
 

 

Special Points of  Interest: 
 

Note:  
Events subject to change due to the 
Virus and mask could be required.  
Zoom Post meetings are available.  

 

2 January 
Dane County Oratorical Contest, 
at Cross Plains Post 245, 11 AM.  

  

12 January 
Post Meeting at 7 PM,  

Zoom or in person. 
 

13-16 January 
Mid-Winter Conference in Baraboo. 

 

18 January 
40/8 Meeting at 7 PM @ 481. 

 

20 January 
Post Coffee/card playing, 9– Noon, 

Donuts by Greenbush Bakery. 
 

23 January 
Unit 501 Meeting, Sunday 11:00 AM.  

 

27 January 
Dane County Council Meeting, 

in Mazo, 7 PM.  
 

29 January 
Post Executive Meeting, 9 AM. 

 

2 February 
S.A.L. 501 Meeting, 6:30 PM. 

 

9 February 
Post Meeting at 7 PM,  

Zoom or in person, Vote on 
Legionnaire and Volunteer of the year. 

 

12 February 
Post Spaghetti Dinner, 4-7PM or out, 

Takeouts available.. 
 

17 February 
Post Coffee/card playing, 9– Noon, 

Donuts by Greenbush Bakery. 

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 

Madison, WI  53708-0255 

608-244-7716 

 Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 

    The Christmas and New Year events will be passed when you read this 

article. The current VIRUS restrictions are still in effect. We will still have 

meetings with your mask. The VIRUS forced us to go to this VIRTUAL//

Zoom system to communicate with you the membership. Also, we have 

some members that are out of the area and the Zoom keeps them informed.   

    The 12 January meeting will be a virtual/zoom at 7 PM., Call the Post if 

you cannot get connected, maybe we can do something so you can see the 

meeting. 

    Thank you to the following for your donation to the post: Michael Sanford 

your support to the kitchen fund is appreciated!!!! 

    If you want to pay your dues for life, you can go to Paid Up for Life 

(PUFL) site www.legion.org/pufl or call 1-800-433-3318 at National. If you 

have not paid your dues, please send them in as the post and The American 

Legion needs you for when they go and defend your benefits at Washington 

D. C. and ask for their support of the Veterans of this country. The American 

Legion is the largest Veteran Organization and is always in the lead for 

benefits/program for our Veterans!!!! Please pay your dues now!!! 

    NOTICE: If you can volunteer to help at the post, it would be helpful. 

Help is needed for General maintenance (handyman skills) cutting grass, 

floor cleaning, general repairs. Financial skills trade or professional help with 

the books. Also, someone to take over the job as Rep for Post Badger Boys 

State, Post 501 Adjutant as some of the members    (Continued on page 2) 

    Happy New Year, I hope that 2022 brings comfort and love to you  

and your family.  As we bring 2021 to a close, we take a look at our 

accomplishments over the last year, and our American Legion Auxiliary Unit 

501 has so much to be proud of.  Even with the continuing pandemic, we still 

met, held elections, raised funds for our many proven programs, donated to 

the VA Hospital in Middleton, as well as supported our local 115th Fighter 

Wing. Due to the unwavering commitment of one of our Post 501 

legionnaires, as well as our many Unit members, we had an amazing Poppy 

Distribution year in 2021.  I am so excited to see what 2022 will bring us.   

    We didn't meet in December due to the weather.  We will meet for our 

next monthly meeting on Sunday, January 23rd at 11:00 AM.  I can't wait to 

see you all again, it has been far too long, I miss and love you all.  I hope 

you have a safe and happy new year! 

 Peace. 
 

    Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President,  608-513-2725 

January  2022 

Visit our Web 
Pagew.madisonlegionpost501.org 
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Commander’s column continued from pg 1- 
 

are getting old. Any help with events, school awards, 

Memorial Day poppy drives, Brats & Burgers and Post 

dinners. This is your post if we don’t take care of it, it 

might be gone. The legion and other organization are 

losing posts because of lack of members and support.  

