608-244-7716

Post Email address
post501@wipost501.org

Visit our Web Page
www.madisonlegionpost501.org
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Special Points of Interest:

4,11, 18, 25 June
East Side Club Brats & Burgers
3-7 PM

5,12, 19 June
Brat & Burgers Drive Thru at Post
10 AM—4 PM, Helpers Needed.

9 June
Post & Unit Meetings
& Installation of New Officers,
7 PM, all members are welcome.

14 June
Flag Day &
Ceremony Post 501 for Wilburt
Leppien Rock Dedication.

15 June
40 & 8 at Post 501 7 PM.

17 June
Post Coffee/card playing, 9— Noon,
Donuts by Greenbush Bakery

24 June
Dane County meeting at Post 501,
7 pm. All members are welcome to
attend.

25 June
Post Executive meeting 9 AM,
Virtual and In Person

2,9, 23, 30 July
East Side Club Brats & Burgers
3-7 PM

3,10, 24 July
Brat & Burgers Drive Thru at Post
10 AM—4 PM, Public Welcome.

7 July
Post Meeting, 7PM
New Date for this month only.

14-18 July
Wisconsin American Legion
Department (State) Convention.
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THE ACTION POST

COMMANDER'S COLUMN

This month’s Brats & Burgers is scheduled to be held on 05 June, 12
June (for the 40&8) and 19 June at Post 501, 105 Dempsey Rd. We will also
be at East Side Club on Monona Drive from 3-7 PM every Friday.

On 14 June 2021 130 PM, we will be having a dedication of Wilburt
Leppien Rock at Post 501, 105 Dempsey Rd. Wilburt Leppien was a 25-year
member and marched in 25 Madison and Monona Memorial Day parades
and 5 Presidential Parades in Washington, DC giving out small American
Flags to the children.

If you are interested in working on the many committees of the Post,
please contact the Post (244-7716). We have programs that need worker
members to run them.

There will be NO Legion baseball team this year due to the virus and
limited time for team to get ready and other reasons. Next, we hope to have
two teams next year unless virus strikes again.

This month the Post Meeting will be on 09 June. Next month the Post
Meeting will be on the first Wednesday, 07 July, of the month not the 2™
Wednesday because of State Convention. (Continued on page 2)

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The weather has gotten nicer and I hope you've been able to spend some
time outside. We met for our regular meeting in May, we draped the charter
for Unit 501 Past President Carol Volk. In addition, we voted for officers for
the next year. Your Unit 501 officers are: President - Rebecca Lovell; Vice
President - Sonja Albright; Historian - Cindy Huemmer; Co-Treasurers
Cindy Huemmer and Sonja Albright; Sergeant -At-Arms Bill
Robbins; Secretary (appointed) Cindy Huemmer; Membership - Betty
Ingwell and Sonja Albright; in addition we will continue to be represented at
the Post Executive Meetings by 2 members (based upon availability): Sonja
Albright, Bill Robbins, Chris Robbins, or Rebecca Lovell. Thank you to
each of you for taking these positions, your leadership is essential to keeping
our Unit running. Our June meeting will be at 7 PM on Wednesday June 9th
and we will be having our installation of officers as well as draping our
charter for Unit 501 Past President Carol Sidwell.

Monday June 14th is Flag Day and we will be re-dedicating a memorial
rock in honor of Bill Leppien 'Uncle Sam'. This rock was moved to Post 501
this summer from its original location at Westgate Mall. Join us at 1:30 for
the dedication celebration and watch Channel 15 news that evening for a
special report. Thank you to the many individuals who assisted in getting the
rock moved to Post 501. (Continued on page 2)
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Commander’s column continued from pg 1-

Thank you to the members that donated to the Post:
Paul Reilly floor project, David Primus.

Post 501 will be having a Brats & Burgers and Garage
sale on 19-21 August 2021 at Post 501, 105 Dempsey
Road from 10-6 pm. If you have some items you want to
donate let us know. Drop off of items is 17-18 August
2021 in mornings. No clothes, electrical/TV are not
accepted. 244-7716.

1** of July; we will be starting with the recruitment of
members for 2022 year. If you could pay in July, it
would SAVE the post and National from sending out
notices. If you wonder why you joined The American
Legion. Come by and we can tell and show what the
Legion does.

Remember, without you the member, there would be
no ACTION POST!!!

Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander

2021-2022 POST ELECTED OFFICERS

Congratulations to the following list of Officers for the
2021-2022 year, duly elected at the May 12" 2021
Regular Post Meeting:

Commander — Thomas Stolarczyk
1* Vice Commander —  Jerry Scalissi
2" Vice Commander —  Jerry Schultz
3" Vice Commander —  Ray McCool
Finance Officer — John Scott
Chaplain — Ray McCool
Asst Chaplain — Darrell Feucht
Historian — Bill Robbins
Judge Advocate — Bud Mautz
Service Officer — open
Sgt. At Arms — Thomas Lachance
Asst. Sgt. At Arms — Romeo Castillo
Adjutant (appointed) —  Keith Lovell
Executive Committee —  Christine Robbins
Bill Robbins
Ken Hanson

Please join us at our June 9th Post Meeting for

Installation of Officers.

Auxiliary President’s Message continued from pg 1-

Every year, Unit 501 gives Post 501 a birthday gift, I
was honored to be able to present their gift at the Post
meeting in May. This year Unit 501 gave Post 501 a
check for $2000.00 to be used for redoing the kitchen
floor. I want to pass on to each of you, the appreciation
that the Post shared with me for this gift.

Thank you to all who responded to the Poppy in your
May bulletin with a donation. It was a successful fund-
raiser again this year only because of each and every one
of you. The money raised will go to veterans here in our
Madison and Dane County community.

Department Convention will be held in Middleton
again this July. Unit 501 will not have the same host du-
ties as in previous years, but we will be having a fund-
raiser basket raffle on Friday and Saturday at the conven-
tion. We could use your assistance in obtaining dona-
tions for this fundraiser. We can use cash to purchase
items for the baskets, we are also accepting items like
gift cards, non-perishable snack items, bottles of wine, or
any other themed items for a basket. Please, new items
only for these raffle baskets. We will be gathering on
Friday June 25th at 11 AM at the Post to assemble bas-
kets. Please contact myself or chairwoman Betty Ing-
well with donation items to be picked up, or drop them
at the Post before the 25th.

On a personal note, Congratulations to my sister,
Christina Lovell and new brother in-law, Paul Newquist
who were married in May. Christina is a Unit 501 mem-
ber and Paul is a S.A.L. member. A true Legion Family.

Wishing you all an amazing summer, I hope to see
you at some of our many 501 Family events.

Peace.
Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President, 608-513-2725

Please Visit
www.madisonlegionpostS01.org

For the latest on Post 501 updates,
event information,
copies of our newsletters
and many great photos.

HISTORY REPORT
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk

June 1, 1938 - First American Legion National High
School Oratorical championship held in Norman, OK.

June 6, 1944 - D-DAY.

June 14 - FLAG DAY.

June 14, 1775 - U.S. Army Birthday.

June 15, 1923 - First Flag Code is drafted during
conference called by The American Legion. Congress
adopted the code in 1942.

June 22, 194 - President Roosevelt signs The GI Bill into
law.

June 23, 1935 - First American Legion Boys State
convenes in Springfield, IL.

June 25, 1950 - Start of Korean War.
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LEGION MEMBERSHIP

As I write this at the end of May, we are still just
seven members short of making our 2021 goal of 291
memberships for 100%. Just Seven! That gives us about
3 weeks to get there before the cutoff for Convention.
We do have some members who have not renewed for
2021 yet and have not responded to our notices. If you
are one, please renew today, we still want and need you.
If you have renewed already, you can also help by asking
a fellow veteran if they would like to join you in the
Legion.

If you have a problem paying your dues because of
financial or health issues please contact me, we can help.
Also, if you have any questions on your membership,
contact Cmdr Tom or myself at the Post, or me at home
at 839-1975.

Starting in July we will start working on the 2022
membership year. You will be seeing a renewal notice by
late June or early July. This will mark the kickoff of the
2022 membership year. Please renew early if you can.

Keith Lovell, Membership Chairman

LEGION STATE CONVENTION

The Wisconsin American Legion and Wisconsin
American Legion Auxiliary will be holding their Depart-
ment (State) Conventions at the Marriott Hotel and Con-
ference Center in Middleton this July 14-18, 2021. Our
Post is helping to host it and can use your support. We
will need help unloading and reloading the Department
vehicles when they move in mid-week and then leaves
on Sunday, some hall setup, stuffing goodie bags, and
with registration. It’s the some thing we’ve done in the
past with some jobs require lifting and some are just sit-
ting. If you could help out a few hours with part of this,
please contact the Post.

Please see President Rebecca’s message for informa-
tion on the Auxiliary needs.

S.A.L. MEMBERSHIP

Our S.A.L. Squadron is at 115% of our membership
goal. I’'m glad to see the Squadron still growing.

We still do have a few S.A.L. members that have not
renewed for 2021 yet. If your membership has lapsed,
please get your renewal in soon. If this applies to you,
please mail your renewal in to the address on the back
page of this newsletter.

