
 

 

Special Points of  Interest: 
 

***Please Note *** 
The Governor’s EO #28 Safer at Home 
Order, which is in effect until May 26, 

2020 has caused us to Cancel or 
Postpone the following events:    

   02 May - Brat Fest at Metro Market  
   02 May - Meat Raffle at Tully’s  
   08 May - Spring Conference at Portage 
   09 May - Post Breakfast  
   13 May - Post & Unit Meeting  
   16 May - Meat Raffle at Tully’s 
   21 May - Post Coffee/card playing 
   23 May - A.L. Baseball Team 501  
                  Brat Fest at Metro Market  
   25 May - MEMORIAL DAY Events  
   25 May - Brat Fest East Side Club 

———————————————————————–—— 

The following events are scheduled but 
subject to being canceled or postponed 
based on new Governor’s Orders and 
the State reopening plans. Check your 

email or our webpage for updates. 
Also be mindful of your personal health. 
 

28 May 
Dane County Meeting, Cross Plains, 7 PM 

29 May 
Post House Cmty at 8:45 AM,  

Executive Cmty at Meeting 9 AM. 
29 May 

Brat Fest East Side Club 3-7 PM. 
02 June 

Brat Fest East Side Club, 9-6 PM. 
05 June 

Brat Fest East Side Club 3-7PM. 
06 June 

Brat Fest at Metro Market, 6010 Cottage 
Grove Rd, from 10A-3PM, HELP NEEDED 

10 June 
Post & Unit Meetings, Election of Officers,  

6 PM social, 7 PM meeting.  
12 June 

Brat Fest East Side Club, 3-7 PM. 
13 June 

Post Breakfast at Post from 730-11 AM, 
HELP NEEDED. 

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 

Madison, WI  53708-0255 

608-244-7716 

 Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 

    If Virus Threat is still in effect, many events may NOT Happen. If any 

changes, Post email will be sent out for any changes. Please check your email.  

Stay healthy and safe!!  

    The monthly Brat Fest at METRO Market, 6010 Cottage Grove Road on 02 

May and 23 May 2020 are canceled. Last month, the Brat Fest were both 

canceled due to Virus Threat...  

    The 101st Annual American Legion, Post 501, Past Commander’s and Past 

President’s Dinner was Canceled because of the Virus Threat.  Volunteer of 

the Year was Barb Johnson and Legionnaire of the Year was Jerrold Schultz. 

Sweepstakes were drawn and checks were sent out to winners. Hope to see 

more of you legionnaires and family at this great event next year.  

    The April Breakfast was canceled due to the Virus Threat.  Next breakfast is 

set for 09 May 2020 is canceled. Still need some more Volunteers for the 

kitchen help in the future? 

    Virus Threat has POSTPONED the May 25   Memorial Day events for all 

Veterans to remember our fallen comrades.  Plans for celebrations at Forrest 

Hills, State Capitol and the Monona Parade are canceled.  
   (Continued on page 2) 

    I hope you are getting used to your new normal, whatever that may look 

like.  With things continuously changing due to COVID 19 it can be hard to 

stay current with what may or may not be occurring.  For the most updated 

information on 501, please check our website or Facebook page.  If you cannot 

check either of those you can call the Post at (608) 244-7716 and leave a 

message, but please note your call may not be returned immediately as our 

building is closed.  Due to my professional experience at DAIS (Domestic 

Abuse Intervention Services), I know that not all people are safe while 

following "safer at home".  This is true not only for family violence, but also 

for those who may not know where their next meal comes from.  No matter 

what the situation, please dial 211 to reach out to the United Way resource line 

who can direct you to the most appropriate resources, there is no shame in 

asking for help, it is available.   

    We cancelled our April and May monthly meetings due to COVID 19, 

therefore our elections and installation of officers are postponed.  Currently, 

the plan is to hold elections at our meeting on June 10th, any member in good 

standing can run for any office.  I would love to see more people consider 

taking on a roll, please contact me if you are interested   in an office, and we 

will also take nominations from the floor the night    (Continued on page 2) 
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Page 2 501 – The Action Post 

Commander’s column continued from pg 1- 
 

    Virus Threat has canceled the May 13th Post 501 Post 

Elections. Really need members to step up and run for 

office. All offices at the Post are open for Post members 

in good standing (Paid up status) to vote and run for 

office.  NOTE: All Officers will stay in Office until an 

election can take place. Sons of The American Legion 

will also be electing new officers.  Remember, if you 

have ideas, run for office. Need someone to run for Post 

Commander as I will be unable to continue for personal 

reasons.  I am hoping to have the election on 10 June 

2020 tentative day, so let me know if you want to run for 

office. 