    The American Legion “Operation Comfort Warriors” 

Program turns financial donations into gifts for 

recovering service members in warrior transition units 

across the country and around the world. The gifts help 

by providing items not generally covered by the U. S. 

Government. One hundred per cent of OCW donations 

go toward the purchase of comfort items. Go to 

ocw@legion.org for more details on how the legion 

supports our Veterans.  If you donate to all the groups 

out there asking for money, please check how much of 

the money goes for the Veterans. You may be surprised 

to see how little goes to veteran, the rest goes for the 

group to pay the staff. 

    Legionnaire and Volunteer of the Year voting is set 

for 09 February 2022 at Post meeting, come and vote 

for your person. 

    Post paid donations to “Wreaths across America”, 

Brats for Veterans donation sent to Middleton VA for 

Veterans use. Post 501 was used by USO Milwaukee 

for Thanksgiving and Christmas Food to deployed 

family members 

    Show your pride in Post 501. We have shirts and 

jackets for sale—contact Commander Tom. 

    Post-Election 11 May 2022, if you have questions 

contact the Post. This is your Post get involved as ALL 

Offices are open. 

    If you move, please let the Post know so your 

newsletter will get to you.  Also, if member passes, 

contact the Post. 

    Remember, without you the member there could be 

NO Post.  “The Action Post”  
 

    Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander 

AUXILIARY UNIT 501 MEMBERSHIP 
 

    2021 has come to a close. I thank all the members who 

have renewed their membership by sending in their dues 

for 2022. However, we still have 16 members who not 

renewed. Please send in your dues now. This will provide 

you to be recorded as a continuing member of Unit 501. 

Many of you have many years of continuing membership. 

Let’s keep the record going. 

    God Bless you all and Happy New Year. 
 

    Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Membership Chairman 

    5002 Sudbury Way, Madison, WI. 53714. 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

MEMBERSHIP & NEWS 
    Wow, we are at 117% of our goal for 2022 

memberships. That’s great and thank you all that have 

renewed or joined for the 2022 year.  

    Our next meeting is February 2nd at 6:30 PM  and 

we’ll have something to eat after the meeting and play 

bean-bag toss game . We are will be planning two Brat & 

Burger events for April and June as fundraisers and will 

also talking about having an outing someplace to have 

fun. Open for discussion is a group visit to the Veteran 

Museum, fishing, air gun shooting or bowling, to name a 

few. So join us, we need your input.  

    Keith Lovell, S.A.L. Membership Chairman   

LEGION MEMBERSHIP 
    I’m glad to report that we are currently at 242 renewals 

for the 2022 Membership year, for 84.6% and that’s great. 
A big THANKS to all members who have renewed their 

membership for 2022 and a big WELCOME to our new 

members to the Post. You all helped get us there. 

    To those who have not renewed for 2022 yet, please do 

so soon as your membership has lapsed and we don’t 

want to lose you. Membership numbers are important 

when the Legion goes to our State and National 

lawmakers to fight for your benefits and being a member 

helps to support our many great programs.   

    Remember you can also renew online at 

www.legion.org and can also apply for Paid Up For Life 

(PUFL) membership. This is also a great website to visit 

for information about The American Legion, our 

programs and what’s happening with Veteran’s Affairs.  

    If you have a problem paying your dues because of 

financial or health issues, Please contact me, we can help. 

If you have any questions contact me at the Post or my 

home 608-630-0459.  
 

    Jerry Scalissi, Post Membership Chairman 

 

Please Visit Our Website At: 
 

www.madisonlegionpost501.org  
 

For the latest on Post 501 updates,  event information, 

copies of our newsletters and many great photos. 

 
And Our Facebook page is: 

 

American Legion POST 501 
(note the word POST is in all caps).   

 

Please “like” our page and follow our many events.   

mailto:ocw@legion.org
http://www.legion.org
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THIS DAY IN US/MILITARY HISTORY 
 

January 1, 1863:  President Abraham Lincoln issues the 

Emancipation Proclamation, calling on the Union army to 

liberate all slaves in states still in rebellion as “an act of 

justice, warranted by the Constitution, upon military ne-

cessity.” 
 

