
 

 

Special Points of  Interest: 
 

Some of the following events are 
listed as Tentative. Please check 

your email, our webpage or 
call us for updates. 

 

3 October 
Brat Fest Drive Thru at Post 501, 
105 Dempsey Rd, 10AM-4PM, 

Help is needed. 
Public Welcome. 

 

10 October 
Post Breakfast - CANCELED  

 

10 October 
Brat Fest Drive Thru at Post 501, 
105 Dempsey Rd, 10AM-4PM, 

Help is needed. 
 

14 October 
Post & Unit Meetings- CANCELED  

 

16-17 October 
State Fall Conference, Portage. 

 

24 October 
Brat Fest Drive Thru at Post 501, 
105 Dempsey Rd, 10AM-4PM,  

Help is needed. 
Public Welcome. 

 

30 October 
Post Executive Cmty Meeting, 9AM. 

 

31 October 
Brat Fest Drive Thru at Post 501, 
105 Dempsey Rd, 10AM-4PM,  

Help is needed. 
 

14 November -  Tentative 
Post Breakfast, 7:30-11 AM 

Veterans eat Free.  
Help is Needed. 

This is only if the Virus allowing contact. 
 

11 November -  Tentative 
Post & Unit Meetings, 7PM 

 

19 November 
Post Executive Cmty Meeting, 9AM. 

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

    September is now history and the month of October is at hand. On 3 

October from 10 am till 4 pm we will be having our Brat Fest at Post 501, 

105 Dempsey Rd. Please come and support your post.  Brat Fest will also be 

held on 10 October, 24 October and 31 October 2020 from 10-4 pm, Post 

501. 

    I would like to thank the following for all the work they have done for the 

Post: Keith Lovell, Phil Ingwell, Rich Ruland, Gene Sheets, Ray Boerke and 

his family, Bud Mautz, William and Christine Robbins, Jerry Schultz, Sandy 

& Becky Lovell, Betty Ingwell, Colleen Cotter, Gene Call, Thomas Nord,  

Carol Sidwell, Dan Kerkman, John Scott, John Luttig and Romero Castillo. 

Sorry if I missed someone. Your donations and any support to this post are 

appreciated.  

    The Paid-Up-For-Life (PUFL) program allows you to pay and avoid any 

future increases.   National phone number1-800-433-3318 or 

www.legion.org/pufl. 

    VA items, if you have items to donate to the Auxiliary Unit 501, you can 

drop them off at the post. Call first as I am here most days. List in website. 

    I want to thank Unit 501 Auxiliary for their support to Post 501 this past 

year. Great Job!!!  Spouses please check out the Auxiliary for membership as 

they do a lot of things for the Veterans. Check the   (Continued on page 2) 

    Fall is here, time to take a moment and appreciate the blessing that is fall 

in Wisconsin.  I recently helped out with a Post brat sale at the Tiki-Bar, we 

enjoyed a relaxing beautiful evening by the lake.  Weather permitting they 

will be there for a few more Fridays, stop by if you can and enjoy a brat or 

burger.  Help us continue to be safe by wearing a mask and social distancing 

which is easy to do on their giant lawn.  

    I hope you are all remaining healthy in this unpredictable time.  If you find 

you need anything, please don't hesitate to ask.  In this time, emotional 

support for your mental health is just as critical as your heart pill is for your 

physical health.  There is always someone listening and who cares, please 

reach out.  In order to ensure everyone's safety we will not be meeting in 

October.  As COVID progresses it is likely that will be the case in November 

as well but read the next bulletin for confirmation.   
 

    Peace. 

    Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President  608-513-2725 

Visit our Web Page 
www.madisonlegionpost501.org 

President’s Message 

Post Email address 
post501@wipost501.org 

American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 

Madison, WI  53708-0255 

608-244-7716 
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Commander’s column continued from pg 1- 
 

website for photos. The Sons of The American Legion SAL is 

also looking for members. We will still take new renewals or 

have new members to join. Call for any questions you have. 

    Donations from Ed Burke a big thanks for the NEW flags at 

the outside flags of the post. Also Fred Cross for your donation. 

