
 

 

Special Points of  Interest: 
 

2 January 
Dane County Council Oratorical 

Contest, at Cross Plains Post 245.  
 

9 January 
Post Breakfast, 
CANCELLED 

 

13 January 
Post Meeting, 7PM. 
**Virtual Meeting** 

see Commanders' Column. 
 

14-17 January 
Department Mid-Winter Conference 
Is postponed or become virtual, see 

article on page 4 for details. 
 

17 January 
Third District Oratorical Contest,  

1PM at Barneveld Post 433.  
 

20 January 
Auxiliary Meeting, 7PM  
**Virtual Meeting** see  

President’s Message for details. 
 

28 January 
Dane County Council Meeting,  

7PM, Mazomanie. 
 

30 January 
Executive Committee Mtg. 9AM 

**Virtual Meeting** 

 

10 February 
Post Meeting, 7PM 
**Virtual Meeting** 

Voting for Legionnaire & Volunteer  
of the Year. Must have active 

membership only to vote.   
 

13 February 
Post Breakfast, 
CANCELLED 

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 

Madison, WI  53708-0255 

608-244-7716 

 Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 

        Christmas and New Year events will be passed by the time you read this 

article and I hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas with your family and 

friends.  

    The Post website is up and you should check it out, go to 

www.madisonlegionpost501.org. This is great way to see the post and what 

the Post does. This site is always being updated. I want to thank William and 

Christine Robbins for the great work!!!!!!  If you have not checked the 

website out, you should. We are one of the Posts that update at least weekly.  

    If you want to pay your dues for life, you can go to Paid up for life (PUFL) 

site to www.legion.org/pufl or call 1-800-433-3318 at National for 

enrollment. If you are interested in PUFL, check the site, I hear some people 

get it for less money. 

    The American Legion Law Enforcement candidate award is due at the 

Post meeting on 13 January 2021. Also, the Fire Fighter, EMT and Enlisted 

National Guard/Reservist awards. These awards are done every year to honor 

our first responders, if you have a candidate and need help with the award, 

contact the Post.                                              (Continued on page 2) 

    Happy New Year, I hope 2021 brings you and your family good health and 

peace.  2020 gave us time to spend with those closest to us. For many, there 

has been very little contact with those outside of our bubble, and it has been 

hard on all of us.  Not seeing each other is tough especially given many of 

you, just like myself, have been through extremely hard times in the past 

nine or more months.  I miss my legion family, most specifically all of you, 

my Unit 501 Auxiliary ladies, my home.  Some of you I have known almost 

my entire life, most of you at least a few years or more.  We wouldn't be the 

unit we are now without your many years of dedication of mentorship and 

patience.  I do apologize as I haven't reached out to any of you to check in or 

say hi, in fact if I didn't see you at a brat sale we probably haven't spoken, but 

please know that you have all been in my heart, on my mind, and in my 

prayers.    

    I am hopeful that 2021 will be a much more active year for Unit 501 even 

as COVID-19 continues to disrupt our lives and greater society.  I am going 

to try and hold our first virtual meeting on Wednesday January 20th.  Post 

501 as well as many other posts and units around the state have been 

successful in meeting this way. We will be meeting on zoom and there will 

be the option to either call in via phone or          (Continued on page 2) 
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Page 2 501 – The Action Post 

Commander’s column continued from pg 1- 
 

    If you have anything that you think could be put in the 

newsletter let me know. Also, if you know of any 

business that would like to advertise in the newsletter 

contact the Post for rates. We need your help in this 

matter!!!!! 

    If you move to a new address, please get your new 

information to us so we can keep sending your bulletin 

and information. Also, if you get sick or hospitalized, we 

can send a card or visit you. If you are in nursing home-

we could help with your membership, let us know. I 

really feel bad when a member passes and we find out 

after the funeral. Call the Post—we are a legion family.   

    You can contribute for our Veterans—remember that 

The American Legion “OPERATION COMFORT 

WARRIORS” turns financial donations into gifts for 

recovering service members in warrior transition units 

across the country and around the world. The gifts help 

ease the warrior’s recovery by providing items not 

generally covered by the U. S. Government. 100% of 

OCW donations go toward the purchase of comfort 

items. ocw@legion.org for more information. The 

Legion supporting the Veterans!!!!!  

    Your 2020 Legion card is now expired. Your 2021 

card is waiting for you that have not renewed.  

