
 

 

Special Points of  Interest: 
 

7 March 
Unit 501 Meat Raffle 3-5 PM, 

at Tully’s on Monona Drive. See Back Pg. 
 

11 March 
Post and Unit Meetings, 7PM 

 

14 March 
Post Breakfast , 730-11 AM. 

Public welcome. Help Needed! 
 

14 March 
Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner, 
4PM till we run out.  See Pg 3. 

Takeout orders available, Public welcome.  
 

19 March 
 Post 501 Coffee, Cards & Donuts 

9 AM—Noon, All invited. See back Pg. 
 

21 March 
Unit 501 Meat Raffle 3-5 PM, 

at Tully’s on Monona Drive. See Back Pg. 
 

21 March 
Post Birthday/Past Cdr/Past Presidents 

Dinner, 5PM Social, 6PM Dinner,  

7PM Program, 8PM Sweepstakes drawing. 
 Reservations required for dinner.  

See Page 3 for details. 
 

26 March 
 Dane County Meeting 

Post 59  Stoughton 
 

28 March 
Executive Committee Mtg. at 9AM. 

 

4 April 
Unit 501 Meat Raffle 3-5 PM, 

at Tully’s on Monona Drive. See Back Pg. 
 

4 April 
Post Brat Fest Metro Market,  

6010 Cottage Grove Rd from 10-3PM, 
Fundraiser, help needed  

 

8 April 
Post and Unit Meetings- 7PM, 

Initiation of new members, Guest Speaker  
 

11 April 
Post Breakfast , 730-11 AM. 

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 

Madison, WI  53708-0255 

608-244-7716 

 Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 

    The snowy/cold weather of February is now gone and March is here. Spring 

projects will be starting at the Post in April. 

    This month’s breakfast is on 14 March 2020 from 730-11 Am, Public is 

Welcome, so pass the word. Also on 14 March in the afternoon, the annual 

Post Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner will be from 4 Pm till we run out, 

Public Welcome. I ask you the member to check out the breakfast or dinner; 

you will find that we are usually lower in price. Please support the Post!!!! 

    Thank You Joe Rane for the Stainless kitchen tanks, Stanley Wilson for the 

Motorized wheelchair, Paul Reilly and Tom Disalvo for our roof project, 

thanks for your generous donations.   

    The Post will be having the Annual Post Elections on 13 May 2020. All 

Offices are open to Legionnaires in good standing. The Sons of The American 

Legion (SAL) will be having elections also, I would like the Post and SAL to 

be active like other Post, your support is needed. If you have questions on any 

office contact the Post for details. This is your way to be involved in the 

running of your Post. If you have ideas, come to Post meeting, so we can hear 

them. Please step up and lead!!!!          (Continued on page 2) 

    Spring is just around the corner, hopefully the sun will shine bright. We met 

in February for our regular monthly meeting, things are going well for our 

Unit.  As of 2/18/2020 our membership is at 62/66, meaning we only need 4 

more to reach 100% for a third year in a row!  Our March meeting will be on 

Wednesday March 11 at 7PM, please bring a list of your yearly volunteer 

hours to this meeting.  If you cannot make the meeting, please mail/email me 

your hours as I want to ensure you hard work gets counted.  Poppy's have 

arrived and while May is officially Poppy month, we can distribute them all 

year long.  We are planning some time to go to the VA hospital as well as 

local area business to distribute the Poppy's.  If you are interested in helping, 

please let me know.   

    March will be a busy month for us, we have two meat raffles on 3/7 and 

3/21 and we need your assistance during both, please let me know if you can 

help out.  March 14th is our monthly breakfast as well as our yearly Corned 

Beef and Cabbage dinner.  The Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner is a favorite, 

serving 4P-Out and last year we were out by 6 PM, so show up early!   
                           (Continued on page 2) 
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Commander’s column continued from pg 1- 
 

    The 8 April 2020 Post meeting will be the night to 

welcome all the new members to Post 501. This 

Initiation of new or never initiated to the legion before is 

part of the Legion history. If you want to be initiated call 

the Post. Guest Speaker will be Joe Parisi, Dane County 

Executive to speak on new Veteran homeless shelter.  

