
 

 

Special Points of  Interest: 
 

Many of the following events are 
listed as Tentative. Please check 

your email or our webpage or 
call us for updates. 

 

Also, see Page 4 for a full listing  
of events scheduled for  

July and August.  
 

3 July -  Tentative 
Brat Fest at Metro Market,  
10A-3PM, HELP NEEDED 

 

3 July 
Brat Fest East Side Club, 4-7 PM. 

 

4 of July 
Brat Fest East Side Club, Noon-7 PM. 

 

8 July -  Tentative 
Post Meetings, 7 PM, 
Install New Officers.  

All members welcome. 
 

10 July 
Brat Fest East Side Club, 4-7 PM. 

 

11 July  
Post Breakfast   *Cancelled* 

 

11 July 
Brat Fest Drive Thru at Post 501, 

105 Dempsey Rd  
10AM-4PM, HELP NEEDED. 

 

16 July -  Tentative 
Post Cards & Coffee, 9AM– Noon,  

Donuts by Greenbush Bakery. 
 

25July -  Tentative 
40/8 Brat Fest at Metro Market,  
10AM-3PM, HELP NEEDED. 

 

31 July 
Post Executive Cmty Meeting, 9AM 

 

Please see Page 4 for August  
Events. 

 

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

    The monthly Brat Fest again will be held TENTATIVELY at METRO 

MARKET 6010 Cottage Grove Road from 10 am to 3 pm on 03 July 2020 

and then 01 August and also on 05 September 2020. Please come out and get 

a Brat and do your shopping at Metro Market.  

    Post Brat Fest at Post 501 was on 13 June and 27 June and were real good 

days. I want to thank Phil, Becky and Keith Lovell, Jerry Schultz, John Scott, 

Chris Robbins and Carol Sidwell for your superb work to make it a success. 

    The 44 School awards to the 11 Middle Schools in Madison were sent to 

the students. If you want to help contact the post as this is great way to see 

the youth of the future. 

    The last Post Breakfast was canceled and the July and August is also 

canceled. Still looking for help in the kitchen, if you could help it would be 

great. If you help once a month for breakfast it would help as I need 4-5 

people in the kitchen.  

    When filling out your WILL, please remember The American Legion and 

Post 501 for any contributions. We will accept cars, boats, almost anything 

as your contribution to Post 501 as we are a non-profit tax-deductible 

organization. Call the Post for details, 244-7716.      (Continued on page 2) 

     We held a small meeting 6/8//2020, we elected new officers for the next 

year.  Your Unit 501 Elected Officers will be: President – Rebecca; Vice 

President – Sonja; Chaplin: Betty; Historian – Cindy; Sgt. At Arms – 

Nichole; Treasurer: Sonja; and Ellie accepted one more year as 

secretary.  Thank you to those who have taken a position to keep our unit 

serving veterans and our community.  We will be doing Officer Installation 

at a picnic in September, more details to follow.  We will not be meeting in 

July or August and our next scheduled meeting will be on September 9th at 7 

PM.  In addition to voting our officers for the next year, there were a few 

other items we discussed such as, thanking Ellie for your many years of 

serving as our membership chairperson, Carol will be our new membership 

chairperson, thank you for taking on that role Carol; it was decided that with 

COVID-19 we will not be continuing the meat raffle at Tully’s even once 

they are running again for the safety of all our volunteers; and lastly, we 

presented The American Legion Post 501 with a $1000 check for their yearly 

birthday gift, we are happy to support them! 

    I hope you are able to grab a brat at one of our     (Continued on page 2) 

Visit our Web Page 
www.madisonlegionpost501.org 

President’s Message 

Post Email address 
post501@wipost501.org 

American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 

Madison, WI  53708-0255 
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Commander’s column continued from pg 1- 
 

    The Wisconsin American Legion State Convention was 

canceled.  If you have not attended a convention, Post 501 

will be holding The American Legion Convention in 

Madison in 2021. Help will be needed for this event.  

    I ask all legionnaires of Post 501, that you’re Post 

needs your help and if you could stop by the post for a 

post event or volunteer some time, it would be really 

appreciated. As the CDR of Post 501, the volunteers that 

work here need a break, help is needed financially or any 

kind of work/help you could provide would be great!!! 