Any questions on your membership, contact me at the
Post, or my home at 839-1975.

“Sons of the American Legion” membership is open to
any male descendant of a Legionnaire. Membership
applications are available at the Post or by contacting any
Post officer.

Keith Lovell, S.A.L. Membership Chairman

BLOOD DONERS NEEDED

Did you know that The American Legion is the largest
collective blood-donor to the Red Cross?

The need for blood is constant and only volunteer do-
nors can fulfill that need for patients in our community.
Nationwide, someone needs a unit of blood every 2 to 3
seconds and most of us will need blood in our lifetime.
By giving blood you continue to serve your community
and country. Save a live, give blood.

Thank you for supporting the American Red Cross
and American Legion blood programs!

CELEBRATION OF FREEDOM
September 24 & 25, 2021

The American Legion, Department of Wisconsin is
planning the 3rd Annual “Celebration of Freedom”
event at Legion Headquarters in Portage, 2930 American
Legion Drive.

This is a State-Wide Legion Family community
event that will feature New York’s 9/11 Never Forget
Mobile Exhibit, live entertainment, food and drink, ob-
stacle course and more!

Thursday, September 23, 2021, Join the Legion Fam-
ily, 1st Responders and the community in welcoming the
9/11 Never Forget Mobile Exhibit with an official escort
to HDQ. The Exhibit will be open Friday and Saturday
and features 1100 square feet of 9/11 history. Tours are
given by 9/11 Firefighters who will lead you through the
9/11 attacks and the months and years that followed.

Friday, September 24, 2021

e Museum Tours including school groups

e Blood Drive

e Food and Beverage

e Entertainment by The Hounds and Road Trip

Saturday, September 25, 2021
e Museum Tours

e Family Day

e Food and Beverage

[

Entertainment by local youth band, Alley Katz and
West on 12.

Read the Badger Legionnaire for more information as it
becomes available or visit the Department website at
www.wilegion.org
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Post 501°s Brat & Burgers got off to a cool start this year, but we had a
very successful day as many people stopped by for some great food.

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who comes by to support us by buying a
meal or two and to those who work the events.
These would not be successful with you!

Veterans Crisis Line
1-800-273-8255 PRESS 1

Confidential crisis chat at-
VeteransCrisisLine.net

Or text to 838255

metro=

market

6010 Cottage Grove Road
Madison, WI 53718
Phone : 608-223-0939
www.metromarket.net

BRAT & BURGER
EVENTS

June 5,12 & 19
July 3,10 & 24

10 AM - 4 PM.
All Weather Permitting!

Come join us for Brats,
Hamburgers and Hot Dogs
at our Drive-Thru Service,

105 Dempsey Rd.

Public Welcome.
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* IN MEMORIUM *

Post 501 extends its condolences to the family of;

Richard L. Schaller 21-year member
22 April 2021 Korean War Vet

* *
* *
* *
* *
* May he rest in peace with the thanks of a *
* grateful nation for the services he performed for *
: our Country and the American Legion. :
* *
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UNDERSON

Funeral Home
Crematory

THE GUNDERSON FAMILY SINCE 1922
INDEPENDENT AND FAMILY OWNED

Department of Defense Authorized Provider
in the Military Funeral Honors Program




Legion 501 Chaplain

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain

COMMENTS ON INFRINGEMENT OF CITIZEN’S FIRST
AMENDMENT RIGHTS

Dear Legionnaires,

Within the past year an issue has come up that encroaches upon
the very core of our Constitution. As our American Legion
Preamble states, we associate ourselves to uphold and defend our
Constitution. The issue at stake centers on the First Amendment.
This amendment deals with freedom of speech, the press, and the
right of people to peaceably assemble. This includes citizens right
to practice their religion and to have control over their education.
It is these two benchmarks, religious freedom and control over
education, that I wish to discuss.

In 2018 the New York Education Department issued a set of
rules that empowered local school boards to evaluate and vote on
the right of a private school to continue educating students. While
a Jewish school was a particular target, the rule could apply to any
private school. It was argued that by including religious
instruction, this would take away valuable time to teach basic
education required of all schools, private or public. The rule
would also allow private school teachers to be evaluated by local
school districts. In a word, the state department wanted full
control of a private schools curriculum. The word got out quickly
and, in one case, the New York State Council of Catholic Schools,
informed the State Department of Education that Diocesan
Catholic schools would not participate in any reviews carried out
by local public school officials. In one Supreme Court case, Pierce
v. Society of Jesus (1925) the state of Oregon could not force all
students to attend public schools. The Court ruled ”A child is not
the creature of the state; those who nurture him...have the right to
recognize and prepare him for additional obligations”.

