
 

 

Special Points of  Interest: 
 

2 July 

Brat & Burgers at the East Side Club,  
4-7 PM. 

 

3 July 

Brat & Burgers Drive Thru at Post 
10 AM – 2 PM, Helpers Needed. 

 

3 July 

Brat & Burgers at the East Side Club,  

4-9 PM. Then watch fireworks. 
 

4 July 

*** Independence Day *** 
 

7 July  
Post Meetings,  

105 Dempsey Rd  at 7 PM.  
 

9 July 

Brat & Burgers at the East Side Club,  
4-7 PM. 

 

10 July 

Brat & Burgers Drive Thru at Post 
10 AM – 4 PM. 

 

14-18 July 

Wisconsin American Legion 
Department (State) Convention. 

Madison Marriott Convention Center. 
 

23 July 

Brat & Burgers at the East Side Club,  

4-7 PM. 
 

24 July 

Brat & Burgers Drive Thru at Post, 
105 Dempsey Rd  

10AM-4PM, HELP NEEDED. 
 

30 July 

Brat & Burgers at the East Side Club,  

4-7 PM. 
 

30 July 
Post Executive * House Committee  

Meeting, 9AM 
 

Please see Page 3 for August  
Events. 

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

    The monthly Brats & Burgers again will be held from 10 am to 4 pm on 03 

July 2021, 10 July and 24 July at Post 501.  Then 07 August, 14 August and 

28 August at Post 501. Then on 04 and 11 September 2021. Please come out 

and get a Brat.  

    Post Brats & Burgers at Post 501 were really good. I want to thank Phil 

Ingwell, Becky and Keith Lovell, Jerry Schultz, John Scott, Chris Robbins, 

Bill Robbins, John Luttig, Jerry Scalissi, Thomas LaChance and Rich Ruland 

for your superb work to make it a success. 

    The 44 School awards to the 11 Middle Schools in Madison were sent to 

the students. If you want to help contact the post as this is great way to see 

the youth of the future. 

    When filling out your WILL, please remember The American Legion and 

Post 501 for any contributions. We will accept cars, boats, almost anything 

as your contribution to Post 501 as we are a non-profit tax-deductible 

organization. Call the Post for details, 244-7716. 

    If you have not attended a convention, Post 501 will be holding The 

American Legion convention in Madison in 2021. Help will be needed for 

this event.                  (Continued on page 2) 

    Let me start by wishing you a safe and happy Independence Day.  July 3rd 

there will be fireworks at Breeze Stevens Field and Post 501 will be offering 

Brats and Burgers at The East Side Club Tiki Bar to view the fireworks 

across the lake.  Come on out and support 501 in one of their many 

fundraisers of the summer.  When we met in June, we ate a meal, draped our 

Unit Charter in honor of Unit 501 Past President Carol Sidwell, then Dane 

County President Karen Runk installed our officers for the 2021-2022 year.    

    Thank you to the many Unit and Post members as well as all the family 

who attended and participated in our rededication of the William  'Uncle 

Sam' Lippien Memorial rock on Flag Day.  NBC 15 came out and recorded 

the event and will be airing the story sometime around July 4th.  It is so nice 

to have the memorial home at 501.   

    We have had a successful Poppy drive so far this year.  Thank you to 

Sandy Lovell and Linda Scalissi who distributed Poppies at the Memorial 

Day Brats & Burgers event at the Tiki Bar.  Thank you to Ed Burke who 

started distributing Poppies in June and continues to do so, thank you Ed, we 

are grateful for your assistance in distributing them.     (Continued on page 2) 

Visit our Web Page 
www.madisonlegionpost501.org 

President’s Message 

Post Email address 
post501@wipost501.org 

American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 

Madison, WI  53708-0255 

608-244-7716 

THE ACTION POST 

 Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

July 2021 

August 2021 



 

 

Page 2 501 – The Action Post 

Commander’s column continued from pg 1- 
 

    I ask all legionnaires of Post 501, that your Post needs 

your help and if you could stop by the post for a post 

event or volunteer some time, it would be really 

appreciated. As the CDR of Post 501, the volunteers that 

work here need a break, help is needed financially or any 

kind of work/help you could provide would be great!!! 