    March 21st, we will be having the LEGION/Post 

Birthday/Past Commander’s/Past President’s Dinner. 

Your RESERVATIONS to attend must be to the Post 

by March 11th so the food can be ordered. See 

information in the newsletter for more details. There will 

be a Guest speaker. Sweepstakes drawing will be done at 

8 PM, Legionnaire of the Year, Volunteer of the Year; 

Continuous year’s awards will be awarded. Plan to 

attend.  

    If you have not renewed your membership, you need 

to RENEW as the legion needs your help. Membership is 

very important as the National Commander fights 

Congress for your benefits. The fewer members equal 

fewer benefits! Please read the Badger Legionnaire 

Magazine for members that have been members for over 

50 years!!!! Post 501 Legionnaires have a challenge with 

Unit 501 Auxiliary; they are close to 100% of their goal 

for membership. Please help me get the Post to 

membership goal. 

    If you are sick/hospitalized let the Post know. When a 

member passes, please have your family contact the Post, 

so we can attend and give final Salute. I want to thank 

the members that attend the last funerals- Keith Lovell, 

John Scott, Don Olman, Darrell Feucht, Greg Chille. 

    Post 501 is looking for someone to help in the kitchen 

as some need help/rest, also someone to assist with Post 

projects.  If interested contact the Post 244-7716.  

    Thank you for your very nice comments to the Post-

Violet Feldmann & Ray Glas. 

    Donations this past month to ALA 245 for the Red 

Cross in Italy to support our troops on leave from Iraq. 

    The monthly coffee and card playing at the Post is set 

for 19 March 2020 from 9-12 am or so. Donuts are 

supplied by Greenbush Bakery, Madison Eastside 

location. Thank you, Greenbush Bakery. If you can 

attend, great. I see other Posts are now doing the same 

coffee and cards. Thanks to William Robbins for 

organizing this event. Thanks William!!! 

    Remember, without you the member, there will be no 

ACTION POST!!!    

    Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander 

Auxiliary President’s Message continued from pg 1- 
 

    Most importantly, March 21st is our yearly Legion 

Birthday/Past Presidents/Past Commanders dinner, 

please be sure to RSVP if you are coming.  All 

members are invited, we will be honoring our past Unit 

presidents, and I hope to see you there as it is a 

fantastic time to celebrate all we have accomplished.   

    Peace. 

    Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President 

    608-513-2725 

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 
    We still have a few members that haven’t paid their 

2020 dues.  If your in doubt about if you paid them, 

check your membership card and it should read year 

2020.  Please pay them ASAP,  your membership will 

soon lapse. 

    We need all of you, we have members that have 

passed away or moved and we need to fill these mem-

berships as we need membership to be able to help our 

veterans in many ways thru our programs.  All members 

should be looking for new members , let them know 

who we are and what we do to help veterans families 

and the community. 

    If you have any questions about membership, please 

call me at 222-5438. 

    Hope you are staying warm and safe, it won’t be long 

and spring will be here. 

    Ellie Paulson, Unit Membership Chairman. 

LEGION GIFTS BY ESTATE PLANNING - 

TELLING YOUR STORY 
   A carefully crafted estate plan can provide you the oppor-

tunity to tell your story. After all, leaving a legacy isn’t op-

tional. We will certainly  be remembered-it’s really a ques-

tion of how we will be remembered. And when you think 

about your accomplishments, don’t forget to include your 

support for your American Legion Post 501. Your generos-

ity and desire to help America’s veterans is part of your en-

during legacy. 

   Cash, securities, real estate or personal property can all be 

given to Legion Post 501 through a well-planned will or 

estate plan. This allows you to give “what’s left” after loved 

ones are provided for. No amount is too small and  every 

gift makes a difference. 

    Such a provision creates an unrestricted bequest that as-

sures the gift will be used where it is most needed. 

   Your consideration will be greatly appreciated and prop-

erly recognized and your Post 501 can continue to serve 

those who have served proudly. 



 

 

LEGION MEMBERSHIP 
     We are currently over 92% renewals for the 2020 

membership year. That’s Great, Thank You to all who have 

renewed to date.  

