
 

 

Special Points of  Interest: 
 

1 May 
Brat & Burgers Drive Thru at Post 
10 AM—4 PM, Helpers Needed. 

 

7 & 8 May 
Department Conference in Baraboo. 

 

8 May 
Unit 501 Monthly Meeting, 11AM. 

 

12 May 
Post Meeting & Elections, 7PM, 
Virtual & in person at the Post.  

Also voting for Legionnaire of the Year 
& Volunteer of the Year. 

Only members in good standing  
allowed to run and vote.   

 

14, 21, 28 May 
East Side Club Brats & Burgers  

3-7 PM 
 

15 May 
Brats & Burgers at Post,10-4 PM  

Keith Lovell Campaign Fundraiser 
 

20 May 
Post Coffee/card playing, 9– Noon, 

Donuts by Greenbush Bakery 
 

27 May 
Dane Co Meeting, Cross Plains, 7 PM 

 

28 May 
Post Executive meeting 9 AM,  

Virtual and In Person 
 

31 May 
East Side Club Brats 12-7 PM,  

& Flag Raising at Noon.  
Post Fundraiser 

 

5, 19 June 
Brat & Burgers Drive Thru at Post 
10 AM—4 PM,  Public Welcome. 

 

9 June 
Post Meeting, 7PM 

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 

Madison, WI  53708-0255 

608-244-7716 

 Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 

    Virus Threat has POSTPONED the May 31   Memorial Day events for all 

Veterans to remember our fallen comrades.  Plans for celebrations at Forrest 

Hills, State Capitol and the Monona Parade are canceled or suspended.  

   The May 12th Post 501 Post Elections will be held in person and 

VIRTUAL. Really need members to step up and run for office. All offices at 

the Post are open for Post members in good standing (Paid up status) to vote 

and run for office.   Sons of The American Legion will also be electing new 

officers.  Remember, if you have ideas, run for office. Need someone to run 

for Post Commander and other offices.   

   The American Legion needs you to volunteer to be on some committees at 

the state headquarters level. These committees meet at least 4 times a year, 

so not much time is spent.  If interested contact the Post as the paperwork is 

needed to be submitted soon.  

   If you have any expertise in the kitchen area, we need your help as some of 

the people need some relief. Please call 244-7716 if you can help. I know 

some of you Volunteer at other places and work harder than you would at the 

Post.                                 (Continued on page 2) 

   May is Poppy month.  As you hopefully found, we provided a poppy in 

each bulletin again this year.  Knowing COVID restrictions are keeping 

people safely at home, we wanted to ensure each member of Post/Unit 501 

still received a Poppy.  If you are interested in sending a donation we would 

accept it and use it towards veterans in our community, however if you 

cannot that is ok.  Wear your Poppy with pride and be a voice for those who 

the Poppy honors, those who sacrificed their life to ensure our freedom.   

   We held a hybrid meeting of in person/over phone on Saturday April 

17th.  Our membership remains at 98.4%.  Convention plans for July were 

discussed.  We will meet next on May 8th at 11am.  At this point it will be an 

in person only (wear your mask) meeting.   

   Prior to the start of our April meeting, Betty, Cindy, and Linda Stewart 

along with our friendly neighbor Colleen wrote out many cards for the 115th 

Fighter Wing to welcome them home from deployment.   

   Keep being safe, wear a mask, and one day we can all be together again.  In 

the meantime, know you are all missed so very much.  
 

    Peace. 

    Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President,  608-513-2725 

May 2021 

Visit our Web Page 
www.madisonlegionpost501.org 
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Commander’s column continued from pg 1- 
 

   Thanks again to Jack Fadness and Lawrence Jensen 

for your donation to the Post!!!!  

   Welcome New Members to Post 501: Paul Logan, 

Roger Volbrecht, Lamar Williams, Howard Meyer, 

Richard Norman, Thomas LaChance, Daniel DeVries, 

Brian Smith and Harvey Phillips. IF YOU HAVE Not 

been initiated, contact me at the Post. 

