608-244-7716

Post Email address
post501@wipost501.org

Visit our Web Page
www.madisonlegionpost501.org

Special Points of Interest:

31 December
Post 501 New Years Eve Party
From 11AM to 5PM, NY’s at 4PM
Everyone Welcome!

8 January
Post and Unit Meeting 7pm

11 January
Post Breakfast , 730-11 AM.
Public Welcome.

11 January
Meat Raffle 3-5 pm at Tully’s
on Monona Drive.

16 January
Post 501 Coffee, Cards & Donuts
9 AM—Noon, All invited. See back Pg.

16-19 January
Mid-Winter Conference, Baraboo.

21 January
40&8 Promenade at Post 481

23 January
Dane County Meeting
Base Camp, Mazomanie.

25 January
House Committee Mtg. at 8:30 AM,
Executive Committee Mtg. at 9AM.

25 January
Meat Raffle 3-5 pm at Tully’s.

2 February
Super Bowl Party at Post 501,
All Welcome! See back page.

8 February
Post Breakfast , 730-11 AM.

8 February
Meat Raffle 3-5 pm at Tully’s.

12 February
Post/ and Unit Meeting 7 PM.
Legionnaire & Volunteer of the Year
Voting, Active Members only to Vote.
Initiation of new members and those not
before, includes a certificate & items.
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THE ACTION POST

COMMANDER’'S COLUMN

Christmas and New Year events will be passed by the time you read this
article and I hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas with your family and
friends.

The Post breakfast on the second Saturday of the month are down in
numbers attending, could you members please come and have breakfast and
support your Post. In the coming months you will see that the Post will be
having events, I ask that you attend and support the Post.

I would like to thank Keith, Phil, Gene, Dan Kerkman, Becky, Sandy
Lovell, William and Christine Robbins, Gene Call, Ken Hanson & Nicole
Hanson, Jerry Schultz, Thomas Nord, John Scott, Darrell AJ Feucht And
Alley, Barb Johnson and all the others for the much needed help at our Post

The Post website is up and you should check it out, go to
www.madisonlegionpost501.org. This is great way to see the Post and what
the Post does. This site is always being updated; I want to thank William and

out, you should. We are one of three Posts that update at least weekly.
If you want to pay your dues for life, you can go to Paid up for life (PUFL)

site to www.legion.org/pufl or call 1-800-433-3318 at National for enrollment.
If you are interested in PUFL, check the site, I hear some people get it for less

money. (Continued on page 2)

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Happy New Year, I hope 2020 brings you peace and joy. As we wrapped
up the year, we reflected upon all that was accomplished in our community by
Unit 501. I sincerely thank each person who participated in 501
programs. Individually everyone’s actions make a difference, collectively we
create change.

We had fantastic attendance at our December potluck and meeting, this

made me extremely happy! In 2020, we will continue to meet at 7 PM on the
second Wednesday of each month, with our first one on January 8"

Thank you to Betty Ingwell who spearheaded the Christmas Stockings for
the VA Hospital again this year. Betty worked hard to ensure that we had
enough hand made stockings, and then on December 10", we stuffed and
delivered stockings to our hospitalized veteran's this holiday season. Thank
you to everyone who donated items for the VA Hospital in our box at the post.
We had a great group of people show up to stuff and deliver the stockings.

(Continued on page 2)
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Commander’s column continued from pg 1-

The American Legion Law Enforcement candidate
award is due at the Post meeting on 08 January 2020.
Also, the Fire Fighter, EMT and Enlisted National
Guard/Reservist awards. These awards are done every
year to honor our first responders, if you have a
candidate and need help with the award, contact the Post.

If you have anything that you think could be put in the
newsletter let me know. Also, if you know of any
business that would like to advertise in the newsletter
contact the Post for rates. We need your help in this

If you move to a new address, please get your new
information to us so we can keep sending your bulletin
and information. Also, if you get sick or hospitalized, we
can send a card or visit you. I really feel bad when a
member passes and we find out after the funeral. Call the
Post—we are a legion family.

You can contribute for our Veterans—remember that
The American Legion “OPERATION COMFORT
WARRIORS” turns financial donations into gifts for
recovering service members in warrior transition units
across the country and around the world. The gifts help
ease the warrior’s recovery by providing items not
generally covered by the U. S. Government. 100% of
OCW donations go toward the purchase of comfort
items. ocw(@legion.org for more information. The legion

Your 2019 Legion card is now expired. Your 2020
card is waiting for you that have not renewed. If you
have not renewed, I will buy you the member a breakfast
at the Post on 11 January 2020. Remember, we are all
recruiters for The American Legion. We all should have
an application in our wallet. Please check Post website
www.madisonlegionpost 501.org, Commander’s Call
icon for important information from state legion.

I have asked for your comments if we should continue
the Post Monthly Breakfast. Today, only a couple of
comment. The few that do the breakfast are tired. Your
Comments?

The Legionnaire and Volunteer of the year voting is
set for 12 February 2020 at Post meeting, come and vote
for your person.

I am still looking for help in the kitchen for monthly
breakfast. Also, help with Finance and other positions at
the Post. Post Elections in May 2020, if you have
questions contact the Post. This is your Post get
involved.