January 2, 1890:  Alice Sanger is hired as the first female 

White House Staffer. 
 

January 3, 1959:  President Eisenhower signs a special 

proclamation admitting the territory of Alaska into the 

Union as the 49th and largest state. 
 

January 13, 1966:  Lyndon Johnson appoints Robert C 

Weaver as the first African American cabinet member. 
 

January 14, 1784:  The Continental Congress ratifies the 

Treaty of Paris, ending the Revolutionary War. 
 

January 23, 1849:  Elizabeth Blackwell becomes the first 

officially recognized female physician in the US. 
 

January 31, 1968:  The Viet Cong attack the US Embassy 

in Saigon, during the Tet Offensive. 
 

    Morris Sadicario, Post Historian 

SWEEPSTAKES TIME AGAIN 
 

    As you read this month’s 

newsletter, you will find 2 

pages of Sweepstakes tickets. 

The money from the Sweep-

stakes funds the Veteran’s 

Affairs & Rehab and Children 

& Youth programs like School Awards, Badger Boys 

State, R.O.T.C., Dane County Government Day, and 

Madison Impact Legion Baseball program. 

    You the member can buy these tickets or sell them 

and send the tickets/money back to the Post. The per-

son does not need be a legionnaire, maybe relative or 

friends are ok. We the membership need to buy or sell 

the tickets you receive and if more tickets are needed 

contact the Post.   

    The drawing will be held on 19 March 2022 at 8 pm. 

You do not need be present to win. I say again the suc-

cess of this program lies with us the members of the 

post. Will you step up and support the program? 

    Thank You. 
 

    Commander Thomas 

The Severson-Cairns  American Legion Post 501 

105 Dempsey Road, Madison  
Stop by for a visit on one of the dates on the front page. 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

Veterans Strengthening America 
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The Gunderson Family since 1922 

Independent and Family Owned 

Department of Defense Authorized Provider 
in the Military Funeral Honors Program 

IN MEMORIUM 
Post 501 extends its condolences  

to the families of; 
 

 Eugene S. Summ   4 -year member 

18 November 2021   Vietnam War Veteran  
 

 Dilver D. Bible   3 -year member 

01 December 2021    Korean War Veteran 
 

May they rest in peace with the thanks of a  

grateful nation for the services they performed for  

our Country and The American Legion. 

HAVE YOU THOUGHT OF THIS? 
    We know you are proud of your American Legion 

Post 501 membership for all that is done for Veterans, 

local community projects and the many children and 

youth activities. With the existing mortgage on our cur-

rent property, we struggle to keep up with all that we 

need to do on behalf of our membership. The lease we 

have for a portion of our property certainly helps with 

the mortgage payment. However, the principal on the 

loan moves down ever so slowly.  

    We only ask that you might consider your Legion Post 

when reviewing your will, life insurance policies or cer-

tificates of deposits. Any and all donations and/or be-

quests are tax deductible as your Post is a 501c19 corpo-

ration. Any donations will be used to reduce our mort-

gage obligation and will assure that our Post will be 

sound for many years to come to serve for God and 

Country and all deserving Veterans and their families. 

“Hy-Vee” BAG SALE 
    Oops, somehow the Corporate people forgot to inform our 

local store of this event for us in December. We know some 

members went in to purchase bags and they were not available 

for a week or more. Hopefully it all got worked out between 

them and the bags were finally made available to customers. 

Thank you to those that did try and our guess is they will still 

make a donation to us. 

MID-WINTER CONFERENCE 
    The 2022 Mid-Winter Conference will be held Janu-

ary 13-16th, at Ho-Chunk Hotel & Convention Center in 

Baraboo. Thursday and Friday are Committee & Com-

mission Meetings, Saturday is Training day with many 

great training seminars on a variety of Legion topics and 

Sunday morning is the Department Executive Committee 

meeting. Saturday night is the “Our Time To Shine Cele-

bration” that includes a dinner and live entertainment.  