    Please send in your renewal notice that will be in the 

mail soon. We have lost members (deaths) in the past 

year. We need members to keep the Post going and 

supporting the Legion programs/community relations. 

The new recruiting year starts in July 2021 for the year 

2022. Online membership renewal: www.legion.org.  

    Do you know a loved one or someone who is deployed 

at this time from the Madison area? I would like to 

contact them and see if they could join The American 

Legion and Post 501. 

    The Garage Sale and Brats & Burgers will be held on 

19-21 August 2021. Drop off 16-18 August in mornings. 

If you have items you can donate, please do so.  

    The ROTC Awards were given to the UW ROTC 

office for the Air Force students that we sponsor. 

    Did you know that 22 Veterans a day are lost? Check 

www.wilegion.org for more details.  

    VETERANS CRISIS HELPLINE: 1-800-273-8255, 

press 1 OR TEXT 838255. 

    I want to thank the following for their donation to Post 

501: Bert Anderson to kitchen floor fund, Unit 501 

Auxiliary for Floor fund. 

    The East Side Club on Monona Drive is where Post 

501 Brats & Burgers will be held every Friday night from 

4-7 PM. Stop by and get a Brat. 

    I want to thank the 16 members of the Post that worked 

the Memorial Day event at East Side Club, it was hot and 

busy and the Post got a lot of recognition from the crowd.  

    Next newsletter in September. Enjoy the summer. God 

Bless the USA and you!!!!!! 
 

    Remember that without you “the member” there will 

not be an “ACTION POST”.  

      Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander 

 Auxiliary  President’s Message continued from pg 1- 
 

 

     July 15-18 is Department Convention at the 

Marriott in Middleton.  If anyone wants to attend the 

convention (even just part), or volunteer with Basket 

raffles, our Unit has approved paying for the 

registration of any Auxiliary member attending from 

501, hoping we may get additional members to attend 

and learn more about the Auxiliary.  I am honored to 

say that my father, Keith Lovell, is running for The 

American Legion Department Vice Commander and 

the voting will be on Saturday.  Good Luck Dad, I 

have watched you work hard for many years, I am 

very proud of you! If you are at convention on Friday, 

please join us at his hospitality room.  Thank you to 

his campaign manager Jerry Schulz for everything!   

     There will be a memorial service for Unit 501 Past 

President Carol Sidwell on Sunday August 15th from  

1-4 PM at the Post.   

    Unit 501 Auxiliary does not meet in July or August 

due to conventions.  Our next meeting will be on 

Saturday September 11th at 10:00 AM. 

    You will see listed elsewhere in this newsletter 

many events that Post 501 is hosting.  I hope you are 

able to stop out and say hi, as it supports our 

community.  If you have any time to volunteer for an 

event, even just 2-4 hours once, we can always use 

more help.  Contact the Post at 244-7716 and talk to 

Commander Tom about opportunities available this 

summer surrounding food events or the garage sale 

and call Betty to discuss options to volunteer at 

convention. 
    

    Peace. 

    Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President   

GARAGE SALE  

Thurs-Saturday, August 19-21 
10 AM - 4 PM Daily 

And 

BRAT & BURGERS  
Thursday 10AM - 4 PM,  Walk-up Service 

Friday 10AM - 2 PM,  Walk-up Service 

Saturday 10AM - 4 PM,  Drive-up Service 

 Both At  POST 501 

105 DEMPSY ROAD, MADISON 
 

We are looking for all kinds of stuff as donations for 

this fundraiser. If you have some items you’d like to 

part with, please bring them over and drop them off 

the mornings of August 16th, 17th or 18th (M-W).    

(Please no clothing, old TVs or electrical.) 

 

Please Visit  
 

www.madisonlegionpost501.org  
 

For the latest on Post 501 updates,  

event information, 

copies of our newsletters  

and many great photos. 

http://www.legion.org
http://www.wilegion.org


 

 

LEGION MEMBERSHIP   

   We are at 97.5% of our 2021 membership goal. Thank 

you all who renewed your membership or who joined our 

Post to make this possible, Great job all!!  

   That being said, we do still have a handful of members 

who have not renewed for 2021 yet and we still want and 

need you. If you have not renewed for 2021, please send 

in your dues today.  

