608-244-7716

Post Email address
post501@wipost501.org

Visit our Web Page
www.madisonlegionpost501.org

Special Points of Interest:

07 November
Post 501 Brat for a Veteran, 10-2 PM,
Vets gets FREE Brat,
this is Drive Thru, 105 Dempsey Rd.

11 November
Post/Auxiliary Meeting,
CANCELLED

14 November
Post Breakfast,
CANCELLED

19 November
Executive Committee Mtg.
at 9am.

19 November
Post 501 Coffee, Cards & Donuts
CANCELLED

03 December
Dane County Council Meeting,
CANCELLED

09 December
Post/Auxiliary Meeting 7PM
& Post’s Holiday Potluck Dinner.
TENTATIVE

12 December
Post Breakfast,
CANCELLED

18 December
Executive Committee Mtg.
at 9am.

31 December

Post New Years Eve Party,
11AM—5PM.
TENTATIVE
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THE ACTION POST

COMMANDER’'S COLUMN

The leaves are now falling and winter is not far off, I hope you had a great
summer.

07 November is the Post Brat Fest for Veterans from 10-2 PM. The brat will
be FREE to all VETERANS. Each occupant will get Brat and a donation
would be accepted; Veteran is FREE. This is another way WE can support our
post and Veterans. Your support is needed as we will be busy serving our
Veterans!!!!

The Post Web Page and internet connection
www.madisonlegionpost501.org is up running. Please check this website and
see what is happening at your post. We are also on Face Book with
information for Veterans.

If you have not paid your membership dues, please pay your dues now

future increase in dues, you can go the www.legion.org/pufl. Or call 1-800-
433-3318. This is for Paid-up-for-life program.
Thank you to the following for their donation to the Action Post- Eric

Beuerman, Michael Sanford and Paul Felton. I want to thank all of you that
donated the items for the Post Garage Sale. (Continued on page 2)

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Thank you to all our Veterans for your service to our County. On
November 11", Veteran’s Day, please take a moment to thank all veterans
who served to ensure our freedom. If you see someone wearing a ‘veteran’
hat, stop and thank them for their service, not just on Veteran’s Day, but any
day. In honor of Veterans Day we are giving away free brats on Saturday
November 7th to all Veterans who come thru our drive thru brat
giveaway. All others who decide to come thru are able to eat as well, as we
are accepting donations. We hope to see you then, in a socially distanced,
masked/gloved up safe kind of way. Please stop by and grab a brat. All
summer, Carol and I have been assisting Post 501 with their drive thru brat
sales which have been a great success. It has been wonderful to partner with
them to raise funds to still help veterans and our community during this
uncertain time with gratitude of Commander Tom and the rest of the
Legionnaires.

In order to protect each of us, I am cancelling our November Auxiliary
meeting. There are so many of our members out there struggling thru and
recovering from mental and physical health conditions right now that I want to
you to remember you are not alone. Your Auxiliary Unit 501 family is
thinking of you. Personally, I am not great at (Continued on page 2)
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Commander’s column continued from pg 1-

I am still looking for someone to be the Post Sgt of
Arms, BADGER Boys State Post representative. Also,
next May will be Post Elections and all offices could be
open. Contact the Post if you are interested.

I really want to thank 2™ Vice Jerrold Schultz for his
superb initiative and drive to help the Post during this
pandemic. His knowledge and get things done has kept
the Post running.

State Commander David Wisher has come up with
incentives for the Post. Check the state website
www.wilegion.org for more details.

Renewal of your membership can be done by logging
on to www.membrs.legion.org/renew, enter your
member ID number and name, pay with MasterCard,
Visa or Discover.

Volunteers are needed at the Post for Veterans Day
event, supporting the Vets who will get a FREE brat.

The Fall Conference at Portage reveals that the
following post members have appointments with the
state legion committees—Phil Ingwell--Conventions,
Jerry Schultz and William Robbins-Communications,
Thomas Stolarczyk-Homeland Security Committee. Post
has form for you to fill out to be on committee, they met
4 times a year.