    A full schedule of events and times along with the 

training topic brochure are available on the Wisconsin 

American Legion web-site at wilegion.org along with 

registration information. 

THIRD DISTRICT HOLIDAY PARTY 
    The Third District will be holding their Holiday Party on 

Saturday, February 5th, at the Mason-Lindsay Post 385 in Ve-

rona. Doors open at 10AM, District Legion & ALA meetings 

at 11AM, eat at noon. A Four Chaplains Ceremony will fol-

lowing the meal.  

    You must Register for the meal by January 15th, cost is 

$15/person. Send check payable to ALA Unit 385, to Jenni 

Syftestad, 205 Thompson St., Verona WI 53593-1043. The 

meal is chicken, ham mashed potatoes, green beans, lettuce 

salad, dinner rolls and dessert. Yum-Yum. 

HEAT FOR HEROS 
    WHEAP is a State run program that provides assistance for 

heating costs, electric costs and energy related crisis situations. 

This program operates in all 72 counties and 7 tribes in the State 

of Wisconsin. Operating with Federal and State funding, the pro-

gram currently serves over 230,000 Wisconsin households and 

over 10,000 Wisconsin Veterans. 

Note: You may be immediately eligible to receive WHEAP 

energy assistance! A current year completed WHEAP applica-

tion must be on file for a Heat for Heroes representative to as-

sist you, even if you have been denied services. 

    How to apply for WHEAP (Choose one of the Three ways) 

    1- Contact your local county Health and Human Services  

   office for an application site near you. 

    2- Contact the Wisconsin Home Energy Plus Program at  

   1-866-432-8947. 

    3- Contact a Heat for Heroes Representative at  

   1-800-891-9276 or visit www.heat4heroes.org  



Christmas in the Trenches: the Rest of the Story 
 

Dear Legionnaires, 

    One of the signature events of WW I occurred on Dec. 24/25, 1914 

when fraternization happened between British and German soldiers 

on the Belgian sector  of the Western Front.  It was Christmas Eve 

and soldiers of both sides did the unthinkable, celebrating Christmas 

in unison.  Much has been written of the event.  I’d like to share 

some of the lesser known facts about the truce. 

    By late summer of 1914 it had been wet making the trenches a real 

mess, By December the ground had frozen and men could move 

around a bit easier.  On the eve of Christmas the combatants on each 

side could hear the other side singing Christmas carols.  It was 

reported that the Germans were singing “Stille Nacht” (Silent Night) 

and the British responded with choruses of The First Noel.  Note that 

no-mans land, the barbed-wired open spaces between the enemy 

troops was, in some places, barely a hundred feet in width. 

       Scouts on both sides were in the no-man’s area when someone 

cautiously shouted to the enemy that if one did not fire a gun, neither 

would they fire.  Some men in the trenches were shouting Christmas 

greetings and the other side responded. Some unit histories recorded 

that Germans from Saxony said, “We are Saxons, you are Anglo-

Saxons, what is there to fight about?  Another account said Germans 

held up signs that read “You no shoot, we no shoot”. As this was 

occurring it is reported that one of the British scouts in no-man’s 

land, Pvt. Murker of a Scots Guard Unit, was given a glass of 

whiskey from a German with further assurances that if the British 

would not fire, neither would they.  Not long thereafter, in some 

sectors, tiny Christmas trees were observed on the front lines.  

Shortly after, troops converged from both sides and handshakes were 

exchanged.  This sort of comradery and singing went on throughout 

the night.  

    It was noted that soccer was played that night between the two 

sides but this, in fact, probably did not happen.  Rather, some efforts 

were made to do some friendly kicks with other objects that looked a 

bit like soccer balls.  Interestingly, to mark a hundred years of the 

truce, Prince William on Dec. 14, 2014 unveiled a memorial 

representing two clasped hands on a soccer ball.  A week later British 

and German soccer teams played a friendly memorial match as a 

testimonial to that truce a century earlier. 