    Please send in your renewal notice that will be in the 

mail soon. We have lost members (deaths) in the past 

year. We need members to keep the Post going and 

supporting the Legion programs/community relations. 

The new recruiting year starts in July 2020 for the year 

2021. Online membership renewal: www.legion.org. 

LEGIONNAIRES: This is the first time in the last 3 years 

that the Post has not been 100% in membership.  What 

ever happened to taking care of fellow Veterans, your 

membership helps to support Veterans. You can still 

renew your membership for 2020 year. 

    Do you know a loved one or someone who is deployed 

at this time from the Madison area? I would like to 

contact them and see if they could join The American 

Legion and Post 501. 

    The garage and brat fest will be held on 28-29 August 

2020. Drop off 26-27 August in mornings If you have 

items to donate, please do so.   

    The ROTC Awards were given to the UW ROTC 

office for the Air Force students that we sponsor. 

    The kitchen work is all done (ceiling, painting and LED 

lights). Thanks to Keith Lovell, John Scott, Jerry Schultz 

and Richard Ruland. We will be doing a fundraiser and 

donations will be accepted for the floor in the spring. If 

you can donate, please do so.   

    Post Brat Fest at Post 501 will be held on the following 

dates 11 July, 08 August, 28-29 August. If we get 

additional Brat Fest dates, email will be sent out. 

    Did you know that 22 Veterans a day are lost? The new 

program of ENGAGE 22 VIRTUAL RUNS is on 17 July 

2020 for the walk, run, bike ride. Check 

www.wilegion.org for more details.  

    VETERANS CRISIS HELPLINE: 1-800-273-8255, 

press 1 OR TEXT 838255. 

    RICHARD BRESETTE, The Post 501 SGT of Arms 

passed away on 12 June 2020. Rick was very proud to be 

a PUFL Legion member and gave many donations to the 

Post. His kindness will be missed by Post 501 and 

Auxiliary members. I am looking for someone to step up 

and be the next SGT of  Arms. This is not a hard job,   —

 Auxiliary  President’s Message continued from pg 1- 
 

upcoming brat fests.  Please see Commander Tom’s 

article for dates/times/locations.  The monthly breakfast 

at Post 501 has been cancelled in July and 

August.  There will be a garage sale at the Post on 

August 28-29th with drop off of items to sell beginning 

the morning of August 26th.                                      

    With COVID-19 things may change with little or no 

notice, please call the Post, check our Facebook page, or 

visit our website to verify events.  Have a safe and 

happy summer, I hope to see you at one of the many 

various legion family events.  
 

    Peace. 

    Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President  608-513-2725 

it is only as hard as you make it. I will show you, so vol-

unteer!!! 

   I want to thank the following for their donation to Post 

501: Ken Hanson and John Fadness to kitchen floor fund, 

Unit 501 Auxiliary for general fund. 

    The Post Executive Committee has voted and Post 

General meeting agreed/voted that all officers of Post 501 

will stay in place for the next year. The need for the elec-

tion is not needed. 

    The East Side Club on Monona Drive is where Post 

501 Brat Fest will be held every Friday night from 4-7 

PM. Stop by and get a Brat. 
 

    Remember that without you “the member” there will 

not be an “ACTION POST”.  

    Next newsletter will be in September. Enjoy the Sum-

mer. God Bless the USA and you!!!!!! 
   

    Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander 

GARAGE SALE AND BRAT FEST 
 

AUGUST 28 & 29 
 

10 AM—6 PM DAILY 
 

AT POST 501 

105 DEMPSY ROAD, MADISON 
 

We are looking for all kinds of stuff as donations for 

this fundraiser. If you have some items you’d like to 

part with, please bring them over and drop them off the 

mornings of August 26th or 27th.    

(Please no clothing, old TVs or electrical.) 
 

Then come back on the 28th & 29th, have a Brat and 

see the great deals and what you can live without. 

http://www.legion.org
http://www.wilegion.org


 

 

LEGION MEMBERSHIP   

   We are at 95.2% of our 2020 membership goal. Thank 

you all who renewed your membership or who joined 

our Post to make this possible, Great job all!!  

   That being said, we do still have a handful of members 

who have not renewed for 2020 yet and we still want and 

need you. If you have not renewed for 2020, please send 

in your dues today.  