    Tentative—If the Virus is over, we could have a Post 

Breakfast. Tentative-- 14 November 2020 (Post Breakfast 

event), ALL Veterans will eat breakfast free from 730-11 am. 

Need to check cards to verify.  

    Veterans Crisis Line 1-800-273-8255, press 1. Call for 

Help!!! 

    If you want the newsletter sent to you by email instead of thru 

the U.S. Mail. Contact me at Post 244-7716. 

    Renew by 11 November 2020, which was the battle cry of 

The American Legion in 1920’s.  11 November was called 

ARMISTICE DAY 1918 honoring the U. S. Veterans that were 

killed in WW1.  Legion post would usually be 100% of their 

goal by this date; I would like all you members to renew now 

before the 11 November day.    

    Sons of The American Legion (SAL), legion members your 

sons can be members and if other friends had a father or 

grandfather in the military they could be members.  SAL 

memberships call the post, 244-7716. Present members, I would 

like to get the Sons involved and doing more things for the post, 

legion family and community. If you feel the same way, let’s get 

involved.   

    The American Legion is here to help ALL Veterans, if we can 

assist in getting help or benefits, call us. Every Veteran should 

stop by the Dane County Veterans Service Office (266-4158), 

located in City-County bldg., rm#108 for your benefits review. 

Also, The American Legion VA Regional Office Milwaukee, 

414-902-5722 can help with claims. 

    If you are interested into Camp American Legion located at 

Tomahawk. We have form for you to fill out. Everyone I talk to 

has had a great time. Call for more information. All Veterans are 

welcome. 

    Legion members please tell your relatives that if you pass, call 

the post so we can do HONORS for you. I don't like to hear 

someone passed and after the ceremony has been done. 

    National has opened up the opportunity to renew membership 

on line:  Log on to www.membrs.logion.org/nenew  

Enter your member ID number and Name, Pay with Master 

Card, Visa or Discover. 

    We are now on FACE BOOK, check it out as good 

information is posted.  Information on Suicide Prevention is 

posted.  Thanks to Service Officer Bradley Burt for this data and 

his guidance. 
 

    Remember, without you there is “No Action Post.” 

    Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander 

LEGION MEMBERSHIP   

    Presently, we are at 71% of our goal. If you 

have not renewed, could you please send your 

renewal in soon. Get renewal in before 11 

November 2020. 

     I as your Post Commander will buy you the 

member a Brat at Post 501 Brat Fest on 10 

October (Saturday), if you can come and pay 

your dues. If you know a Veteran, ask them if 

they would like to join the Legion. If you need 

anything or how to sign someone up as a new 

member, call me at the Post, 244-7716. 

    The New LEGION ACT now  ALLOWS any 

Veteran that served from 07 December 1941 to 

present and has HONORABLE Discharge, can 

join The American Legion.  If you know 

someone that could not join before, talk to them 

as they may join now.  This has taken a long 

time to pass and I thank the Legion for this and 

Congress for passing it and the President for 

signing the Bill.   
  

    Thomas W. Stolarczyk 

    Post 501 Commander 

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 
    You should have received your 2021 dues re-

newal notice by now. Therefore, please send in 

your dues payment before the holidays so you 

do  not have to pay for them out of your budget 

for the holidays. Please send your dues to me, 

my name and address are on your renewal no-

tice.  You may also send them to AMERICAN 

LEGION AUXILIARY UNIT 501 PO BOX 

14343, MADISON WI 53708. Dues for Seniors 

are $35 and Junior dues are $5.25. 

    I wish to thank all the members who have al-

ready paid there 2021 dues.  It is greatly appreci-

ated by Department President Joanie Dickerson 

and myself. 
 

    In addition, please all be safe. 

    Carol Sidwell  

    Unit 501 Membership Chairman 

OOPS 

Due to a printing error in the September news-

letter, pages 3&4 were a repeat of the July/

August newsletter. Unfortunately some key in-

formation missed. We apologize for the error. 

