking past his church when he 

saw his 5 year  old son and his pals find a  dead robin.  

The kids prepared a wooden burial box.  The minister 

heard his son intone the following appropriate prayer 

as part of the service.  “Glory be unto the Faaather, 

and unto the Sonn, and into the hole he goooes.” 

    3. Church bulletins often, inadvertently, have some 

of the funniest entries. Here are a few: 

   - “The sermon this morning: ‘Jesus walks on water’, 

The sermon tonight:  ‘Searching for Jesus’. “ 

   - “Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a 

chance to get rid  of those things not worth 

keeping around the house.  Bring your husbands.” 

  - “A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in 

the church hall. Music will follow”. 

  - “The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of 

every kind.  They may be seen in the basement on 

Friday afternoon.” 

    4. I was thinking about how people seem to read the 

Bible a whole lot more as they get older. Then it 

dawned on me, they were cramming for their finals. 

As for me, I’m just hoping God grades on a curve 

rather than pass/fail. 

    5. And, lastly consider this math equation, the best I 

have ever seen:    1 cross + 3 nails  =  4 given. 
 

    May we continue to pray for our deceased and ill 

Legionnaires and their families and friends. 

    Ray McCool,  Post Chaplain  

    Our dear Lord and Savior, be with us as we are 

experiencing the many changes in our behavior associated 

with the Coved-19 pandemic. We are affected with this 

situation in one way or another. Having to miss our many 

friends, social gatherings travel experiences. God, grant 

us protection from the virus and bless all those individuals 

who are giving their all in the medical field to keep us 

safe as this virus does not discriminate as to who it will 

attack. We must all do our part to stay safe and practice 

good safe behaviors.  

    We know the Lord loves us and wants us to be safe and 

happy. He also wants us to have a peaceful nation and to 

serve others. Some may blame God, in these times, 

thinking he doesn’t care. Far from the truth, he feels our 

anxiety and fear from this virus. There will be an end to 

this and hopefully also to the violent behavior of so many 

individuals who are limiting our chances for recovery. 

There is so much actual hate in the minds of so many bent 

on destroying what has made this country great. We pray 

the Lord will be able to reach these people and quell their 

anger. 

    We want you to walk and talk with God. He will lead 

us through our lives to a peaceful ending.  

    Our sympathies go out to the Rose Wenger family. She 

passed away at the end of July. Rose was our volunteer 

coordinator at the VA Hospital. A number of us made 

Christmas stockings with her guidance for the patients at 

the VA Hospital. She will be sorrowfully missed. 

    Gracious and heavenly Father, we pray for your 

blessings during this time of uncertainty, some fear 

and the unknown to have us keep the faith that you 

will always be with us.  During times like this, it is easy 

for we humans to drift away from our faith and be 

critical of all things happening to us. Your love and 

answering prayers have sustained thru many traumas 

in our lives. We now pray in Jesus name, comfort us in 

our weak moments to have us keep the faith. Amen. 
 

    Have Peace, Joy and be Safe. 

    Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain 

    608-422-0100  

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain Legion 501 Chaplain 



 

 

Severson-Cairns Post No.501 
American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P .O. BOX 14255 

Madison, WI    53708-0255 

 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 

Legion  - $42.00, mail to:  
American Legion Post 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

SAL - $14.00, mail to: 
Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to: 
American Legion Unit 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14343 
Madison WI  53708-0343 
 

Post location: 
105 Dempsey Road, Madison 
 

Post Phone Number: 
608-244-7716 

Moving? 
Please let us know of your  

address change. Call or email us 

at- post501@wipost501.org  

Return Service Requested 

Post 501’s Monthly Comradeship,  

Cards, Coffee and Donuts Get Together.  
 

September 17 (Tentative, call us first)  

9AM—Noon 

Donuts provided courtesy of Greenbush Bakery. 

Moving?    Snow Bird?  
Please let us know of your address change. 

Contact the Post at  608-244-7716 or email us  

of the change at post501@wipost501.org  

 

KOSHER DONUTS 

2017, 2018, 2019 
BEST OF MADISON 

GOLD WINNER-BAKERY 
 

1402 REGENT ST. 
608-257-1151 

 
5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD. 

608-416-5544 

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE 

SATURDAY BREAKFAST 
 

Cancelled for September & October. 

Check our Web Page for the latest  
information on Post events. 

www.madisonlegionpost501.org 

Post 501 Brat Fest  
Come join us for Brats at our 

drive service at 105 Dempsey Rd. 

September 5, 12, & 26, October 3 
10AM-4PM. 