You can also sign up to receive email on FLAG
Status. http://dma.wi.gov/dma/public-affairs/flag to raise
or lower the flag. You will then know when to fly the
flag. '

It may look like nothing is happening at the Post, but
the summer/fall has been busy and things need to get
cleaned and ready for next year. We have ideas for more
events at the Post. I only hope the pandemic gets done
soon, I hear you members say they cannot wait for Post
Breakfast and other dinners. We have to be careful with
the pandemic as it can get anyone.

Final comment without you the members there would

be no “ACTION POST”. Your help and support are
needed.

Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander

Auxiliary President’s Message continued from pg 1-

picking up the phone to call and say hello, but please
know you are all in my thoughts and prayers often. I
miss seeing all your wonderful smiling faces, you truly
are Family to me. I can't wait until our new normal
allows us to get together again safely. If you need
anything at all, please don't hesitate to ask.

Lastly, please be sure to exercise your right to VOTE,
it is a Freedom we have as an American.

Peace.
Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP

You should have received your 2021 dues renewal
notice by now. Therefore, please send in your dues pay-
ment before the holidays so you do not have to pay for
them out of your budget for the holidays. Please send
your dues to me, my name and address are on your re-
newal notice. You may also send them to AMERICAN
LEGION AUXILIARY UNIT 501 PO BOX 14343,
MADISON WI 53708. Dues for Seniors are $35 and
Junior dues are $5.25.

I wish to thank all the members who have already
paid there 2021 dues. It is greatly appreciated by De-
partment President Joanie Dickerson and myself.

Please all be safe.
Carol Sidwell
Unit 501 Membership Chairman

Visit www.madisonlegionpost501.org
for Post event updates.

WHAT IS A VETERAN?

A Veteran, whether on active duty, discharged, retired
or in reserves is someone who at one point in his or her
life, wrote a blank check made payable to the USA for
an amount “Up to” and including his or her life. That is
honor and there are way too many people in this country
today, who no longer understand that fact.

HISTORY REPORT
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk

8 November 2002—The American Legion launches na-
tional “I am Not a Number” campaign to identify and
document the delays veterans face in obtaining earned
medical care benefits from the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

10 November 1775—U.S. Marine Corps Birthday.

10-12 November 1919—First national convention of
The American Legion convenes in Minneapolis, MN.
Organization’s Constitution and Preamble are adopted.
Resolution adopted supporting the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica as first youth program.

11 November—Veterans Day-Armistice Day WW1.
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LEGION MEMBERSHIP

We are currently at 222 renewals for the 2021
membership year, for 76% and that’s Great. Thank you
all who have renewed to date.

A second renewal notice was sent out last month, if
you got one and have not renewed yet, please respond.
Remember you can also renew online at
www.legion.org and can also apply for a Paid Up For
Life (PUFL) membership. This is also a great website
to visit for information about the American Legion, our
programs and what’s happening with veteran’s affairs.
If you have not been there yet, please take some time
and visit it.

As always, if you have a problem paying your dues
because of financial or health issues, please contact me,
we can help. If you have any questions on your
membership, contact Cmdr Tom or myself at the Post,
or me at home at 8§39-1975.

Keith Lovell, Membership Chairman

S.A.L. MEMBERSHIP

Congratulations goes out to Squadron 501, I'm glad
to say we are currently sitting at 75% of our
membership goal for the 2021. We’ve again had some
new members joining our Squadron in the last year that
helped make this possible. Thank you all who renewed
for 2021 and a big thanks goes out to the Moms, Dads,
Grandmothers and Grandfathers who help keep their
Legion Families involved by paying their “Sons” dues.

We do have some members who have not renewed
for 2021 yet, so I’d ask you to please pay them now.

S.A.L. membership is open to any male descendant of
a Legionnaire. Membership applications are available at
the Post or by contacting any Post officer.