   July marks the start of the new membership year for 

2021. We have the 2021 cards and National renewal 

notices are in the mail. The goal is to have everyone 

renewed by the end of the calendar year. Believe or not, 

we get about 50% of our renewals in July and August. 

The other 50% take the other 10 month. So be an “Early 

Bird” and get your 2021 dues in as soon as you get your 

notice. 

   If you have a problem paying your dues because of 

financial or health issues, please contact me, we can 

help. If you have any questions on your membership, 

contact me at the Post or my home 839-1975.  
  

 Keith Lovell, Membership Chairman  

SERVICE OFFICER REPORT 
Fellow Legionnaires- 

    Happy 4th of July and greetings from the desk of your 

Post Service Officer. The month of June went by fast. 

We have passed the motion to leave our current officers 

in place for another year. As we accept and face the chal-

lenge, we are looking to impress upon you to actively 

recruit new members. We also ask all our post members 

to be careful this holiday and hope all will reflect on our 

American freedoms.  

    Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs sent out an 

email this week to recognize PTSD Awareness Month in 

June. The efforts generated at Outpost 422 seek to sup-

port the Zero Veteran Suicide Initiative by opening por-

tals of hope at www.outpost422.com that is a free service 

and my academic progress moving forward at UW 

Whitewater.  Outpost 422 encourages all Legionnaires to 

download the PTSD Coach App on your smart phone to 

have at the ready for anyone in crisis.  

    Thank you for supporting the Madison College VA       

VITAL transitional program. As a Service Officer who 

used this program, I can definitely say it saved my life. 

The Wisconsin G.I. Bill is a lifesaving tool as well. You 

are never too old to learn and try to pursue your aca-

demic dreams as an honorably discharged veteran. 
 

    Sincerely, 

    Bradley Burt, Service Officer 

HISTORY REPORT 
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk 

 

9 July 1954 - The American Legion Child Welfare  

          Foundation is formed. 

17 July 1925 - The American Legion baseball program  

          is created. 

02 August 1990 - Invasion of Kuwait Desert Shield. 

07 August  - Purple Heart Day. 

14 August 1945 -Victory over Japan Day. 

02 Sept 1945 - Japan Surrenders. 

21 Sept  - POW/MIA Day. 

ENGAGE22  SUICIDE AWARENESS 

WALK/RUN 
    The Wisconsin American Legion is hosting Engage22 

Suicide Awareness virtual Walk/Run starting on Fri-

day July 17th, 2020. Please visit the Departments Web-

site at www.wilegion.org to learn how you can help to 

bring awareness to the 22 veterans per day that take their 

own lives and bring it to an end. Whether you walk, run, 

ride a bike, or just choose to donate, you can support this 

worthy effort and help make a difference in someone's 

life.  

Visit www.madisonlegionpost501.org for Post event updates. 

Page 3 501 – The Action Post 

CONGRATULATION WINNERS 
 

June Meeting 50/50 —   Bradley Burt  
 

No June Breakfast 
 

  These drawings are meant to encourage attendance at 

our Breakfast and Post Meetings as well as to give 

something back to those in attendance making 

participation more fun. 

S.A.L. MEMBERSHIP 
      Hope you all will have a great summer. If you have 

time, join us at one of the brat fests  and enjoy a good 

meal or even volunteer to help. We start our 2021 

membership year in July and I will be sending out 

notices soon. You can mail them in now or drop your 

$14 renewal dues off to the Post.      

   “Sons of the American Legion” membership is open to 

any male descendant of a Legionnaire. Membership 

applications are available at the Post or by contacting any 

Post officer. 
 

    Keith Lovell, S.A.L. Membership Chairman   

http://www.outpost422.com


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gunderson Family since 1922 

Independent and Family Owned 

Department of Defense Authorized Provider 
in the Military Funeral Honors Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6010 Cottage Grove Road 

Madison, WI 53718 

Phone : 608-223-0939 

www.metromarket.net 

Page 4 501 – The Action Post 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk 

 

03 July—TENTATIVE--Brat Fest at Metro Market,  

                6010 Cottage Grove Road from 10 am to 3 pm. This is  

                 Post 501 fundraiser, come out and Support your Post. 