   That means we only need 23 more to get to our membership 

goal of 291. A dues notice reminder was mailed last month, if 

you got one, please help us to get to our goal, renew your 

membership today.   

   Many members are using National’s on-line credit card 

renewal process. National logs your renewal immediately and 

notifies the State and our Post, at which time we send out your 

membership card. This all seem to streamline things and 

provides you with the convenience of electronic payment. If 

you have not renewed yet, try it online at www.legion.org and 

go to the Members tab. It’s fast and convenient.  

   We also need to work on recruiting new members and this is 

where I need your help. If you know of a fellow veteran who 

you thank may be eligible to join the legion, ask them about 

joining our great organization or get me their name and number 

and I’ll be glad to contact them.  

    If you have a problem paying your dues because of financial 

or health issues please contact me, we can help. Also, if you 

have any questions on your membership, contact Cmdr Tom or 

myself at the Post, or me at home at 839-1975. 

   Keith Lovell, Membership Chairman  
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SERVICE OFFICER REPORT 
    Greetings Post 501! Thank you for nominat-

ing me to be your interim Adjutant! I want to 

take a minute to share a moment with all of 

you I had the chance to share with Gene 

Sheets. Gene and I pledged to the GNUTS 

club at the same time. (The GNUTS club is a 

fun club for past and present Adjutants, Ed.) 

Gene looked at me and said, “Why are you 

here? don’t you know this is an adjutant’s 

club” Being a Service Officer requires broad 

shoulders, which eventually leads to stepping 

up to filling in the event an executive member 

needs time away to get situated in life. Gene 

Sheets and his service are a beacon of how an 

effective adjutant runs their duties for the post. 

We shared several laughs after our GNUTS 

initiation. I will cherish this memory moving 

forward to assist with his duties. Gene Sheets’ 

service to this post will always be remembered 

as admirable and hope to continue carrying the 

torch in honor of his work. Gene is a distin-

guished member of our post. Please stop by 

the post and thank him for his service. 

    Bradley Burt, Service Officer 

Past Commanders - Past Presidents - 
American Legion 101st Birthday Dinner 

March 21, 2020 
 

5PM Cocktails,  6PM Dinner,  7PM Program,  8PM Sweepstakes Drawing 
Meal– Turkey, Ham, Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy, Corn, Salad, Roll and Birthday Cake. 

Cost - $15.00/person.    Several Great Door Prizes. 
 

Please RSVP and pay by March 11
th

.   Make check out to “Post 501” and mail to: 
American Legion Post 501   P.O. Box 14255   Madison, WI  53708-0255 

Or call the Post at 244-7716  

CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE DINNER 
Saturday, March 14th  -  4 PM Until Out 

Takeouts orders available. 

Cost $12.00 Per Person  -  Children under 10 years $4.00 

Includes Potatoes, Carrots, Bread, Dessert, Coffee, Milk. 

American Legion Post 501  -  105 Dempsey Rd, Madison 

http://www.legion.org/


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gunderson Family since 1922 

Independent and Family Owned 

Department of Defense Authorized Provider 
in the Military Funeral Honors Program 
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HISTORY REPORT  
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk 

 

01 February  -  Four Chaplains Day. 
 

March 2, 1942  -  U.S. Airborne troops recapture  

        Corregidor in the Philippines. 
 

March 15, 1919  -  The American Legion Birthday. 
 

March 15-17, 1919  -  The American Legion is founded 

        in Paris by members of the American Expeditionary  

        Force. 
 

March 19, 2003  -  Start of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
 

March 25  -  National Medal of Honor Day. 
 