    Editor. 

http://www.membrs.logion.org/nenew


 

 

SERVICE OFFICER REPORT 
Greetings Fellow Legionnaires- 

    On behalf of my position with the Executive Com-

mittee as the Post Adjutant, I extend my sincere apolo-

gies to all who are feeling a lack of support during this 

time of grief in America. After spending an hour on the 

phone with the Veterans Affairs Town Hall Friday, Au-

gust 14, the reality from testimony was heard from 

every call. “Are we going to lose our VA benefits? 

What will happen if we go into lockdown again? Will 

we see a decrease?” Disabled veterans are scared for the 

future. Our elderly veterans and our homeless are scared 

for the future. The truth be told, nobody knows what the 

future holds, which is why we are assembling a public 

relations committee merged with the VA & R commit-

tee to keep you updated on our Facebook page. Please 

continue to check in during the pandemic where you can 

message our Post Service Officer directly who is the 

administrator. Our Auxiliary President is also a co-

administrator to connect with SAL and Auxiliary mem-

bers as well. Please continue to pray for a safe America. 
  

   Respectfully Submitted,  

    Bradley J. Burt, Post Adjutant/Service Officer  

HISTORY REPORT 
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk 

 

13 Oct 1775 — U.S. Navy Birthday 
 

1 Oct 1995 — The American Legion forms a Persian  

      Gulf Task Force to enhance the organization’s 

      service to the Vets. 
 

October is fall membership renewal time when we 

honor the service of the loved ones who served. 

Visit www.madisonlegionpost501.org  

for Post event updates. 
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S.A.L. MEMBERSHIP 
    As we start the 2021 membership year, I’m pleased to 

say we are at 75% so far. That’s great, thank you all. I’ll 

be sending out renewal notices to the rest of our 

Squadron this month. Renewal info is on the back page. 

    “Sons of the American Legion” membership is open 

to any male descendant of a Legionnaire. Membership 

applications are available at the Post or by contacting 

any Post officer. 
 

    Keith Lovell, S.A.L. Membership Chairman   

CONGRATULATION WINNERS 

Sorry but because of the COVID-19 virus  

the September and October Post meetings 

 and Breakfasts were canceled.  

Be a winner: stay careful, safe and well. 

COVID-19 SAFTY PRECAUSIONS 
    Clean your hands often:  Wash your hands often 

with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use a hand 

sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. Avoid touch-

ing your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

    Avoid close contact:  Avoid contact with people who 

are sick. Stay home as much as possible. Remember that 

some people without symptoms may be able to spread 

virus. Keeping distance from others is especially impor-

tant for people who are at higher risk of getting very 

sick. Continue to keep about 6 feet between yourself and 

others.  

    Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover 

when around others:  Everyone should wear a cloth 

face cover when they have to go out in public, for exam-

ple to the grocery store or to pick up other necessities. 

The cloth face cover is meant to protect other people in 

case you are infected. Continue to keep about 6 feet be-

tween yourself and others.  

    Cover coughs and sneezes:  Remember to always 

cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you 

cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. Imme-

diately wash your hands with soap and water use hand 

sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

    Clean AND disinfect frequently touched sur-

faces daily: This includes tables, doorknobs, light 

switches, countertops, handles, desks, phones, key-

boards, toilets, faucets, and sinks. Use detergent or soap 

and water prior to disinfection. Then, use a household 

disinfectant.                                      Source– CDC 

TELLING YOUR STORY 
   A carefully crafted estate plan can provide you the op-

portunity to tell your story. After all, leaving a legacy 

isn’t optional. We will certainly  be remembered-it’s 

really a question of how we will be remembered. And 

when you think about your accomplishments, don’t for-

get to include your support for your American Legion 

Post 501. Your generosity and desire to help America’s 

veterans is part of your enduring legacy. 

   Your consideration will be greatly appreciated and 

properly recognized and your Post 501 can continue to 

serve those who have served proudly. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gunderson Family since 1922 

Independent and Family Owned 

Department of Defense Authorized Provider 
in the Military Funeral Honors Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6010 Cottage Grove Road 

Madison, WI 53718 

Phone : 608-223-0939 

www.metromarket.net 

Page 4 501 – The Action Post 

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP ONLINE  

Go to www.members.logion.org/renew   

Enter your member ID number and Name.  

Pay with Master Card, Visa or Discover. 