Remember, we are all recruiters for The American 

Legion. We all should have an application in our wallet.  

Please check Post website www.madisonlegionpost 

501.org, Commander’s Call icon.  

    The Legion Act allows Veterans that entered service 

from 07 December 1941 to present to join The American 

Legion with honorable discharge. Members—I know 

you know Vets that could join, get out and ask them to 

join.  There is a few of us that recruit, you the rest need 

to get going and recruit. This Post does a lot for Veterans 

support and family type help.  

    The Legionnaire and Volunteer Of The Year voting is 

set for 10 February 2021 at Post meeting, come and vote 

for your person.  

    Post Elections in May 2021, if you have questions 

contact the post. This is your Post get involved as ALL 

Offices are open for you.   

    If you need a Legion uniform cap, we have caps from 

size 6 1/8—6 ½, these will be sold really cheap.  I have 

ordered size 7 ¼ and 7 ½ sizes, these will be new. Also, 

Post has Post 501 baseball style caps, windbreakers and 

jackets for sale. Prices vary by size. I am taking orders 

now for next shipment. 

    It is the time of scams. If you get email asking from 

the Dept. Commander, an Officer or a member asking 

you gift cards or monies, it is likely a scam.  They   —–> 

Please Visit  

www.madisonlegionpost501.org  
for the latest Post updates,  

information and photos. 

will not send you a message via email or text, nor ask you 

to purchase anything on their behave.            

    The American Legion and Barres Brothers Vet Java 

have combined on fundraiser. Berres will donate 15% of 

your purchase to The American Legion.  Berres Brothers 

Coffee Roasters, 202 Air Park Drive, Watertown, WI 

53094. 800-233-5443 or www.BerresBrothers.com online 

shopping. 

    Post Meeting:  The VIRTUAL session is working but a 

few things I need to advise you.  I will send you the notice 

of VIRTUAL meeting, then the day of VIRTUAL meet-

ing, I will send you the Code/Password.  So wait till just 

before the Post meeting to get the Code.  Some of you 

could not get in because the Code/Password changed and 

we did not know it till meeting. Sorry for the mix up, see 

you on 13 January meeting. 

    Remember without you the member there will be no 

“ACTION POST”. 

    Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander 

Auxiliary President’s Message continued from pg 1- 
 

watch via a computer or smartphone. Please email me at 

rlovell03@hotmail.com and send me your email ad-

dress. I will then send a meeting invite to you via email 

with the zoom information.  For those of you who don't 

send me an email, you will need to call/text me or call 

the Post 501 at (608) 244-7716 on January 19th to get 

the meeting information as there has been issues with 

zoom and we won't know the correct invite info till the 

day before the meeting.  We will try the Zoom meeting 

out.  I will plan to 'start the meeting' at 630 PM so call 

then in order to get us all logged on and we'll hope to 

begin the content of the meeting by 7:00 p.m.  DO NOT 

go to the building for this as it will be virtual to keep all 

of us safe.  I look forward to hearing or seeing you all 

on the 19th.  Until then, stay home and stay safe; if you 

must go out be sure to mask up for everyone's 

safety.  With God's blessings, hopefully 2021 will be 

the year the pandemic ended.   

    Cheers to a new year! 
 

    Peace. 

    Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President  
    608-513-2725 

mailto:ocw@legion.org
http://www.madisonlegionpost
mailto:rlovell03@hotmail.com


 

 

LEGION MEMBERSHIP 
    I’m happy to report that we are at 89.6% for the 2021. 
A big THANKS to all members who have renewed their 

membership for 2021 and a big WELCOME to our new 

members to the Post. You all helped get us there. 

    To those who have not renewed for 2021 yet, please 

do so soon as your membership has lapsed and we don’t 

want to lose you. Remember that membership numbers 

are important when the Legion goes to our State and 

National lawmakers to fight for your benefits and being 

a member helps to support our many great programs.  

RENEW ONLINE  

    Go to the National website, www.legion.org and 

click on the MEMBERS tab, then select RENEW 

MEMBERSHIP. You will need your membership 

number off your last membership card.  It will be 9 

numbers, then your last name, hit continue and follow 

the instructions.  We will get a notice that you paid 

online and we’ll send you your 2021 membership card.  
 

PAID UP FOR LIFE (PUFL) 

    Also at National’s website you can get information 

and a quote for a PUFL membership. go to  

www.legion.org and click on the MEMBERS tab, then 

select PAID UP FOR LIFE.   
 