The other issue coming out of New York concerns how much
control can a state place over houses of worship. With Covid 19,
beginning in early 2020, the state tried to set up physical zones in
a city that would determine how many people could be in a
church. A city zone high in Covid 19 hot spots only would allow
a small number of worshipers, as few as ten or twenty, to go to
their church regardless of the size of the church building. The
Supreme Court, in a 5-4 ruling, struck down in writing saying that
those kinds of restrictions strike at the very heart of the First
Amendment guaranty of religious liberty. In short, we see
protection of the free exercise of religion.

In summary, what I’'m suggesting is that we as Legionnaires
should be watchful that the infringement upon the First
Amendment rights of our citizens is not trampled upon by those
who are our representatives in our democracy. Perhaps Thomas
Jefferson said it best when he wrote “The will of the people is the
only legitimate foundation of any government and to protect its
free expression should be our first object”.

May we continue to pray for our deceased and ill Legionnaires
and their families and friends.
Ray McCool, Post Chaplain

Our Lord and Special Savior, we come to
you for guidance in our commitment to our
American Legion Post and Unit. With many
changes going on we need to move forward
with our projects and our leadership. We need
to look for and listen to what our Legion and
Auxiliary members are saying. Lord, we need
to communicate with each other with guidance,
trust and positive thinking to get creative in our
thinking and also have fun doing it.

Elsewhere in the bulletin, is a request for
monetary and basket items for our Unit Basket
Raffle at the State Convention in July at the
Marriott Hotel in Middleton. We will fill the
baskets on June 25. Legion members, Bill and
Chris Robbins, also Unit members, are very
active with us. We look forward to their help
and guidance in our many programs and
projects.

Our sympathies go out to the families of Past
Unit President Carole Volk and Past Unit
President Carol Sidwell who both passed away
in May.

God Bless our new slate of Unit Officers for
the year 2021-2022 who will be installed on
June 9. We need them and all our Post and
Unit members to make 2021-2022 another
successful year serving Veterans. We hope to
see many of you at the State Convention in
July and offering to help us with the basket
raffle. We also want to all support Keith
Lovell, who is a candidate for Wisconsin
Department Vice Commander. This
opportunity is open to all Veterans to support
Keith. There is competition, so all support will
be helpful.

Thanks be to you, our Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits which you have given us,
for all the pains and insults which you have
borne for us. Most merciful Redeemer,
Friend and Brother, may we know you more
clearly, love you more dearly, and follow
you more nearly, day by day. Amen.

Lord, Jesus, today is your day, and we want
Your Will to be done. So, whatever happens,
hold my hand Jesus. Amen

Have Faith, Joy, Love and Peace in our hearts
no matter what happens in life.

Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain

608-422-0100




MEMBERSHIP DUES

Legion -$42.00, mail to:
American Legion Post 501
Membership Chairman
P.O. Box 14255

Madison WI 53708-0255

SAL - $14.00, mail to:

Sons of the American Legion
P.O. Box 14255

Madison W1 53708-0255

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to:
American Legion Unit 501
Membership Chairman
P.O. Box 14343

Madison W1 53708-0343

Post location:
105 Dempsey Road, Madison

Post Phone Number:
608-244-7716
Moving?
Please let us know of your
address change. Call or email us
at- post501@wipost501.org

Severson-Cairns Post No.501
American Legion
American Legion Auxiliary

Sons of the American Legion
P .0. BOX 14255
Madison, WI  53708-0255

Return Service Requested

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE

2017, 2018, 2019, 2020
BEST OF MADISON
GOLD WINNER-BAKERY

1402 REGENT ST.
608-257-1151

BAKERY

KOSHER DONUTS

5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD.

608-416-5544

Post 501°s Monthly Cards,
Comradeship, Coffee and Donuts

Thursday, June 17th

9 AM till Noon.
Donuts by Greenbush Bakery.

All members, veterans and Active/Reserve/National
Guard service personnel are invited to stop by, if only
for a few minutes just to say "HI !".

We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Bradley M Stepp
Financial Advisor
5950 Seminole Centre Ct
Suite 100

Fitchburg, WI 53711
608-270-9064

www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Member SIPC

Sorry, but due to the COVID-19 virus
the SATURDAY BREAKFASTS are
cancelled for June, July & August 2021.

Please Visit
www.madisonlegionpostS01.org
for the latest Post event updates.

Moving? Snow Bird?
Please let us know of your address change.
Contact the Post at 608-244-7716 or email us
of the change at post501@wipost501.org