Keith Lovell, S.A.L. Membership Chairman

SERVICE OFFICER REPORT

Greetings fellow Legionnaires,

This year has been rough on all of us. Times are
changing and stores are closing, which is why checking
in on Facebook and the website is important. The ways
of the past where we can stop in unannounced are on
hold and need your support. The National Department of
the American Legion is advocating for the “Buddy
Check.” Buddy checks can be conducted in-person, over-
the-phone or on social media. Staying close on our Face-
book page connects our members at all levels. If you are
new to our Post, please check in through our website por-
tal at www.legionpost501.org. The American Legion
Post 501 Facebook will be there to answer the call. For
more information about the National Commander Bill
Oxford’s Buddy Check, please copy the link into your
web browser.

https://www.legion.org/membership/buddycheck

Happy Veterans Day November 11" and thank you for
your service.
Bradley Burt, Service Officer

VETERAN’S DAY NOVEMBER 11"

This year, because of the COVID-19 Virus, many of
the normal Veterans Day programs and events have been
changed or cancelled. Please verify an event is still
planned before attending.

Restaurants that in the past that have offered free or
discounted meals to Veterans on Veterans Day may have
limited seating or changed their policy for this year.
Contact them ahead of time.

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP ONLINE

Go to www.members.logion.org/renew

metroo
market

6010 Cottage Grove Road
Madison, WI 53718
Phone : 608-223-0939
www.metromarket.net

UNDERSON

Funeral Home
Crematory

THE GUNDERSON FAMILY SINCE 1922
INDEPENDENT AND FAMILY OWNED

Department of Defense Authorized Provider
in the Military Funeral Honors Program
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Our Post Bart Fests were successful this year.

Thank you all who helped work it and to those that supported us buy enjoying a brat.
Pictured L-R: John Luttig, Carol Sidwell, Post Cmdr. Tom Stolarczyk, Keith Lovell, Jerry Scalissi,
Phil Ingwell, Unit President Rebecca Lovell, Richard Ruland.

Traffic directors Keith Lovell and Phil Ingwell welcoming cars into the Brat Fest.




Legion 501 Chaplain

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain

LEGACY FROM THE EARLY SETTLERS:
A NATIONAL IDENTITY
Dear Legionnaires,

It was in the Fall of 1621, 399 years ago, that 50 English
men and women and 90 Native Americans gathered for a
three day feast of what we now call the first Thanksgiving.
This is not the story of that first harvest celebration.
Rather, it is about what began as an almost certain disaster
that formed what we call the unique American identity.
How could a small colony along the northeastern coast
blossom into over 350,000 settlers by the end of the 17"
century?

In the beginning, the 102 passengers on the Mayflower in
1620 suffered unspeakable hardships that left half of them
dead from disease and malnutrition in the early months of
their arrival. The reason for their departure from England
had much to do with establishing their religion without
interference from the Church of England. They did not
want to break away from much of their traditional
identities, a subject I’ll revisit later in this column. But first
let’s look at the hardships of those early settlers.

The hardships in the 17" century were spread throughout
the East Coast from Virginia all the way up the coast into
Maine. These early immigrants did not know much about
surviving in the new lands and in many instances were at
the point of starvation. Can you envision the lengths they
went to by eating vermin, leather, starch from collars and
yes, even digging up corpses and eating them?  This is
documented. This took place while hostile natives were
making life in the early settlements difficult. But what was
it that compelled those early migrants to tough it out rather
than throw in the towel and simply return to their
homelands? These pioneers wanted something they felt
was unattainable in their homelands. In England it was
differences in practicing their religion. In parts of Europe it
was persecution for not practicing the dominant religion
hence, for example, the migration of the Huguenots from
France. In other instances it was the desire to own some
land and raise a family in peace. What is interesting to note
is how the colonists, wanting a new beginning, still desired
to retain much of their old ways as well. This is where
those “old traditional” ways gave way to the characteristics,
a new spirit, that we see as uniquely American.

It was discovered by the new arrivals that out of the old
staid traditions emerged a new determination born of
necessity to survive. We saw this in 1621 as the new
immigrants built upon the early defeats of 1620. Out of this
determination and optimism, fortitude and courage,
emerged a set of attributes that define the American settler.
Those traits exist to this day. This Thanksgiving let us
rejoice for the heritage that emerged from those early
migrants.

May we continue to pray for our ill and deceased
Legionnaires and their families and friends.