    We need to recognize that this truce was unofficial and illicit.  The 

British high command was not happy over these events.  General Sir 

Horace Smith-Dorien told division commanders to prohibit any 

friendly interaction with the enemy.  Officers on both sides took 

steps to insure that this kind of behavior would not happen again.  

      A century later the truce of 1914 is remembered as a testament to 

the power of hope and humanity in a dark hour of history.  The truce 

symbolizes a very human desire for peace, fleeting as it was in 1914. 

May we in this Christmas season have a blessed time for peace in a 

troubled world. 
 

    Ray McCool,  Post Chaplain  

x    With beginning of a new year, I recently 

read a quote from Guide Post that seems to be 

appropriate. “Don’t look back, you’re not 

going that way”. With a new year to look 

forward to, it is one of the mysteries of life.  

The future will be as it will be. Our annual 

expectations are that we should set goals and 

sincerely want to reach them. We have the 

future out in front of us, as unknown as it is. 

Set yourself up to do some new things, use 

your imagination, and pray that you can 

accomplish what the needs are for yourself 

and others to make life simpler and better. 

God is here everyday to guide us if we will 

only take the time to ask for his help. There 

are many things in our community that can 

use some extra hands. I dare say many of us 

have daydreamed perhaps about volunteering 

for some group, but then forget to follow up 

with those dreams. New year, now is the time 

to take the step forward. 

    Our Legion Auxiliary Unit 501 is always 

looking for new members with fresh ideas 

and to help with our many projects. All you 

need to do is to challenge yourself and say, 

yes, I will do it. There are many community 

groups looking for extra hands. One of my 

favorite projects is making hats, blankets and 

tote bags and sewing crib sheets. My list is 

for a hospital and RSVP of Dane County 

(retired senior volunteer program). All the 

items that volunteers do stay in Dane County 

for nursing homes, pre-school, hospital and 

elementary schools. Check out this idea, it is 

very rewarding knowing you are making a 

difference in someone’s life who will never 

meet but will improve their lives. 
 

    Lord, thank you for naming and 

claiming us as your children and remind us 

of that identity today. Lord God, help us to 

trust you in all of life’s struggles and to 

find our strength in you, as you, Lord, 

have freely and abundantly given, may we 

also give with joy and gladness. Holy God, 

when you call us out of our comfort zones, 

help us to say, “Here am I: send me” Isaiah 

6 v8. Amen. 
  

  Have Faith, Joy, Love and Peace in our 

hearts no matter what happens in life.   

   Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain  
   608-422-0100  

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain Legion 501 Chaplain 



 

 

Severson-Cairns Post No.501 
American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P .O. BOX 14255 

Madison, WI    53708-0255 

 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 

Legion  - $42.00, mail to:  
American Legion Post 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

SAL - $14.00, mail to: 
Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to: 
American Legion Unit 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

Post location: 
105 Dempsey Road, 
Madison WI 
 

Post Phone Number: 
608-244-7716 

Moving? 
Please let us know of your  

address change. Call or email us 

at- post501@wipost501.org  

Return Service Requested 

Moving?    Snow Bird?  
Please let us know of your address change. 

Contact the Post at  608-244-7716 or email us  

of the change at post501@wipost501.org  

 

KOSHER DONUTS 

2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 
and 2021 

BEST OF MADISON 
GOLD WINNER-BAKERY 

 

1402 REGENT ST. 
608-257-1151 

 

5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD. 
608-416-5544 

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE 

Sorry, but due to the continuing 

COVID-19 virus issues, our Saturday 

Breakfasts are cancelled for now. 

Post 501’s Monthly Cards,  

Comradeship, Coffee and Donuts 
 

Thursday, January  20th, 

9 AM till Noon. 
Donuts by Greenbush Bakery.  

 

All members, veterans and Active/Reserve/National 

Guard service personnel are invited to stop by, if only 

for a few minutes just to say "HI !" 

Please Visit  

www.madisonlegionpost501.org  
for the latest Post event updates. 