Super Bowl Party at Post 501 on 02 February 2020.
Come and see your Post and history room.

If you need a legion cap, (Continued to the right —>)

Auxiliary President’s Message continued from pg 1-

We continue our meat raffle every other Saturday at
Tully’s. We can use volunteers for this, both sitting and
walking positions are available. Please connect with me
to sign up. The next dates are: January 11, January 25,
February 8, and February 22,

I look forward to 2020 with hope and confidence our

unit will continue to succeed in serving our community
and our veteran's.

Peace.
Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President
608-513-2725

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP

I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year. Now that the holidays are over with, please pay your
2020 dues now.

Renewals are coming in slow and we have a few more to
get in. Our goal is 66 for year 2020. We have 73 paid,
which is 71%.

Start the new year by renewing your dues, they
will become past due soon.

Membership for the American Legion Auxiliary is
open to the grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, di-
rect and adopted female descendants of members of The
American Legion or a deceased veteran who would
have been eligible for the Legion. Direct descendants
refers to: daughters and granddaughters. Because of a
change, great-granddaughters, and other direct descen-
dants are no longer eligible to join the ALA.

Our 3rd District is in second place for membership, this is
good.

We have many things happening at the Post, read you bul-
letin and come and join the many of the members in what’s
happening, enjoy some fun.

Ellie Paulson, Unit Membership Chairman.

we have caps from size 6 1/8—6 ', these will be sold real
cheap. I have ordered size 7 Y4 and 7 % sizes, these will be
new. Also, Post has Post 501 caps and windbreakers for
sale.

The Legion Act allows Veterans that entered service

from 07 December 1941 to present to join The American
Legion with honorable discharge. Members—I know you
know Vets that could join, get out and ask them to join.
There is a few of us that recruit, you the rest need to get
going and recruit. This Post does a lot for Veterans support
and family type help.

Remember without you the member there will be no

“ACTION POST”.

Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander
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LEGION MEMBERSHIP

I’m happy to report that we are at 88% of our membership
goal for 2020. That’s great. A big THANKS to all members
who have renewed their membership for 2020 and a big
WELCOME to our new members to the Post. You all helped
get us there.

To those who have not renewed for 2020 yet, please do so
soon as your membership has lapsed and we don’t want to
lose you. Remember that membership numbers are important
when the Legion goes to our State and National lawmakers to
fight for your benefits as well as just being a member helps
to support our many great programs. A dues notice reminder
will be mailed from National this month to those who have
not renewed for 2020. If you get one, please renew your
membership immediately. You can pay your dues by mail,
online by card at www.legion.org by clicking on the “Renew
Your Membership” box, or why not come into the Post on
January 11™ and join us for the Breakfast and enjoy some
good food, good fellowship.

If you have a problem paying your dues because of
financial or health issues please contact me, we can help.
Also, if you have any questions on your membership, contact
Cmdr Tom or myself at the Post, or me at home at 839-1975.

Keith Lovell, Membership Chairman

MEAT RAFFLES
January 11th & 25th
Starting at 3PM

Tully’s 1l on Monona Dr.
All Proceeds go to Post & Auxiliary 501.

SERVICE OFFICER REPORT

First off, I would like to thank all of you for the gen-
erous donation of $150 to the Madison College 10™
Mountain Adopt-a-platoon and the Outpost 422 mission.
Your donation will be used to deliver care packages to
the Bravo Troop 6-6 CAV in Afghanistan serving at For-
ward Operating Base Fenty. As a member of the 10"
Mountain Division Association, the privilege to adopt
platoons was granted through 10" Mountain Division
support services who reached out to members through
email to assist. We are in full swing and will be sending
out our Christmas cheer Dec. 9 to make the Christmas
deadline. The postal service has a free APO AP “Military
Package Kit,” which gives away ten boxes and mailing
tape for free. The only cost is shipping and handling. For
more information please visit the www.usps.com web-
site.

Bradley Burt, Service Officer

Drop in to participate or just enjoy the fun!

J

CONGRATULATION WINNERS
November Breakfast Winner — Dan Krause
November Meeting 50/50 — Dustin Sheridan
December Breakfast Winner — Alvin Spoem

December Meeting 50/50 — Bud Mautz

These drawings are meant to encourage attendance at
our Breakfast and Post Meetings as well as to give
something back to those in attendance making
participation more fun.

Auxiliary Unit 501 December Meeting.
Pictured L-R are Mo, Carol, Ellie, Nicole, Cindy, Ann, Sandy, Betty, Millie, Mary, Sonja, Linda.
Picture by President Rebecca.
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HISTORY REPORT
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk

28 January 1915 - U. S. Coast Guard Birthday.
Happy Birthday.

09 January 1945 - U. S. 6™ Army lands at Lingayen
Gulf on Luzon in the Philippines.

18 January 1942 - German-Japanese-Italian agreement
signed in Berlin for WW11.

30 January 1995 - The American Legion announces ac-
ceptance of ’scaled-down exhibit* without political com-
mentary for the Enola Gay, ending the greatest contro-
versy in the Smithsonian Institute’s 149 year history.