    The American Legion needs you to volunteer to be on 

some committees at the state headquarters level. These 

committees meet at least 4 times a year, so not much 

time is spent.  If interested contact the Post as the 

paperwork if needs to be submitted soon.  

    If you have any expertise in the kitchen area, we need 

your help as some of the people need some relief. Please 

call 244-7716 if you can help. I know some of you 

Volunteer at other places and work harder than you 

would at the post. 

    Thanks again to Ed Burke for your donation to the 

post!!!! Mona Fuszard donation in Memory of Richard 

Fuszard deceased Post 501 member. 

    Welcome New Members to Post 501: James 

Szczepanski, Francis Juckem, John Luttig and Floyd 

Spoehr. IF YOU HAVE NOT been initiated, contact me 

at the post. 

    Post Coffee/card playing is canceled on 21 May 2020. 

Next coffee is 18 June 2020. Donuts by Greenbush 

Bakery. 

    Post Workers needed!! In May-June, we will be doing 

some work at the post, IF you can help, PLEASE call the 

post 244-7716.  Work will be doing drop ceiling in 

kitchen, and other jobs.  I have a list of names now, but 

need more.  Project will be listed and those who want to 

help will be called.   

    Renew your membership on-line. Go to wilegion.org, 

click “renew on-line”, enter name and member# and pay 

by credit card. REALLY THE POST NEEDS YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL. Some of you have been 

members for years and you have not renewed. I really 

would like to know WHY? The Legion has done a lot of 

things for VETERANS. Legion led the push for the GI 

Bill, welcome all Veterans to Legion, Had the first 

female commander at national level. I could list more 

things, but I need your RENEW NOW. 

    If you have not signed up for Badger Honor Flight, 

I have the form at post. If you have not gone to    —> 

Auxiliary President’s Message continued from pg 1- 
 

of the meeting.  We will hold our joint installation along 

with the legionnaires on Wednesday, July 8, 2020.  

    On Memorial Day, Monday May 25, 2020, please 

take a moment to remember our American service 

members who never made it home.  Memorial Day is a 

time to remember and honor those who paid for 

freedom with their life.  Again this year we enclosed a 

Poppy in this newsletter so that each member can have a 

Poppy to wear to honor our fallen.  If you want to make 

a donation to our Poppy fund, all money raised goes to 

help veterans directly. We do hope that once it’s safe to 

do so, we will be able to go places, such as Metro 

Market, and distribute additional Poppies.   

    I hope you and your families stay well during this 

time.  I am staying home, working from home, and 

doing my part to flatten the curve, I ask that you do the 

same if at all able.   

    Peace. 

    Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President 

    608-513-2725 

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 
     We still have a number of unpaid 2020 dues, check 

your membership card and if doesn’t read year 2020 

you haven’t paid.  Don’t let your membership lapse.  If 

you have a problem paying your dues, please contact 

me and our Unit will try and help you.  My number is 

222-5438.  If you have any questions on your member-

ship you can also call me or President Becky. 

    Take care and stay healthy. 

    Ellie Paulson, Unit Membership Chairman. 

a return Honor Flight, you should try and see the returning 

Veterans and families react to the festive event. If you are 

scheduled for flight, call the post so post members can 

WELCOME you home. 

    23 May 2020 canceled The American Legion Post Base-

ball Team Brat Fest at Metro Market. This is the team WE 

sponsor next Brat Fest for them is 22 August 2020. If you 

can come out and have a Brat it would be nice. Proceeds 

go to the team for the many games away.  Show your sup-

port for the team. 

    If you have items (No TV’s, electrical or clothing) that 

you would like to donate to the post Garage Sale on 28-29 

August 2020. We could take them on 26-27 August in the 

morning. 