   Post Coffee/card playing is on 20 May 2021 9-12 

Noon. Next coffee is 17 June 2021. Donuts by 

Greenbush Bakery. 

   Post Workers needed!! In May-June, we will be doing 

some work at the Post, IF you can help, PLEASE call 

the Post 244-7716.  Work will be doing cleaning at Post 

and other jobs.  Project will be listed and those who 

want to help will be called.   

   Renew your membership on-line. Go to wilegion.org, 

click “RENEW” and you will be redirected to 

National’s new site where you can renew, follow 

registration info.  REALLY THE POST NEEDS YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL. Some of you have been 

members for years and you have not renewed. I really 

would like to know WHY? The Legion has done a lot of 

things for VETERANS. Legion led the push for the GI 

Bill, welcome all Veterans to Legion, Had the first 

female commander at national level. I could list more 

things, but I need your RENEW NOW. 

   If you have items (No Tv’s, electrical or clothing) that 

you would like to donate to the Post Garage Sale on 19-

21 August 2021. We could take them on 17-18 August 

in the morning. Brats & Burgers will be on 21 August 

only. 

   The VA now can vaccinate ALL VETERANS. If you 

have not got your shot, contact the VA.  Just a note, the 

VA requires that you register with the VA before you 

can get treated.  If you have problem, you can call the 

VA or maybe I can Help. 

   NOTE; Post 501 is a non-profit organization (501 C-

19), which provides for tax deductions for donations to 

the Post.  If you are interested in donating your vehicle 

to the Post for a tax deduction, please call 608-244-

7716 and leave message.   We had a vehicle last fall that 

was donated. 

   MEMBERS:  I really need you to step up and run for 

office and help with Brats & Burgers events.  This is 

your Post which I would put up against any Post in 

Dane County and other Post, we own the building, have 

a museum and do events that get money to support 

Veterans and their family.   

   Legionnaires--- I am asking you to ask your spouse if 

they would join the UNIT 501 AUXILIARY.    —>> 

LEGION MEMBERSHIP 
    We are close to 98% of our 2021 membership goal. 

Our goal is 291 members and we now only have about 7 

members to go to get to 100%.  Thanks goes out to all 

who have already renewed and to our new members.  

    With just 7 to go, if you have not renewed your 

membership yet for the 2021 membership year, now 

would be a great time to do so. You can pay your dues 

by mail, at the Post, or online by credit card. Go to 

www.legion.org and click on the “Renew” box. It will 

then take you to a secure page where you can register 

and then log into your personal Legion account. 

    Also if you know of a fellow veteran who you thank 

may be eligible to join the legion, ask them about joining 

our great organization or get me their name and number 

and I’ll be glad to contact them.  

    If you have a problem paying your dues because of 

financial or health issues please contact me, we can help. 

Also, if you have any questions on your membership, 

contact Cmdr Tom or myself at the Post, or me at home 

at 839-1975. 
 

   Keith Lovell, Post Membership Chairman   

HISTORY REPORT  

& PUBLIC RELATIONS 
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk 

 

03 May - National Day of Prayer. 

08 May 1945 - Victory in Europe Day WW11. 

11 May 1943 - U.S. Army troops invade Attu in the  

                         Aleutian Islands. 

13 May - Mother’s Day. 

15 May - Peace Officers Memorial Day. 

19 May - Armed Forces Day. 

31 May - Memorial Day and Monona Parade suspended. 
 

May is National Military Appreciation Month- 

            Thank a Veteran!!!!!! 

They are a very important part of the Legion Family.  They  

have a higher membership percentage than I have for Le-

gion Post 501.  They have members that are young and 

older members that do a lot for the Legion.  If your son 

wants to join the Sons of The American Legion (SAL), they 

are 115% of their goal farther ahead of us Legionnaires.    

    Remember, without you the member, there would be no 

ACTION POST!!!  
 

    Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander 

http://www.legion.org/
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SWEEPSTAKES FINAL REPORT 
   I want to thank all of you that supported this year’s 

sweepstakes. All winners were drawn and prizes 

mailed out. 

   We took in $3,942.00 from ticket sales. The ex-

penses were $1,826.17 that is for prize money, print-

ing of the tickets, inserting the sheets of tickets in 

January-February-March newsletter and postage to 

mail the checks to the winners. Our profit is 

$2,115.83. I want to thank Dustin Sheridan for the 

tickets he sold $470.00 for the Post. This year what 

we made for our Veterans Rehab & Children and 

Youth program was $121.00 more than last year. 

You may want to know where money goes, while it 

pays for School Awards, Badger Boys State, ROTC 

Awards each year. 

   My request to ALL members, we increased the 

prize money to get more people involved in the pur-

chase of tickets. Next year, if every member would 

buy at least 2 books for $20.00 total, I would not 

have to plead for money for our Veterans Rehab & 

Children and Youth programs. I want to THANK the 

members that sent their money/tickets back to the 

post.  If you have any ideas or would like to run this 

sweepstakes, contact the post. 
  

   My thanks again to all that supported this program.     

    Commander Thomas & Jerry Schultz 

    Sweepstakes Committee Chairmen 
 

————————————- 
 

SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS  

FROM 03-27-2021 DRAWING 
 

    $600.00    David Primus   Madison 

    $300.00   John Fadness    Monona 

    $100.00   Allen Bodden   Monona 

    $50.00    Rebecca Lovell  Madison 

    $50.00    Colleen Cotter   Madison 

    $50.00    Cheri Crane     Apply Valley, CA 

    $50.00    James Stillman   Madison 

    $25.00    Vern Landsness  Lexington, KY 

    $25.00    Ben Kunde     Madison 

    $25.00    William Reeve   Madison 

    $25.00    Albert Schams   Madison 

    $25.00    Eric Robbins    P hoenix, AZ 

    $25.00    Kurt Hausler    Wauzeka 

    $25.00    Allen Bodden   Monona 

    $25.00    Thomas Nord   Madison   

LEGIONNAIRE OF THE YEAR 
   

    Election procedure: At the time of the election, the 

Post Sergeant of Arms/Assistant will distribute paper 

ballots to members present. The Commander will ask 

for nominations from individual member to be placed 

on a voting list board.  When the voting is complete, 

the ballots will be counted. A motion to destroy the 

ballots shall be entertained by the Commander and 

must be kept for 30 days. It shall be the duty of the 

Sergeant at Arms/Assistant to keep the results of the 

balloting a secret.  The name (s) of the winner (s) will 

be given to the Commander in sealed envelope. Com-

mander will have names (s) inscribed on a brass plate 

for attaching to the Legionnaire of the Year plaque 

board. This award is normally voted on in February 

and presented at Post Birthday Dinner in March.  Le-

gionnaire of the Year certificate will be filled out and 

presented to winner(s).   
 

————————————- 
 

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
 

    This award is provided to any person that is not a 

Legionnaire, Sons of the Legion or Auxiliary. This per-

son (child under parent supervision) who volunteered 

during the year at Severson-Cairns Post 501. This in-

cludes post breakfast, brats & Burger’s event, garage 

sales, post dinners and other ways supporting Post 501. 

Voting by post legionnaires will be as follows: Names 

will be nominated and written on sheet of paper; Sgt of 

Arms/Assistant gives paper ballot to all “Active” mem-

bers to vote. The Sgt of Arms/Assistant will tally the 

vote and provide to Commander that there is a winner 

and placed name in sealed envelope. A motion to de-

stroy the ballots shall be entertained by the Com-

mander and must be kept for 30 days. The winners 

name to post commander to get brass plate and certifi-

cate ready to present. Winner to be announced nor-

mally at birthday dinner and Commander will ensure 

winner is at birthday dinner. This will be delayed cause 

of VIRUS. 
 