   July marks the start of the new membership year for 

2022. We have the 2022 cards and National renewal 

notices are in the mail. The goal is to have everyone 

renewed by the end of the calendar year. Believe or not, 

we get about 50% of our renewals in July and August. 

The other 50% take the other 10 months. So be an “Early 

Bird” and get your 2022 dues in as soon as you get your 

notice. 

   If you have a problem paying your dues because of 

financial or health issues, please contact me, we can help. 

If you have any questions on your membership, contact 

me at the Post or my home 839-1975.  
  

 Keith Lovell, Membership Chairman  

HISTORY REPORT 
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk 

 

9 July 1954 - The American Legion Child Welfare  

          Foundation is formed. 

17 July 1925 - The American Legion baseball program  

          is created. 

02 August 1990 - Invasion of Kuwait Desert Shield. 

07 August  - Purple Heart Day. 

14 August 1945 -Victory over Japan Day. 

02 Sept 1945 - Japan Surrenders. 

21 Sept  - POW/MIA Day. 

Page 3 501 – The Action Post 

S.A.L. MEMBERSHIP 
    Congratulations' to our Squadron Commander Jerry 

Schultz. He is going to plan some fun events for us this 

next year. Also if you have time, join us at one a Brat & 

Burger events and enjoy a good meal or even volunteer to 

help.  

    We start our 2022 membership year in July and I will 

be sending out notices soon. You can mail them in now or 

drop your $14 renewal dues off to the Post.      

   “Sons of the American Legion” membership is open to 

any male descendant of a Legionnaire. Membership 

applications are available at the Post or by contacting any 

Post officer. 

    Hope you all have a great summer.  
  

    Keith Lovell, S.A.L. Membership Chairman   

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk 

 

02 July - Brats & Burgers East Side Club, 4-7 PM. 

03 July - Post Brats & Burgers from 10 am to 2 pm. 

   This is Post 501 fundraiser, come out and Support  

   your Post. 

03 July - Brats & Burgers East Side Club, 4-9 PM. 

07 July - Post Meeting 105 Dempsey Rd at 7 PM. 

09 July - Brats & Burgers East Side Club, 4-7 PM. 

10 July - Post Brats & Burgers 10-4 PM. 

14-18 July - State Convention Madison. 

23 July - Brats & Burgers East Side Club, 4-7 PM. 

24 July - Post 501 Brats & Burgers 105 Dempsey Rd, 

   10-4 PM, help needed. 

30 July - Brats & Burgers East Side Club, 4-9 PM. 

30 July - Post Executive house meeting 9 AM. 
—————————————————————————- 

06 August - Brats & Burgers East Side Club, 4-7 PM, 

07 August - Post Brats & Burgers from 10 am to 4pm. 

   This is Post 501 fundraiser, come out and Support  

   your Post. 

11 August - Post meeting 105 Dempsey Rd at 7 pm. 

13 August - Brats & Burgers East Side Club, 4-7 PM. 

14 August - Post Brats & Burgers 10-4 pm. 

16-18 August - Mornings, donate garage sale stuff.  

19-21 August - Garage Sale and Brats & Burgers,  

   105 Dempsey Rd, 10-4 PM. See Ad on page 2. 

19 August - CANCELED - Cards & Coffee. 

20 August - Brats & Burgers East Side Club, 4-7 PM. 

27 August - Post Executive meeting 9 am,  

   105 Dempsey Rd.  

27 August - Brats & Burgers East Side Club, 4-7 PM. 

28 August - Post Brats & Burgers, 10-4 PM. 
—————————————————————————- 

03 Sept - Brats East Side 4-7 PM. 

04 Sept - Post Brats & Burgers 10-4 PM. 

Veterans Crisis Line 
 

1-800-273-8255  PRESS 1 
 

Confidential crisis chat at-  

VeteransCrisisLine.net 
 

Or text to 838255 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gunderson Family since 1922 

Independent and Family Owned 

Department of Defense Authorized Provider 
in the Military Funeral Honors Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6010 Cottage Grove Road 

Madison, WI 53718 

Phone : 608-223-0939 

www.metromarket.net 
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IN MEMORIUM 
Post 501 extends its condolences  

to the family of; 
 

Victor Wayland   21 yr. member 

2 January 2021,    WWII Vet  
 

May he rest in peace with the thanks of a  

grateful nation for the services he performed for  

our Country and the American Legion. 