     If you have any questions on your membership, 

contact Cmdr Tom or myself at the Post, or me at home 

at 839-1975. 
 

   Keith Lovell, Post Membership Chairman   
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S.A.L. MEMBERSHIP 
    Congratulations Squadron 501, we are at 115%  

membership for the 2021. Thank you all who renewed 

for 2021 and to our new members.  

    We are always looking for new S.A.L. members. 

Membership is open to any male descendant of a 

Legionnaire, or a descendant of a deceased veteran who 

would have been eligible for membership in the Legion. 

Membership applications are available at the Post or by 

contacting any Post officer. 
     

Keith Lovell, S.A.L. Membership Chairman   

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 
    I hope this finds you all doing well and staying safe 

over the Holidays.  We still have about 10 members that 

have not renewed their 2021 dues.  Hopefully you will 

do this before the end of January 2021.   You may also 

r e n e w  y o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  o n - l i n e  a t 

(www.ALAforVeterans.org) or call the National Or-

ganization Monday thru Friday, 7:am to 3:30 pm Cen-

tral Time.  You would use a Debit or Credit.  Their 

phone number is 317-569-457.  They will then notify 

me your dues are paid and I will send you your 2021 

membership card.  You may also send me a check for 

$35.00 and I will then send your membership card to 

you.  My address is 225 Tamarack DR Apt. 1, Lake 

Mills, WI 53551.  If you have any questions, you can 

call me at 920-945-0113. 

    Also, if you know of anyone who is eligible to be a 

member of the Auxiliary, please talk to them about be-

coming a member. 
 

    Carol Sidwell, Unit 501 Membership Chairman 

 

SWEEPSTAKES TIME AGAIN 
 

    As you read this month’s news-

letter, you will find 2 pages of 

Sweepstakes tickets from the Post. 

The monies raised from the sweep-

stakes funds the Veteran Affairs & 

Rehab and the Children & Youth 

programs like School awards, Badger Boys State, 

R.O.T.C., Dane County Government Day, Reading is 

Fundamental (RIF) for schools and Madison Impact Le-

gion Baseball Program. 

    You the member can buy these tickets or sell them and 

then send the ticket stubs & money back to the Post. The 

purchasers do not need to be a legionnaire, maybe a rela-

tive or friends. The sweepstakes event is VERY impor-

tant to Post 501, if we don’t get enough funds, some of 

these programs could be cut. Now how would you feel, 

if school awards is cut and your child or grandchild does 

not get their award. I present these awards and the stu-

dents are very grateful and want a photo with award.  

    The sweepstakes prize money was raised again, so all 

of us members need to buy or sell the tickets you re-

ceive. If you need additional tickets, contact the Post. 

The drawing will be at Legion Birthday Dinner on 27 

March 2021 at 8 PM. You do not need to be present to 

win. I say again, the success of this program lies with 

US, THE MEMBERS of the Post. Will you step up and 

support this program??? 

    Note: Last year we had three members each sold over 

$300.00 in tickets. IF each member would buy $20.00 

worth, total of 12 tickets, I would not have to “BEG” you 

the member to support our programs. A few of you sup-

port us by purchasing tickets each month—I thank you! 
     

    Commander Thomas and Jerry Schultz,  

    Sweepstakes Committee Chairmen 

Visit the Wisconsin American Legion Website 

at  www.wilegion.org  

http://www.wilegion.org
http://www.wilegion.org
http://www.ALAforVeterans.org
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IN MEMORIUM 
Post 501 extends its condolences to the family of; 

 

James W. Lewis   28 yr. PUFL member  

7 October 2020,   Korean Vet 
 

May he rest in peace with the thanks of a  

grateful nation for the services he performed for  

our Country and the American Legion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6010 Cottage Grove Road 

Madison, WI 53718 

Phone : 608-223-0939 

www.metromarket.net 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gunderson Family since 1922 

Independent and Family Owned 

Department of Defense Authorized Provider 

HEAT FOR HEROS 
    62,000 Wisconsin veterans have to choose between food and 

heat. Our soldiers take an oath swearing to protect our country and 

our values. Yet, for too many veterans—especially those with ser-

vice-related disabilities—coming home means facing an uncertain 

future.  