    Remember, without you the member there is no Action 

Post.  

    Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander 



 

 

LEGION MEMBERSHIP   

    We are currently at 95% of our 2020 goal for 

membership renewals. That is GREAT!  Thank you all.  

    We do have a number of members who have not renewed 

for 2020 yet and we don’t want to lose you. If you have not 

renewed for 2020 yet, please send in your dues today. If 

you have any questions on your membership, or if you have 

a problem paying your dues because of financial or health 

issues please contact me, we can help. Also, if you have any 

questions on your membership, contact Cmdr Tom or 

myself at the Post, or me at home at 839-1975. 

   Unfortunately since this time last year we’ve lost several 

members to death. They are now in Post Everlasting. 

Normally at our May Post meeting we will hold a short 

Memorial Service to recognize and remember these 

members. Because of the virus there will be no meeting this 

month, so we will hold the Memorial Service at our June 

meeting, please attend if you can.  

    If you have a problem paying your dues because of 

financial or health issues please contact me, we can help. 

Also, if you have any questions on your membership, 

contact Cmdr Tom or myself at the Post, or me at home at 

839-1975. 

   Keith Lovell, Membership Chairman  
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SERVICE OFFICER REPORT 
Fellow Legionnaires- 

    Never give up hope on America's at-risk veterans. 

The Madison VA Cognitive Processing Therapy Pro-

gram referral from the Veterans Crisis Line lights the 

pathway for the trauma informed who need treat-

ment. The Madison College UW Liberal Arts Trans-

fer Program is available to those who enroll in VI-

TAL after discharge. The Veterans Integrational 

Transitional Academic Leadership Program com-

bined with the generous investment of the Wisconsin 

G.I. Bill have built the road to fulfilling the dreams 

of those who would not normally go back to school. 

Our post affiliation through Outpost 422 to support 

The Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs Zero 

Veteran Suicide Initiative is how the at-risk become 

strong leader because we never give up on our 

wounded. 

    Sincerely, 

    Bradley Burt, Service Officer 

CONGRATULATION WINNERS 
 

March Breakfast Winner —   Dan McCool   
 

March Meeting 50/50 —   Charles Knipp  
 

There was no Breakfast or meeting in  April 
 

These drawings are meant to encourage attendance at our 

Breakfast and Post Meetings as well as to give something 

back to those in attendance making participation more fun. 

COVID-19 SAFTY PRECAUSIONS 
    Clean your hands often:  Wash your hands often 

with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use a 

hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. Avoid 

touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed 

hands. 

    Avoid close contact:  Avoid contact with people 

who are sick. Stay home as much as possible. Remem-

ber that some people without symptoms may be able to 

spread virus. Keeping distance from others is especially 

important for people who are at higher risk of getting 

very sick. Continue to keep about 6 feet between your-

self and others.  

    Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face 

cover when around others:  Everyone should wear a 

cloth face cover when they have to go out in public, for 

example to the grocery store or to pick up other neces-

sities. The cloth face cover is meant to protect other 

people in case you are infected. Continue to keep about 

6 feet between yourself and others.  

    Cover coughs and sneezes:  Remember to always 

cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you 

cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow. Imme-

diately wash your hands with soap and water use hand 

sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

    Clean AND disinfect frequently touched sur-

faces daily: This includes tables, doorknobs, light 

switches, countertops, handles, desks, phones, key-

boards, toilets, faucets, and sinks. Use detergent or soap 

and water prior to disinfection. Then, use a household 

disinfectant.                Source– CDC 

HISTORY REPORT  

& PUBLIC RELATIONS 
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk 

 

07 May  -  National Day of Prayer. 

08 May 1945  -  Victory in Europe Day WW11. 

11 May 1943  -  U.S. Army troops invade Attu in the  

                 Aleutian Islands. 