Ray McCool. Post Chaplain

Our Dear Lord and Savior, be with us during the time of
Thanksgiving when we all take time to give our thanks for our
many blessings we enjoy daily: our families, our shelter, our
health and our freedom of religion. We have faith in our
Savior that what we are experiencing now will come to pass
with our continuing belief that there are better days ahead. We
have choices to make individually regarding our lives and our
duty as American Citizens. We can be and are proud of our
Country and our freedom that has been provided us by our
forefathers and their many sacrifices. Our Forefathers, who
had the desire and forethought to form our Constitution and
protect our way of life.

We have our military men and women and the unknown
number of those men and women who gave their all to
preserve what we have in this country. God Bless America.

We celebrate Thanksgiving every year, however we should
celebrate every day as thanksgiving for what we have in this
country. This year will be different with the Covid-19 in our
midst, restricting the gathering of many. This should not
prevent us from giving thanks for what we have to celebrate.
This Covid-19 has taught us many things about ourselves and
our behavior, perhaps some things for the better for the future.

We had the opportunity to visit the Veterans Home at King
on September 24, as the staff hosted a Drive-By parade for the
members of Olson Hall-4™ & 5" floors, where my Sister
resides. Family members decorated our cars and drove by
Olson Hall where those able were seated our front. Truly it
was a rewarding experience as King is still closed as it has
been since March. We heard later from staff how much the
members enjoyed the day which we witnessed as we drove by
with their smiles and shouts of thanks. It was great to see my
Sister with a big smile on her face. The Covid-19 finally
caught up to King in August, as it has in most if not all care
facilities in the state. My Sister had a positive outcome and is
now in isolation for 14 days. She really has no symptoms but
as a precaution must be quarantined. God be with our all the
members at King as those Veterans have given so much for
God and Country.

Our new Volunteer Coordinator at the Madison Veterans
Hospital is Sue Zimmerman from Post 151, replacing Rose
Wenger who passed away recently. I spoke with her recently
and she stated that there will no Christmas Stockings given to
the residents this year for obvious reasons. There will no
Christmas Holiday events at the hospital.

At this time Auxiliary Unit 501 member Ellie Paulson is at
Heritage Rehab Center following some recent complications.
Our thoughts and prayers go to out to her for a quick and
complete recovery. God Bless all who are in need of
consoling.

Have a great Thanksgiving and our Blessings to everyone.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make His face
to shine upon us and be gracious unto us. The Lord lift up
His countenance upon us and give us peace. In the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Have Peace, Joy and Be Safe,
Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain 608-422-0100




MEMBERSHIP DUES

Legion -$42.00, mail to:
American Legion Post 501
Membership Chairman
P.O. Box 14255

Madison WI 53708-0255

SAL - $14.00, mail to:

Sons of the American Legion
P.O. Box 14255

Madison W1 53708-0255

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to:
American Legion Unit 501
Membership Chairman
P.O. Box 14343

Madison W1 53708-0343

Post location:
105 Dempsey Road, Madison

Post Phone Number:
608-244-7716
Moving?
Please let us know of your
address change. Call or email us
at- post501@wipost501.org

Severson-Cairns Post No.501
American Legion
American Legion Auxiliary

Sons of the American Legion
P .0. BOX 14255
Madison, WI  53708-0255

Return Service Requested

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE

2017, 2018, 2019
BEST OF MADISON
GOLD WINNER-BAKERY

1402 REGENT ST.
608-257-1151

BAKERY

KOSHER DONUTS

5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD.

608-416-5544

Moving? Snow Bird?
Please let us know of your address change.
Contact the Post at 608-244-7716 or email us
of the change at post501@wipost501.org

** FREE BRAT FOR VETERANS **

November 7th
10AM - 2PM.

Veterans and their family
each get a free Brat
at our Post Drive-Thru Service,
105 Dempsey Rd.

We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Bradley M Stepp
Financial Advisor
5950 Seminole Centre Ct
Suite 100

Fitchburg, WI 53711
608-270-9064

www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Member SIPC

Sorry, but due to the COVID-19 virus
the SATURDAY BREAKFAST
is cancelled for
November and December.

As is the monthly Cards, Coffee
and Donuts Get Together.

We miss seeing our good friends at these fun
events and we are hopeful to be able to see
you all when the restrictions get lifted.

Stay careful, safe and well.