03 July---Brat Fest East Side Club, 4-7PM. 

04 July---Brat Fest East Side Club, noon-7 PM.  

08 July—TENTATIVE—Post Meeting 105 Dempsey Rd at 7 PM. 

10 July---Brat Fest East Side Club, 4-7 PM. 

11 July---CANCELED---Post Monthly Breakfast. 

11 July---Post 501 Brat Fest, 105 Dempsey Rd, 10 AM -4 PM,  

                help needed. 

16 July---TENTATIVE—Post Cards & Coffee. 

25 July---TENTATIVE---40&8 Brat Fest at Metro Market, 10-3 pm. 

31 July—Post Executive house meeting 9 am.  

01 August—TENTATIVE---Brat Fest at Metro Market,  

               6010 Cottage Grove Road from 10 am to 3 pm.  

               Post 501 fundraisers, come out and support your post. 

07 August---Brat Fest East Side Club, 4-7 PM. 

08 August—CANCELED---Post Monthly Breakfast. 

08 August---Post 501 Brat Fest, 105 Dempsey Rd, 10-4 PM,  

               help is needed. 

12 August—Post meeting 105 Dempsey Rd at 7 pm. 

14 August---Brat Fest East Side Club, 4-7 PM 

15 August---TENTATIVE—40&8 Brat Fest at Metro Market,  

               10 am—3 pm. 

20 August---Cards & Coffee, 9-12. 

21 August---Brat Fest East Side Club, 4-7 PM. 

22 August---TENTATIVE---Brat Fest for Legion Baseball Team,  

               Metro Market, 10-3 PM. 

22 August---Brat Fest East Side Club, 4-7 PM. 

28-29 August---Brat Fest & Garage sale, 105 Dempsey Rd, 10-6 PM, 

               Donate garage stuff 26-27 mornings. 

31 August—Post Executive meeting 9 am, 105 Dempsey Rd.  

2nd ANNUAL  

CELEBRATION OF FREEDOM 
September 11-12, 2020 

   

   The American Legion Department of Wisconsin  

is hosting a 2nd Annual Celebration Of Freedom  

on September 11-12, 2020 at the Veterans Memo-

rial Field (Columbia County Fairgrounds), in 

Portage, WI.  
 

— Featuring  — 

A Semi-trailer containing:  

The 9/11 Never Forget Mobile Exhibit. 
 

Live music by  

“The Hounds” and “Madison County”. 
 

— Other Attractions Include — 

 Legion Family Chili Cook Off 

 that you can enter.  

Kickball and Corn Hole Tournaments 

Obstacle Course Competition 

Mobile Vet Center 

Blood Dive 

Legion Program Exhibits 

Venders Fair 

 

Come have some fun and entertainment. 
 

The entire Legion Family is encouraged to attend.  
 

For more information, check out your Badger  

Legionnaire and visit the Department website at 

www.wilegion.org  



FEEL OVERWHELMED?  TRY RELIGION 
  

Dear Legionnaires,     

    Would you agree that the first two decades of the 

21st Century have been characterized by a level of 

violence unlike prior decades?  We are seeing an 

uptick in selfishness, materialism, perfectionism, and 

stressful conditions that in one way or other result in 

bad behavior.  These behaviors include physical or 

mental violence, bullying, thievery, and the 

proliferation and use of guns or other weapons of 

destruction. No wonder people living in this 

environment are uneasy and stressed out.  This applies 

not only to adults but, especially, to children.  What 

I’m leading up to are a few thoughts that may ease the 

anxieties mentioned above.  As your chaplain I’m 

going to show you how religion can guide us through 

these difficult times. 

    Religion can be a spiritual anchor to relieve stress.  

Why?  Because religious precepts give people 

something to live for, something to make life more 

joyful and rewarding.  A 2018 study in the American 

Journal of Epidemiology, reporting on a study by 

Harvard researchers, found that a family with spiritual 

beliefs affects mental health.  Specifically, the study 

showed that children, including teens who attended 

religious services at least once a week, scored higher 

on psychological well-being measurements and had 

lower risks of mental illness.  This study also noted 

that such kids had lower risks of drug use and higher 

rates of volunteering and a sense of mission.  These 

findings can also be applied to adults.  Another related 

study may help to better understand the dilemma we 

see today.  Over the past 20 years, according to a 

Gallup report, there has been a 20% decrease in 

attendance at formal religious services.  An American 

Family Survey of 2019 showed that nearly half of 

adults under age 30 do not identify with any religion. 