10 May  -  Mother’s Day. 

15 May  -  Peace Officers Memorial Day. 

16 May  -  Armed Forces Day. 

25 May  -  Memorial Day.  

May is National Military Appreciation Month- 

            Thank a Veteran!!!!!! 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gunderson Family since 1922 

Independent and Family Owned 

Department of Defense Authorized Provider 
in the Military Funeral Honors Program 
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6010 Cottage Grove Road 

Madison, WI 53718 

Phone : 608-223-0939 

www.metromarket.net 

IN MEMORIUM 
Post 501 extends its condolences  

to the family of; 
 

Don Brinkmeier,  29 year PUFL member  

29 April 2020,  Korean Veteran  
 

May he rest in peace with the thanks of a  

grateful nation for the services he performed for  

our Country and the American Legion. 

Our Post’s Memorial Hall is available free of charge 

to members in times of a family loss. 

Contact the Club at 244-7716 for details. 

2020 SWEEPSTAKES FINAL REPORT 
    I want to thank all of you that supported this year’s 

sweepstakes. All winners were drawn and prizes mailed 

out. 

    We took in $3821.00 from ticket sales. The expenses 

were $1,737.16 that is for prize money, printing of the tick-

ets, inserting the sheets of tickets in January-February-

March newsletter and postage to mail the checks to the 

winners. Our profit is $2,083.84. I want to thank the Dustin 

Sheridan $370.00, Ed Burke $350.00 and Don Brinkmeier 

$330.00 for the tickets they sold for the Post. This year 

what we made for our Veterans Rehab & Children and 

Youth program was $843.07 more than last year. You may 

want to know where money goes, while it pays for School 

Awards, Badger Boys State, ROTC Awards each year. 

    My request to ALL members, since last year we in-

creased the prize money to get more people involved in the 

purchase of tickets. Next year, if every member would buy 

at least 2 books for $20.00 total, I would not have to plead 

for money for our Veterans Rehab & Children and Youth 

programs. I want to THANK the members that sent their 

money/tickets back to the post. If you have any ideas or 

would like to run this sweepstakes, contact the post. 

    My thanks again to all that supported this program.   

    Commander Thomas & Jerry Schultz 

In Flanders Fields 
 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row, 

    That mark our place; and in the sky 

    The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

    Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 

In Flanders fields. 
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 

    The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

    If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 
 

By John McCrae, 1915 

HISTORY REPORT  
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk 

07 May  -  National Day of Prayer. 

08 May 1945  -  Victory in Europe Day WW11. 

11 May 1943  -  U.S. Army troops invade Attu in the  

                 Aleutian Islands. 

10 May  -  Mother’s Day. 

15 May  -  Peace Officers Memorial Day. 

16 May  -  Armed Forces Day. 

25 May  -  Memorial Day.  

May is National Military Appreciation Month- 

                  Thank a Veteran!!!!!! 



THE MILITARY CHAPLAINCY:  

HOW IT HAS CHANGED 
 

Dear Legionnaires, 

    Since the earliest days of our Republic chaplains have 

served the military.  Washington, leading the Continental 

Army, recognized the value of chaplains during those 

earliest of times.  What is unique is how the military 

chaplaincy has changed over the past two centuries. 

    In the early years chaplains were pretty much 

independent and brought with them their unique faith 

backgrounds.  But this all changed with the advent of 

WWI.  With this war the military leadership realized that 

the draft brought together recruits of many environments 

and beliefs.  It was recognized that through the aid of 

chaplains some kinship or religious bond could be formed 

to help bring discipline to men of various backgrounds.  

Out of this a professional military chaplaincy was 

established.  Congress set up uniform standards for 

chaplains, paid, and under the general supervision of the 

government.  No one denomination was considered above 

others.  Rather, a general grouping of Protestant, Catholic, 

and Jew was seen as encompassing all major belief 

systems.  But, this tripartite sort of classification was 

fraught with complications. Early on it was seen that one 

religious experience might not work under the three 

category system.  For example, the Vatican initially 

forbade a Catholic chaplain from participating in interfaith 

burial rites even though this exclusiveness ran counter to 

the military code for chaplains.  One factor that helped 

change the Vatican’s position can be attributed to Medal of 

Honor recipient Chaplain Kapaun during the Korean War.  