** BRAT & BURGER EVENTS **  
 

 

 

 

 

July 3,  10 AM - 2 PM. 

July 10 & 24,  10 AM - 4 PM. 

August 7, 14 & 28,   10 AM - 4 PM. 
  

All Weather Permitting! 
 

Come join us for Brats, Hamburgers and  

Hot Dogs at our Drive-Thru Service,  

105 Dempsey Rd. 
 

——————————————————————————— 

July 3,  4PM - 9 PM,   

We are selling Brats & Burgers at the East 

Side Club. Come join us, Public Welcome.  

Then watch the FIREWORKS  

across the lake. 

CELEBRATION OF FREEDOM 
Coming September 24 & 25, 2021 

   

   The American Legion, Department of Wisconsin is 

planning the 3rd Annual “Celebration of Freedom” 

event at Legion Headquarters in Portage, 2930 American 

Legion Drive.  
     

    This is a State-Wide Legion Family community 

event that will feature New York’s 9/11 Never Forget 

Mobile Exhibit, live entertainment, food and drink, ob-

stacle course and more! 
 

Thursday, September 23, 2021, Join the Legion Fam-

ily, 1st Responders and the community in welcoming the 

9/11 Never Forget Mobile Exhibit with an official escort 

to HDQ. The Exhibit will be open Friday and Saturday 

and features 1100 square feet of 9/11 history. Tours are 

given by 9/11 Firefighters who will lead you through the 

9/11 attacks and the months and years that followed. 
 

Friday, September 24, 2021 

 Museum Tours including school groups  

 Blood Drive 

 Food and Beverage 

 Entertainment by The Hounds and Road Trip 
 

Saturday, September 25, 2021 

 Museum Tours  

 Family Day 

 Food and Beverage 

 Entertainment by local youth band, Alley Katz and 

West on 12. 
 

Read the Badger Legionnaire for more information as it 

becomes available or visit the Department website at 

www.wilegion.org  



PATRIOTISM:  ARE WE LOSING IT?  
Dear Legionnaires,     

     A good friend of mine, the late Jack Thurber, and I 

would often have coffee at one of the cafes in town.  Some 

of you may have known him.  He was a WW II B-24 pilot 

who flew missions in the Pacific Theater.  One day, during 

our morning coffee a pair of Air Force jets from Truax 

Field flew over and Jack said “ Ray, that’s the sound of 

freedom”. I never forgot that.  As we celebrate 

Independence Day this  year it bought home to me the idea  

of patriotism and what it means to be an American. 

    It seems to me that patriotism has something to do with 

our national inheritance.  Our values, our ideals, are 

intertwined with our national traditions and institutions.  

They did not just pop up in a short period of time. Our 

values came from our people and have passed from 

generation to generation.  They go back to our founding 

documents and beyond.  The right of free speech, of the 

free practicing of our religion, the pursuit of happiness and 

representative democracy have been ingrained in us and 

are a part of our identity.  Patriotism, as I see it, is the love 

of this national inheritance.  Having said this, do you see a 

declining fervor in patriotism as I describe it?  Here are a 

few signs that may hold a clue of what may be 

contributing factors in  the decline of the patriotic spirit: 

  1-  There appears to be a general lack at all levels of   

education in the teaching of civics, American history, and 

in the understanding of our cultural roots.  

  2-  There also seems to be a declining interest in 

performing public service including duty in the military. 

It is important to note that when we serve others including 

public service, we become stakeholders in our country.  

What, then, could we do to reclaim this sliding interest in 

patriotism?   

    Recently a book was published entitled Reclaiming 

Patriotismby Emitai Etioni.  He suggests that one way to 

build up a sense of national community, of patriotism, is to 

advocate for a year of national service.  This could be a 

stint in the military or a service project, perhaps something 

like the CCC of the 1930s.  I would submit that our 

educational system, at all levels, reinforce the study of 

American history. Include both the good things and the 

bad as well to help identify our strengths and our 

weaknesses which we continue to correct. It should also 

include a strong dose of civics.  We must not ignore where 

we came from and how we evolved into a nation of which 

we can be proud.  Perhaps the poet and novelist Richard 

Aldington (1892-1962) proclaimed it best when he wrote 

“Patriotism is a lively sense of collective responsibility”.  