Vietnam Wall Facts:   8 Women who were nurses,   

        5 soldiers that were just 16 years old,  12 soldiers 

        that were just 17 years old all died in Vietnam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6010 Cottage Grove Road 

Madison, WI 53718 

Phone : 608-223-0939 

www.metromarket.net 

SWEEPSTAKES TIME AGAIN 
 

    I want to gracelessly thank those Legionnaires, SAL, 

Auxiliary members and friends for your support for the 

sweepstakes.  The sweepstakes tickets you brought 

from the Posts annual fundraiser go to support the Vet-

erans and Children & Youth programs, I really thank 

you!!! I know not everyone has supported the sweep-

stakes, I guess if you cannot—OK. Some other posts 

and organizations get a lot of support for their fund-

raiser, if you have an idea to make it better and get more 

money for the Veterans and Children & Youth, let me 

know!!! If every member would have brought at least 

two (2) books of 6 tickets for $10.00, we would be 

good. Remember, the sweepstakes is open to anyone, if 

you can sell some tickets before the 21st of March 

great. If you need tickets contact the post 608-244-

7716. We really need your support, we will have to look 

at the programs to support and those we will have to cut 

because of low financial support. I want to thank the 

following for giving more money than the tickets they 

brought: William Robbins, Mary Kolar, Joseph Durkin, 

Roy Franz. 

    Thank You!! 

    Commander Thomas  

CONGRATULATION WINNERS 
 

January Breakfast Winner —   Charlie Powers  
 

January Meeting 50/50 —   Charlie Pirkl  
 

These drawings are meant to encourage attendance at 

our Breakfast and Post Meetings as well as to give 

something back to those in attendance making 

participation more fun. 

 

Did you know that Post 501 is on Facebook. 

American Legion Post 501, Madison, WI 

Visit our Web Page 
www.madisonlegionpost501.org 

IN MEMORIUM 
Post 501 extends its condolences  

to the families of; 
 

Kenneth J. Grinde,  15 year member,  

2 February 2020,  Korean Veteran  
 

               Paul J. O’Brien,   26 year member,  

20 January 2020,  Korean Veteran  
 

May they rest in peace with the thanks of a  

grateful nation for the services they performed for  

our Country and the American Legion. 



ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE  

AND THE DIGNITY OF HUMANS  
 

Dear Legionnaires 

    Within the past couple of years much has been written about artificial 

intelligence abbreviated as “AI”.  Questions have been raised in some 

quarters as to whether the emergence of AI is a threat to the very dignity 

of freedom-loving humans who live by a set of morals that, with the  

help of God, are ensconced in all of us since the beginning of creation. 

    What is artificial intelligence?  A look at the many definitions of AI 

could give one a migraine headache.  Upon researching with my PC I 

decided on the following as the briefest yet most inclusive definition: AI 

is an area of computer science that emphasizes the creation of intelligent 

machines that work and think like humans.  But one cannot converse 

about AI without also mentioning the speed of connection in the world 

of computing including the emergence of the newest generation of 

wireless technology called 5G.  But let us not get carried away with this 

technical jargon but get to what AI can do and the roll that it plays in 

society. 

    Artificial intelligence has the means  to take away much of what we, 

as humans, do to exist.  We work, we play, we eat, we create and invent, 

and live in a sophisticated social order with fellow humans.  With AI 

much of what we now do, including some decision-making, can be done 

for us.  In the world of robotics much of the routine things we do can be 

done with robots.  Even decision-making, as in quality control of 

production, can be done with AI.  The emergence of self-driving cars 

has the capability of making human decisions for us.  Want to order 

something on line and a drone could deliver it to your doorstep.  Want 

to avoid meeting someone on the street and AI could tell you, via facial 

recognition or  other device, where not to be.  There is an endless array 

of decision-making and physical tasks that AI could handle for us.  But 

note that with the advent of AI and 5G we need to ask ourselves how 

much privacy we are willing to give up?  As your chaplain please do not 

get the impression that I am a naysayer when writing about AI.  On the 

contrary there is, without a doubt, much good that can come from using 

AI.  However, let’s look at a few of the dangers of AI when it becomes 

the dominant force in our lives.   

    Consider these two constructs which run counter to our reliance on 

AI: human dignity and freedom of action.  Both of these have a religious 

base.  History tells us that both totalitarianism, e.g. national socialism 

and communism have a common denominator.  Both deny human 

dignity and freedom.  God does not exist in these social/political orders.  

God gives us a brain to make decisions and the freedom to act. 