AMERICAN LEGION LEVELS 
 

Post Level- The Post level is the life blood of the Ameri-

can Legion.  This is where membership recruitment, pro-

grams, community service, and social activities hap-

pened.  A Post is a separate and distinct unit, which func-

tions independently.  
 

County Level- The County level serves to assist the 

Posts with communication, programs, membership and 

deadlines.  The County hosts meetings for all Post mem-

bers to attend.  The County links the Posts with the Dis-

trict Level. 
 

District Level- The District level has supervisory pow-

ers over the Posts.  Its primary purposes is to promote, 

stimulate, and coordinate the programs.  The District 

Commander represents each Post member at Department 

and sits on the Department Executive Committee.  The 

District hosts meetings for all members to attend.  The 

Post Commanders are part of the District Executive 

Committee.  The District links the Posts with the Depart-

ment level.  
 

Department Level- The Department (state) level has 

oversight of the Posts.  Annually Legion members elect 

the Department officers who will represent them.  The 

Department staff plans and executes conventions, confer-

ences, meetings and learning opportunities.  The Depart-

ment level links the Posts with the National Level.   
 

National Level- The National level provides our voices 

directly to congress and our legislators in Washington 

DC.  The National Headquarters is in Indianapolis, but 

also has staff in Washington.   

IN MEMORIUM 
Post 501 extends its condolences  

to the families of; 
 

James R. Keenan     44 yr. member 

12 May 2020     Vietnam Veteran 
 

Herman J. Frerker     68 yr. member 

27 June 2020     WW11 Veteran 
 

Wilbur R. Jones     47 yr. member 

16 July 2020     Korean Veteran 
 

 

May they rest in peace with the thanks of a  

grateful nation for the services they performed for  

our Country and the American Legion. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
    As you have seen in this and past newsletters, we talk 

a lot about our brat fest sales. The reason is simple, in 

this year of the virus, it is about the only thing we can do 

to bring in revenue for our Post. And your support of 

purchasing a brat, hamburger or hot dog makes it all pos-

sible. And to keep everyone safe, we all wear masks and 

our food handlers were gloves.  

    Also our garage sales went over very well this year. A 

big thank you to all who contributed items for it. It is in-

teresting the variety of items that was dropped off for the 

sale. Leftover items went to St Vincent De Paul to help 

others in our community.        Thank You! 

Post website-  www.madisonlegionpost501.org  
 

Post email address-  post501@wipost501.org  

http://www.membrs.logion.org/nenew


RELIGION & COMMUNISM CAN’T CO-EXIST 

Dear Legionnaires, 

     It was June, 2019 that I last shared some thoughts 

with you about the incompatibility of communism and 

religion whether it be Christianity or any other belief 

system.  As a reminder, it is time in these troubled 

days to revisit and reinforce the dangers that lie with 

the encroachment of communist thinking upon 

religions around the world. 

    We are familiar with Karl Marx’s quote about 

religion being “the opium of the people”.  He wrote 

that for a reason, namely, that as he saw it, religion 

creates a kind of happiness.  He argued that real 

happiness comes from a mandated belief that only the 

state can fulfill and that all of these creature comforts 

can be directed by the state hierarchy. Digging into 

this conflict between religious belief and communism, 

we see that most faiths do not call for material things 

of this world but for a future with a Superior Being.  

To arrive at this state of happiness one performs good 

works in this world.  Sometimes this belief system has 

led to excesses that have gotten out of hand. In the 

long run, cooler heads and theologians have done 

much to correct the errors of the past. The bottom line 

in all of this is that religion conflicts with the demands 

of communism.  What are those demands? 

    In communism this world, as we know it, is no 

more than a world of productivity and material goods.  

This will bring fulfillment.  There is no room for a 

conflicting ideology, i.e. religion that takes away from 

materialistic communism.  To achieve communistic 

goals is to recall some of the horrific means that 

communists used to achieve those ends.  

    From the Communist Revolution of 1917 to 1921 

the new Soviet Union destroyed about 600 

monasteries and convents and killed hundreds of 

Orthodox clergy. The Eighth Party Congress in 1920 

decreed that a primary aim of the Party was to destroy 

any links between religion and the working classes. In 

the following years, to 1950, Soviet authorities sent 

over 15 million Christians to imprisonment and death. 