He buried and offered  comfort to  soldiers in accordance 

with their specific rites.  Note that when Chaplain Kapaun, 

as a POW in North Korea, died from starvation and 

pneumonia, it was a Jew who carved a wooden cross for 

Fr. Kapaun over a mass grave.  That a non-denominational 

sense of unity was catching on was demonstrated by a 

Baptist chaplain who presided at a Last Supper rite on a 

Catholic alter after presiding at a Jewish service.  What I’m 

trying to illustrate is that over the years and taking us to the 

present, the notion that the tripartite Protestant, Catholic, 

and Jewish rites, in themselves, under represented the faith 

experience of those in the military.  Today there are over 

200 faith groups represented in the military.  This is 

understandable as we see that our military has become 

more diverse including  other faiths groups such as 

Buddhism.   
 

    May we continue to pray for ill and departed 

Legionnaires and relatives and friends.     

    Ray McCool.  Post Chaplain  

    To let you know that I have been thinking and 

praying for all of you during this trying and stressful 

period for all of us. During this difficult time in our 

lives, I hope you are all safe and healthy and void of 

this devastating virus.  

    I can’t help but to think back on our life before 

this “stop the world” occurred. We had a pretty 

good time with our healthy families, free to travel, 

free to do pretty much what ever we wanted and 

when we wanted. We had the world at our feet, or 

perhaps we thought so. Perhaps we had it too good 

and this virus was a wakeup call to slow down and 

smell the roses. To me this is a great time to sit and 

elevate our thinking of life as we knew it and now, 

where are we going. Hopefully we will be better 

person, a better friend and more aware of how 

precious our family members are to us. I hear many 

people saying they hope to get back to “normal”. 

What really is or was normal? I hope that we all 

come out of this experience with a “new normal”, 

having an appreciation for what we have around us 

and slow the pace a bit.  

    I have used this down time to accomplish several 

things, making surgical caps, face masks Meriter 

Hospital and King Veterans Home. Also, a lot of 

crocheting of baby hats and other items for Meriter 

Hospital. I found a 1000 piece puzzle that is 

occupying a fare amount of time as well a lot of 

cooking and baking which I really enjoy. Perhaps 

this is a good time to remember the following: 

”Accept what is, let go of what was and have faith 

in what will be”. 

    Our heartfelt sympathies go out to Commander 

Tom for his brother’s passing at the end of March. 

Also, to Carol Brinkmeier on the passing of 

Legionnaire Don. Don meant a lot to our Legion 

Post as a generous giver of his resources and his 

valuable knowledge of investments. May they both 

rest in peace having completed their pilgrimage in 

this world.  

    Dear Jesus, when life gets messy and out of the 

normal, I want to pull away or hide. I might 

believe that no one feels as sad or confused as I, 

so I keep to myself. I am so grateful you walk 

with me. I am grateful I can be honest with you 

and that you will exchange my heaviness for 

healing hope for the future. In Jesus name, 

Amen. 
 

    Have Peace, Joy and be Safe. 

    Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain 

    608-422-0100  

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain Legion 501 Chaplain 



 

 

Severson-Cairns Post No.501 
American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P .O. BOX 14255 

Madison, WI    53708-0255 

 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 

Legion  - $42.00, mail to:  
American Legion Post 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

SAL - $14.00, mail to: 
Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to: 
American Legion Unit 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14343 
Madison WI  53708-0343 
 

Post location: 
105 Dempsey Road, Madison 
 

Post Phone Number: 
608-244-7716 

Moving? 
Please let us know of your  

address change. Call or email us 

at- post501@wipost501.org  

Return Service Requested 

Post 501’s Monthly Comradeship,  

Cards, Coffee and Donuts Get Together.  
 

Cancelled for May. 
 

Donuts provided courtesy of Greenbush Bakery. 

Moving?    Snow Bird?  
Please let us know of your address change. 

Contact the Post at  608-244-7716 or email us  

of the change at post501@wipost501.org  

 

KOSHER DONUTS 

2017, 2018, 2019 
BEST OF MADISON 

GOLD WINNER-BAKERY 
 

1402 REGENT ST. 
608-257-1151 

 
5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD. 

608-416-5544 

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE 

SATURDAY BREAKFAST 
 

Cancelled this Month. 
 

Hopefully we’ll be open on June  13th 

 MEAT RAFFLES  

Tully’s II on Monona Dr. 

Cancelled this Month. 

Check our Web Page for the latest  
information on Post events. 

www.madisonlegionpost501.org 