Couples of family bearing age lack spiritual anchors.  

How can kids have something to hang onto? Erica 

Komisar, an author and psychoanalyst, writes of the 

value that religion plays in reinforcing a sense of 

community and common purpose.  These values 

reinforce empathy, kindness, gratitude, a sense of 

purpose and commitment.  It gives purpose to life and 

the afterlife.  Perhaps this can help to lessen the 

overwhelming nature of the problems we see in 

today’s world. 
 

    May we continue to pray for our ill and deceased 

Legionnaires and their families and friends. 

    Ray McCool.  Post Chaplain  

    Our Lord and Savior in Heaven, now more than, ever 

we need your intervention to restore sanity in our city and 

nation. We need peace and justice to prevail in our 

society, touch the hearts of those who take pleasure in 

destruction and looting. We all suffer with the damages 

one to our communities and businesses. God has taught us 

to see the good in all people, a task difficult under the 

current circumstances. We are experiencing some heavy 

times with what is going on in our society. Over decades, 

our families have experienced many hard times, the 

epidemic in 1918, WW II, Korean War, Polio in the 

1940s, bombing the Twin Towers, assassinations and the 

list goes on. However, we must retain our faith that 

positive changes can be made and we will be together 

again in the near future. Pray to our God for guidance. 

    New Day Dawning: we are all in a period of change 

and better understanding of each other. The Bible states 

we can have great hope if we respect each other and work 

for a positive and brighter future.  

    Good and Gracious Father in heaven, please look 

down and see that we are in need of your grace and 

comfort. Your people are hurting in many ways and 

need reassurance that we will be OK. We pray to you, 

almighty God, in time of turmoil. You are our refuge 

and our strength, a very present help in time of 

trouble. Do not let us fail as we face these new events 

in our lives. Uphold us with Your Love and give us the 

strength we need. Help us in our thoughts and guide 

our actions. In Jesus name we pray. 

    Our sympathies to the family and friends of 

Legionnaire Rick Bressett who passed away on June 11. 

Be at peace Rick. 
 

    Have Peace, Joy and be Safe. 

    Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain 

    608-422-0100  

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain Legion 501 Chaplain 

 

IN MEMORIUM 
Post 501 extends its condolences  

to the families of; 
 

Richard J. Bressett    14 yr. PUFL member 

12 June 2020,    Vietnam Vet  
 

Marvin Felton    38 yr. member 

30 April 2020,    Korea Vet  
 

May they rest in peace with the thanks of a  

grateful nation for the services they performed for  

our Country and the American Legion. 



 

 

Severson-Cairns Post No.501 
American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P .O. BOX 14255 

Madison, WI    53708-0255 

 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 

Legion  - $42.00, mail to:  
American Legion Post 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

SAL - $14.00, mail to: 
Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to: 
American Legion Unit 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14343 
Madison WI  53708-0343 
 

Post location: 
105 Dempsey Road, Madison 
 

Post Phone Number: 
608-244-7716 

Moving? 
Please let us know of your  

address change. Call or email us 

at- post501@wipost501.org  

Return Service Requested 

Post 501’s Monthly Comradeship,  

Cards, Coffee and Donuts Get Together.  
 

July 16th (Tentative) and August 20. 

9AM—Noon 

Donuts provided courtesy of Greenbush Bakery. 

Moving?    Snow Bird?  
Please let us know of your address change. 

Contact the Post at  608-244-7716 or email us  

of the change at post501@wipost501.org  

 

KOSHER DONUTS 

2017, 2018, 2019 
BEST OF MADISON 

GOLD WINNER-BAKERY 
 

1402 REGENT ST. 
608-257-1151 

 
5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD. 

608-416-5544 

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE 

SATURDAY BREAKFAST 
 

Cancelled for July & August. 

Check our Web Page for the latest  
information on Post events. 

www.madisonlegionpost501.org 

Post 501 Brat Fest  
Come join us for Brats at our 

drive service at 105 Dempsey Rd. 

July 11 and August 8th, 27 & 28,  
10AM-4PM. 