Today we see religions under attack by communist 

regimes around the world.  

Communist China tops the list.  Christian churches are 

forced to teach the party line or they are shut down 

and their churches destroyed.  This has given birth to 

an underground movement.  Tibetan monks are 

routinely imprisoned or killed.  The same is done to 

Muslim Uighurs where at least a quarter of that 

population, about three million, have been forced into 

“reeducation camps”.  We also see what is    ——> 

    Our Great and Heavenly Father, be present at this time 

in our lives as we still face the invisible enemy, Covid-19. 

Strengthen each of us and each other with blessings and 

prayers. In this different and confusing world, we rely on 

you as our everlasting faith. We believe God, that you 

will see us through pandemic with peace and love. 

    As are in the 2nd month of our new Auxiliary year, we 

hope to meet and greet each other in person soon, no 

promises. We need to set and reach new goals for the 

year. Our service to Veterans takes no holiday. Life goes 

on as it not about you or me, but our service to others. We 

need to make the best of it and that can only be done with 

all of us working together. We have to believe our God 

will be with us through this tough time. We have 86,544 

seconds in each day to thank God and give him our 

praises. 

    At this time, we do not have a Volunteer Coordinator at 

the VA Hospital. Until we do, our Christmas Stockings 

for Veterans will be put on hold. 

    I pray that you and your families are all well and doing 

what is necessary to be safe and healthy. God be with 

each of you. 
 

    Our Heavenly Father, we come humbly before You 

asking You to be gracious unto us an bless us. We ask 

for you protection and safety for our country and our 

leaders during these trying times. We seek to be 

instruments of Your purposes for mankind. Let us go 

forth in peace with good courage, holding fast that 

which is good, rendering to no man evil for evil, but 

strengthening the faint hearted, helping the afflicted, 

honoring all and serving You with the spirit of this 

Organization dedicated to God and Country. Amen 
 

    Have Peace, Joy and be Safe. 

    Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain 

    608-422-0100  

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain Legion 501 Chaplain 

happening in North Korea, parts of Eastern Europe, Vene-

zuela and elsewhere. 

    To summarize the insidious nature of communism,  I quote 

from Mr. Marion Smith, Executive Director of the Victims of 

Communism Memorial Foundation in Washington, who 

wrote: 

      “To create the communist heaven on earth, 

       the faithful must abandon their beliefs or 

       endure a living hell” 
 

    May we continue to pray for our deceased and ill Legion-

naires and their families and friends. 

    Ray McCool,  Post Chaplain  



 

 

Severson-Cairns Post No.501 
American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P .O. BOX 14255 

Madison, WI    53708-0255 

 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 

Legion  - $42.00, mail to:  
American Legion Post 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

SAL - $14.00, mail to: 
Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to: 
American Legion Unit 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14343 
Madison WI  53708-0343 
 

Post location: 
105 Dempsey Road, Madison 
 

Post Phone Number: 
608-244-7716 

Moving? 
Please let us know of your  

address change. Call or email us 

at- post501@wipost501.org  

Return Service Requested 

Moving?    Snow Bird?  
Please let us know of your address change. 

Contact the Post at  608-244-7716 or email us  

of the change at post501@wipost501.org  

 

KOSHER DONUTS 

2017, 2018, 2019 
BEST OF MADISON 

GOLD WINNER-BAKERY 
 

1402 REGENT ST. 
608-257-1151 

 
5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD. 

608-416-5544 

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE 

SATURDAY BREAKFAST 
 

Cancelled for October. 
 

Tentative for November 14th. 

(If COVID-19 restrictions allow) 

7:30AM - 11 AM 

Veterans Eat Free ! 

Check our Web Page for the latest  
information on Post events. 

www.madisonlegionpost501.org 

*** POST 501 BRAT FEST ***  
October  3, 10, 24 & 31 

10AM-4PM. 
 

Come join us for Brats, Hamburgers 

and Hot Dogs at our 

Drive-Thru Service, 105 Dempsey Rd. 