————————————- 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE OF AWARDS ABOVE 
 

   Voting for both Legionnaire Of  The Year and Vol-

unteer Of The Year have both been delayed because of 

the virus restrictions and lack of being able to meet in 

groups. We will be voting on these at the May 12th 

Regular Post meeting, which will be held in person at 

the Post and virtually via Zoom. Please attend either 

way and cast your vote. 
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Please Visit  

www.madisonlegionpost501.org  
for the latest Post updates,  

information and photos. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gunderson Family since 1922 

Independent and Family Owned 

Department of Defense Authorized Provider 
in the Military Funeral Honors Program 

Visit the Wisconsin American Legion Website 

at  www.wilegion.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6010 Cottage Grove Road 

Madison, WI 53718 

Phone : 608-223-0939 

www.metromarket.net 

Veterans Crisis Line 
 

1-800-273-8255  PRESS 1 
 

Confidential crisis chat at-  

VeteransCrisisLine.net 
 

Or text to 838255 

** BRAT & BURGER EVENTS **  
 

 

 

 

 

May 1 & 15 

June 5 & 19 
10 AM - 4 PM. 

All Weather Permitting! 
 

Come join us for Brats, Hamburgers and Hot Dogs 

at our Drive-Thru Service, 105 Dempsey Rd. 
 

Public Welcome. 

In Flanders Fields 
 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row, 

    That mark our place; and in the sky 

    The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

    Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 

In Flanders fields. 
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 

    The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

    If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 
 

By John McCrae, 1915 



FREEDOM, PRIVACY & SURVEILLANCE  

IN THE DIGITAL WORLD 
 

Dear Legionnaires, 

    One of the great dilemmas of the 21st century begs the 

question of whether or not democracy with its freedoms 

can survive in the age of surveillance in  the digital age.  

Among these freedoms in danger of being lost is the 

freedom to worship as we please.   Let’s begin by looking 

at how freedoms have been lost over the past century with 

the ascendancy of totalitarian  regimes.  We saw how the 

Russian Revolution of 1917 took away most of the 

freedoms in Russia.  Further, we saw what happened to 

freedoms when National Socialism blanketed much of 

Europe in the 1930s.  The same can be said of China when 

Mao Zedong took over China in 1949.  The same has 

happened in North Korea.  But now we are seeing another 

sinister threat to basic freedoms: the arrival of the digital 

age.  Let me explain.   

    For starters, space age technology has made it possible 

to gather all sorts of data, much of it valuable in making 

life much better for all of us.  Weather forecasting is more 

accurate.  Early warnings of any impending disasters can 

be detected in the digital age.  But at the same time, data 

gathering can be an unwelcome intrusion at the expense of 

privacy.  The use of sophisticated camera devices has 

made spying and data gathering easier.  It is known that 

Communist China has taken surveillance to unprecedented 

levels in monitoring its citizens.  Spy cameras whether in 

space or in the pocket devices that many of us carry is yet 

another way of reducing privacy.  Private companies are in 

the business of gathering and selling personal data in the 

market place.  And, we haven’t even addressed the use of 

social media in our P.C.s to spread and intrude upon the 

private lives of citizen.  We could go on and on but you 

get the point.  Let’s take a closer look at just what is at 

stake when we address the privacy/freedom issue. 

    When we think about our ideals as expressed in our 

founding documents such as the Declaration of 

Independence we think about protecting the dignity of 

human beings.  The special virtue of our democracy hinges 

on the inalienable rights of individuals to live at peace 

with their fellow citizens and to protect those rights free of 

unnecessary intrusions by any other people, state or 

organization.  There is a fine line between advanced law 

enforcement systems and constant surveillance. Perhaps 

our mission is to recognize that while we live in a vast 

interconnected environment in state, local and private 

domains, we should be vigilant in protecting and 

defending personal privacy, the legacy that is part of our 

heritage. 
 