Totalitarianism and communism do not allow that choice.  The late 

Fulton Oursler, a journalist and writer, once wrote that “In making 

decisions, we must use the brain which God gave us”.  Further, the very 

foundation of our society has a religious base in the Declaration of 

Independence and in our own Constitution.  While AI is good, we 

cannot allow it to be the dominant force that controls our very existence.  

Remember that God is in charge, we are a product of His creation.  As 

Corinthians 3:18 says in part, “all of us, gazing on the Lord’s glory…are 

being transformed into His very image by the Lord who is the spirit”.  

Let us keep AI but not let it dominate our existence as social/spiritual 

beings.    

    My we continue to pray for our deceased and ill Legionnaires and 

their family and friends. 

    Ray McCool.  Post Chaplain  

     When you receive the March bulletin, Phil 

and I will be back home following our 6-7 

week stay in warmer climes in the south, it 

was great, but always happy to be home safe. 

    Like Dorothy from the Wizard of Oz, 

“there is no place like home.” Home is where 

the heart is and where all our friends and 

family are also. Back home is where again we 

will be putting our efforts to serving and 

helping others through the many projects of 

Post and Unit 501. Working together we can 

bring happiness, fullness and contentment to 

others in need or just plain lonely. In our 

minds it is satisfaction that makes us feel 

good by doing God’s work. 

    Remember we have Eyes to see, Ears to 

hear the truth and our mouths where truth and 

peace are spoken, Hands to share what we 

have to give with efforts to help others each 

and every moment, moments which are so 

special in time. Time heals almost everything 

if we have patience. Believe in miracles, as 

they do happen, even though not as we would 

like. Let’s make an effort to get out of our 

comfort zones and do something different. 

God is there to guide us, if we only believe. 

Trust in the Lord. 

    With March comes the change to Daylight 

Savings Time, March 8, more daylight to 

accomplish our many tasks. Don’t waste that 

precious time we are given. Pray for our Irish 

friends as they get their day this month also 

and wish them Happy St. Patrick’s Day.  

    Begin thinking about spring and all it 

brings with freshness, newness and time to 

share with others. 

    I was just notified that Sara Strain is 

presently in a Rehab Center for Rehab 

Therapy. Please keep Sara and others you 

know of that are ill in your prayers. 

    Gracious God, help me worship only 

you. Provide what I need so I may serve 

the world you love.  Thank you for giving 

me daily bread and comfort. Nourish my 

body and spirit so I may serve you.  

Listening God, thank you for knowing our 

needs and never hesitating to answer our 

calls. Amen.  

    Have Peace, Joy and be Safe. 

    Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain 

    608-422-0100  

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain Legion 501 Chaplain 



 

 

Severson-Cairns Post No.501 
American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P .O. BOX 14255 

Madison, WI    53708-0255 

 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 

Legion  - $42.00, mail to:  
American Legion Post 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

SAL - $14.00, mail to: 
Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to: 
American Legion Unit 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14343 
Madison WI  53708-0343 
 

Post location: 
105 Dempsey Road, Madison 
 

Post Phone Number: 
608-244-7716 

Moving? 
Please let us know of your  

address change. Call or email us 

at- post501@wipost501.org  

Return Service Requested 

Post 501’s Monthly Comradeship,  

Cards, Coffee and Donuts Get Together.  

Thursday, March 19th,  9 AM till Noon.  
Everyone is welcome!  

Moving?    Snow Bird?  
Please let us know of your address change. 

Contact the Post at  608-244-7716 or email us  

of the change at post501@wipost501.org  

 

KOSHER DONUTS 

2017, 2018, 2019 
BEST OF MADISON 

GOLD WINNER-BAKERY 
 

1402 REGENT ST. 
608-257-1151 

 
5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD. 

608-416-5544 

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE 

SATURDAY BREAKFASTS 

March 14th 

 7:30 – 11:00 A M 

Post 501 Clubhouse   

105 Dempsey Rd, Madison 

 MEAT RAFFLES  

March 7th & 21st. 

 Starting at 3PM  

Tully’s II on Monona Dr. 

All Proceeds go to Post & Auxiliary 501. 
Drop in to participate & enjoy the fun!   