Let’s all try to be good patriots! 
 

    May we continue to pray for our ill and deceased 

Legionnaires and their families and friends. 

    Ray McCool.  Post Chaplain  

    Bless  us  O’Heavenly Father,  as  we celebrate  our 

planet and the earth each month. We are all privileged to 

be able to help keep everything on our planet clean and 

safe  for  everyone  and  future  generations.  Bless  us 

O’Lord as we renew our faith in you. It was good and is 

still good. God is telling us it is not too late to make 

changes to assure the future filled with hope. We are in 

urgent times and need to keep our faith in God for all 

time. God blesses us everyday as we awake to face the 

new day with new challenges and opportunities to serve. 

    We  will  be  doing  a  basket  raffle  at  the  State 

Convention in July at the Marriott Hotel in Middleton. 

We will need some help from our members with selling 

tickets and taking care of the raffle during the day at the 

convention. Please call me if you can give some time, no 

matter how little or how much. All donations, money or 

other items are appreciated. It will all help and the profits 

will allow our Unit 501 to provide even more service to 

Veterans. 

    Best  wishes to Bill  Robbins as he has 2 cataract 

surgeries in July. As a reminder there will be a Memorial 

Service for Carol Sidwell, past Unit 501 President, on 

August 15 at the Legion Post, 1:00 – 4:00 pm, with her 

family. Please join us and share your memories of Carol. 

    On June 14, Flag Day, a ceremony was held at the 

Post  rededication  of  a  rock  and  plaque for  Wilbert 

Leppien, better known to thousands for portraying Uncle 

Sam.  He  played  the  role  so  well  including  in  5 

Presidential  Inauguration  parades.  The  “American’s 

Creed-I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to 

love it; to support its constitution; to obey its laws; to 

respect its flag; and to defend it against all enemies”. Bill 

Leppien, aka Uncle Sam, lived by those words and 

portrayed  the  image  for  years.  Bill  was  a  25-year 

member of Post 501 and served as Post Commander. He 

was an uncle to Unit members Eileen Hardy and Betty 

Meyer. 

    Thanks to all who held office for 2020-2021 and other 

positions for the Unit. The Unit couldn’t exist without 

your help and guidance.   
 

    God,  help  us  to  appreciate  each  of  our  days, 

beginning to end. Inspire us in faith to do small things 

with  great  love.  Spirit  of  God,  inspire  me  to 

generously give as I am able and to graciously receive 

as I need. May my life be a witness to faith and 

encouragement for others.  In the name of  Jesus, 

Amen. 
 

    Have Faith, Joy, Love and Peace in our hearts no 

matter what happens in life. 

    Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain  608-422-0100  

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain Legion 501 Chaplain 



 

 

Severson-Cairns Post No.501 
American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P .O. BOX 14255 

Madison, WI    53708-0255 

 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 

Legion  - $42.00, mail to:  
American Legion Post 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

SAL - $14.00, mail to: 
Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to: 
American Legion Unit 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14343 
Madison WI  53708-0343 
 

Post location: 
105 Dempsey Road, Madison 
 

Post Phone Number: 
608-244-7716 

Moving? 
Please let us know of your  

address change. Call or email us 

at- post501@wipost501.org  

Return Service Requested 

Moving?    Snow Bird?  
Please let us know of your address change. 

Contact the Post at  608-244-7716 or email us  

of the change at post501@wipost501.org  

 

KOSHER DONUTS 

2017, 2018, 2019 
BEST OF MADISON 

GOLD WINNER-BAKERY 
 

1402 REGENT ST. 
608-257-1151 

 
5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD. 

608-416-5544 

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE 

Post 501’s Monthly Cards,  

Comradeship, Coffee and Donuts 
 

Cancelled for July and August 

because of scheduling conflicts with  

the Department Convention in July  

and our Garage Sale in August. 
 

Should be back in September.  

Sorry, the SATURDAY BREAKFASTS 

are cancelled for  

June, July & August 2021. 

Please Visit  

www.madisonlegionpost501.org  
for the latest Post event updates. 