    May we continue to pray for our deceased and ill 

Legionnaires and their families and friends. 

    Ray McCool,  Post Chaplain  

    Spring has arrived along with the long awaited time 

to get outside dressing up our yards and flowerbeds. 

Making our yards and flowerbeds look great, makes us 

feel better, and makes the neighborhood spark up also. 

We anxiously await to see if those fall plantings will 

perk up as we believed they would when we planted 

them. Seeing natures new growth inspires us to review 

our lives for new potentials and goals. 

    I hope everyone had a beautiful Easter with family 

and/or friends. Easter is also reminder that new life 

and purpose is before us.  

    We have been working on our family tree and 

history. With so many relatives from foreign countries, 

it is interesting, but hard to distinguish who belongs to 

whom. I pray for God to assist in this effort as he 

represents our past, present and future. I remember the 

quote “yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery and 

today is mine, a moment in time.” These activities 

have kept me busy during this long down time we 

have all experienced.  

    Unit Member Carol Sidwell is still hospitalized and 

will be moving to a health care facility soon. There is 

currently no change in her condition and she needs our 

continued thought and prayers. Cards and letters can 

be sent to her son Jeff, address in last month’s bulletin. 

Get well wishes go out to Milly Boyer who recently 

fell, was taken to the hospital and now home 

recuperating. Also, Mo Ormson is recovering after 

breaking a big toe. Best wishes for quick recovery for 

both. When you receive this bulletin, I will be 

recovering from eye surgery removing cataracts and 

having a Cornea transplant in my left eye. I pray all 

will be successful and I believe my Savior will be my 

side.  

    The Merry Month of May brings flowers and 

Mothers’ Day. Let us not forget who gave us life. May 

is also the month of graduations and, of course, 

Memorial Day. Let us take time on Memorial Day to 

give thanks for all we have and remember the 

sacrifices of so many that make our life today what it 

is. 

    We are all on a mission, a single common mission 

that consumes us all. We are here to be a blessing for 

others and that mission will never change. Our need is 

to work together so others lives will be better. It is 

called “Service”. Let us be united in our efforts to 

serve everyone. 
 

    Lord, Jesus, today is your day, and I want Your 

will to be done. So, whatever happens, hold my 

hand. Amen 
 

   Have Faith, Joy, Love and Peace in our hearts no 

matter what happens in life.   

   Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain  608-422-0100  

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain Legion 501 Chaplain 



 

 

Severson-Cairns Post No.501 
American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P .O. BOX 14255 

Madison, WI    53708-0255 

 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 

Legion  - $42.00, mail to:  
American Legion Post 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

SAL - $14.00, mail to: 
Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to: 
American Legion Unit 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14343 
Madison WI  53708-0343 
 

Post location: 
105 Dempsey Road, Madison 
 

Post Phone Number: 
608-244-7716 

Moving? 
Please let us know of your  

address change. Call or email us 

at- post501@wipost501.org  

Return Service Requested 

Moving?    Snow Bird?  
Please let us know of your address change. 

Contact the Post at  608-244-7716 or email us  

of the change at post501@wipost501.org  

 

KOSHER DONUTS 

2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 
BEST OF MADISON 

GOLD WINNER-BAKERY 
 

1402 REGENT ST. 
608-257-1151 

 
5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD. 

608-416-5544 

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE 

Please Visit  

www.madisonlegionpost501.org  
for the latest Post event updates. 

Sorry, but due to the COVID-19 virus 

the SATURDAY BREAKFASTS are  

cancelled for May and June 2021. 

Post 501’s Monthly Cards,  

Comradeship, Coffee and Donuts 

is BACK!!  
Thursday, May 20th  

9 AM till Noon. 
Donuts by Greenbush Bakery.  

 

All members, veterans and Active/Reserve/National 

Guard service personnel are invited to stop by, if only 

for a few minutes just to say "HI !".  