    United States’ Military Veterans are among the least likely to 

come forward to ask for help in times of trouble, even when they 

find themselves facing life threatening situations.  Pride is often the 

principle barrier for Veterans in receiving this much needed assis-

tance.  Recognizing this, in September, 2013, Energy Services, Inc. 

and the Keep Wisconsin Warm/Cool Fund launched its statewide 

Heat for Heroes Campaign! The Heat for Heroes Campaign is 

uniquely designed to avert life threatening energy related emergen-

cies by helping struggling Veterans keep their heat and power on; 

while also providing adequate resource connections with other 

State, County and Veteran services for optimal, long-term house-

hold stability. The Heat for Heroes Campaign, with support of the 

Wisconsin Home Energy Plus/Low Income Home Energy Assis-

tance Program, helps Veterans to alleviate life-threatening energy 

related emergencies through the use of energy assistance 

grants.  Whether a Veteran is facing a no heat, life-threatening 

emergency (out of fuel, disconnection of services, broken furnace) 

or just has fallen behind on paying their utility bills, the Heat for 

Heroes Campaign may be able to help!   

 If you are a Veteran in need of energy assistance, the Heat for 

Heroes Campaign is here to help! 

    WHEAP is a State run program that provides assistance for heat-

ing costs, electric costs and energy related crisis situations. This 

program operates in all 72 counties and 7 tribes in the State of Wis-

consin. Operating with Federal and State funding, the program 

currently serves over 230,000 Wisconsin households and over 

10,000 Wisconsin Veterans. 

    **Important Note: You may be immediately eligible to re-

ceive WHEAP energy assistance! A current year completed 

WHEAP application must be on file for a Heat for Heroes repre-

sentative to assist you, even if you have been denied services. 

    How to apply for WHEAP (Choose one of the Three ways) 

       Contact your local county Health and Human Services office 

for an application site near you 

       Contact the Wisconsin Home Energy Plus Program at  

     1-866-432-8947. 

       Contact a Heat for Heroes Representative at:  

     1-800-891-9276 or visit www.heat4heroes.org  

HISTORY REPORT  
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk 

 

28 January 1915  - U. S. Coast Guard Birthday.  

Happy Birthday.  
 

09 January 1945  -  U. S. 6th Army lands at Lingayen 

Gulf on Luzon in the Philippines. 
 

18 January 1942  - German-Japanese-Italian agreement 

signed in Berlin for WW11. 
 

30 January 1995  - The American Legion announces 

acceptance of ”scaled-down exhibit“ without political 

commentary for the Enola Gay, ending the greatest con-

troversy in the Smithsonian Institute’s 149 year history. 

MID-WINTER CONFERENCE 
    Notice that because of the COVID_19 virus, for 

safety reason all business meetings of committees, com-

missions, and Department Executive Committee, regu-

larly held at the Midwinter Conference shall be held as 

virtual meetings and that all training sessions, activities 

and in-person Department meetings scheduled for  Mid-

winter are postponed until May.  

    Visit Dept. website www.wilegion.org for further de-

tails and updates. 



THOUGHTS ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM  

AND INALIENABLE RIGHTS 
 

Dear Legionnaires, 

    Well, we have survived 2020 and made it to 2021.  What a year 

2020 has been!  Who would have thought that Covid-19 would 

alter our lives here in our country and throughout the world?  

Additionally, discrimination continues to persist all over the 

planet.  More on that later.  The author, Joseph Zeitlin, wrote 

“when men and nations deny the relationship of men to the divine, 

then the soil is fertile for the growth of hatred, injustice, strife and 

war.”  This leads me to suggest the place of religion in the human 

experience.  In our nation we are blessed with the emphasis that 

our founders placed in the founding documents, the role that God 

and the freedom to exercise our faith played in a free society. Our 

American Legion Creed emphasizes that “for God and country we 

associate ourselves together …to combat the autocracy of both the 

classes and the masses …to transmit the principles of justice, 

freedom and democracy.”  When we look at today’s world we see 

an incredible amount of discrimination taking place regarding the 

free exercise of faith.  Here are a few examples of what I mean. 

    It is estimated that in China Christianity has grown from around 

three million in 1949 to perhaps 60 to 100 million today.  For 

Communist rulers, aware of the democratic movements led by 

Christians, this is a threat.  We are also aware of the efforts that 

the Communist Party use to contain both Christianity and also 

Buddhism in Tibet.  Walter Mead, writing in the Wall Street 

Journal, notes that Christian populations in much of the Middle 

East are on the edge of extinction. In Syria, Iraq and elsewhere 

there is a systematic removal and genocide that, in earlier times, 

was the center of early Christianity.  In sub-Sahara Africa violence 

against Christians and other sects by Boko Haram fighters is  on a 

rampage.  Anti-Semitic hate is on the rise in many parts of the 

world.  Muslims in China and other parts of Asia are subject to 

oppression.  Where do these observations carry us if freedom of 

peoples is a beneficial objective for humanity? 

    It has been recognized that religious liberty is a key element for 

prosperity and security not just for our country but for the world.  

Secretary of State Pompeo wants religious freedom as the center 

piece of American human-rights policy.  Last July the State 

Department released a report from the Commission on Inalienable 

Rights further advancing the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights adopted by the United Nations in1948.  In addition to the 

UN Declaration, the Commission added that human rights must 

come from the efforts of sovereign nations. Lastly, successful 

human rights diplomacy requires a focus on a relatively small 

number of rights that can be agreed upon by all nations.  This is a 

tall order, hopefully attainable, but a start if human rights based on 

religious freedom is to be universally achieved. 
 

    May we continue to pray for our ill and deceased Legionnaires 

and their family and friends. 

    Ray McCool.  Post Chaplain  

     Let us never forget - and pause to 

remember those Legionnaires, Auxiliary and 

Sons of the American Legion who have been 

called to rest in eternity with our Father in 

Heaven. 

    Our precious Lord, as we begin our new 

year 2021, we wish to thank you for all you 

have done and provided for us over the past 

years, our families, friends, shelter, food, 

clothing and most of all your faith and love 

for us given unconditionally from you. You 

have blessed us in so many ways, which we 

as humans tend to forget. 

    I hope and pray that the new year will 

bring us a better life than the past year. 

Hopefully, with the vaccine on the horizon 

more lives can be saved. We pray for the 

new year to bring new jobs, good health and 

security for all.  I doubt that Unit 501 will be 

meeting in person for a while. We await 

word from President Becky on that issue. I, 

like everyone, am looking forward to the 

time when we can again meet and give hugs. 

    I have received no notice of illness for our 

members, which is a good sign. I hope 

everyone is continuing to use good safe 

practices to contain the continuing Covid-19. 

This too will end with a happier time. 
 

    God, thank you for helping us to make 

it through this difficult year. Thank you 

that you’ve carried us through the 

uncertainty of deep waters, through the 

flames of trials and through the pain of 

hard losses. We are aware of how much 

we need you, your grace, your strength, 

your power working through even the 

toughest days. Help us to keep our focus 

first on you this new year. Help us to 

reflect again on what Christmas was 

about, that you gave new life, peace, hope 

and joy. Thank you for your healing 

power, thank you for bringing us into this 

new year ahead. In Jesus name, Amen. 
 

    God’s blessing to everyone. A quote-

“When you lose patience with others, 

remember God has a lot of patience for us.” 
 

    Peace, Joy and be Safe. 

    Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain 

    608-422-0100  

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain Legion 501 Chaplain 



 

 

Severson-Cairns Post No.501 
American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P .O. BOX 14255 

Madison, WI    53708-0255 

 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 

Legion  - $42.00, mail to:  
American Legion Post 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

SAL - $14.00, mail to: 
Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to: 
American Legion Unit 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14343 
Madison WI  53708-0343 
 

Post location: 
105 Dempsey Road, Madison 
 

Post Phone Number: 
608-244-7716 

Moving? 
Please let us know of your  

address change. Call or email us 

at- post501@wipost501.org  

Return Service Requested 

 

Sorry, but due to the COVID-19 virus 

the following are cancelled for  

January and February. 
 

SATURDAY BREAKFAST. 
 

The monthly Cards, Coffee  

and Donuts Get Together. 
 

 

We miss seeing our good friends at these fun 

events and we are hopeful to be able to see 

you all when the restrictions are lifted. 
  

Stay careful, safe and well. 

Moving?    Snow Bird?  
Please let us know of your address change. 

Contact the Post at  608-244-7716 or email us  

of the change at post501@wipost501.org  

 

KOSHER DONUTS 

2017, 2018, 2019 
BEST OF MADISON 

GOLD WINNER-BAKERY 
 

1402 REGENT ST. 
608-257-1151 

 
5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD. 

608-416-5544 

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE 

Please Visit  

www.madisonlegionpost501.org  
for the latest Post event updates. 