31 January 1955 - End of Korea War

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR DONATION

The Post has just been notified that our roof over the
entrance deck needs immediate attention.

This needs attention now to avoid leakage into the
building. The estimated cost per bids received is
$7,000.00. Any donation to this project by our Post
members would be greatly appreciated.

Give what you can. Have a Happy New Year.

Phil Ingwell, Finance Officer.

ke ok e ok e ok e ok e ok e ok e ok ok Aok ok ok ke
*x IN MEMORIUM

Post 501 extends its condolences to the family of;

Michael B Graff 26 yr. PUFL member
26 November 2019 WWII Veteran

May he rest in peace with the thanks of a
grateful nation for the services he performed for
our Country and the American Legion.
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metrocs
market

6010 Cottage Grove Road
Madison, WI 53718
Phone : 608-223-0939
www.metromarket.net

SWEEPSTAKES TIME AGAIN

_ As you read this month’s
Tlcl{“' g newsletter, you will find 2 pages
iﬂ ../ 4 of Sweepstakes tickets from the
= Post. The money from the sweep-
stakes funds the Veteran Affairs
& Rehab and Children & Youth
programs like School awards, Badger Boys State,
R.O.T.C., Dane County Government Day, Reading is
Fundamental (RIF) for schools and Madison Impact Le-
gion Baseball Program.

You the member can buy these tickets or sell them
and send the tickets/money back to the Post. The Person
does not need to be a legionnaire, relative and friends
are ok. The sweepstakes is VERY important to Post
501, if we don’t get enough funds, some of these pro-
grams will be cut. Now how would you feel, if school
awards is cut and your child or grandchild does not get
their award. I present these awards and the students are
very grateful and want a photo with award.

The sweepstakes prize money was raised, so all of us
members need to buy or sell the tickets you receive and
if tickets are needed contact the Post. The drawing will
be at Legion Birthday Dinner on 21 March 2020 at 8
PM. You do not need to be present to win. I say again,
the success of this program depends with US, THE
MEMBERS of the Post. Will you step up and support

Note: Last year we had a member buy $300.00 in
tickets, this year he will not be able to do that again. IF
each member would buy $20.00 worth total of 12 tick-
ets, | would not have to “BEG” you the member to sup-
port our programs. A few of you support us the Post
each month—I thank you!

Commander Thomas and Jerry Schultz

UNDERSON

Funeral Home
& Crematory

THE GUNDERSON FAMILY SINCE 1922
INDEPENDENT AND FAMILY OWNED

Department of Defense Authorized Provider
in the Military Funeral Honors Program




Legion 501 Chaplain

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain

IS RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AT RISK?
“Religious liberty is the defining challenge of the 21% century”
Sam Brownback — US Ambassador at Large for
International Religious Freedom

Dear Legionnaires,

Welcome to January, 2020! WW I ended with the resolve that it would be
the war to end all wars. Despite numerous peace initiatives during the
following decades, the world found itself in an even more destructive war
which ended in 1945. The 21* Century now sees another challenge facing
our nation and the world. It is the decline of religious freedom. The rise of
secularism has no place for the foundation of a free, religious society. Let
me explain through recent developments how this danger to religious
freedom is unfolding.

Last July the US State Department held its second annual conference
called the Ministerial to Advance Religious Freedom. At that conference
Secretary of State Pompeo announced the creation of an International
Religious Freedom Alliance. Its mission is to find ways to promote the most
basic human rights. He said that religious freedom is among those basic
rights. He further stated that abusers who violated that right should be held
accountable. A Pew Research Center study reported that government
restrictions on religion rose from 2007 to 2017 and that 52 nations have
imposed increasingly greater restrictions on the exercise of religion. To note
a few examples, it is well known that the Chinese government has
persecuted Christians, Tibetan Buddhists, and Uighur Muslims. The same
can be said of the North Korean government.

To further illustrate that the free exercise of religion is in decline,
Attorney General William Barr presented some interesting observations in a
speech at Notre Dame last Fall. In that speech he noted disturbing trends that
show a diminishing place of religion in America. First, he noted that a
waning of religion is leaving more of our citizens vulnerable to an increasing
role that government plays in everyday life. Secondly, secularism is taking
over as a kind of religion of its own. By this he means that a secular view
lacks anything that suggests there is a moral value anchored in religion.
Those suggesting otherwise are at odds with secularists. The Attorney
General hints that secularism is at the base of many of today’s problems
such as drug addiction and the breakdown of the family unit. It is well
established by the founders of our nation that the role of religion is central in
cultivating a morality among citizens who are capable of self governing.
This has been affirmed in Washington’s Farewell address of 1796.

The secularists view of morality is that government can solve all the
problems that humans face. If you have a drug addiction problem,
government can set up safe drug injection sites. The solution to the
breakdown of the family unit is to set up a host of social programs to deal
with the wreckage.

So, what is the answer to the chaotic mess we have in today’s society?
Consider, as one answer, the roots of religion that have come about through
the religious teachings which are our heritage. John Adams wrote that our
Constitution was made for a moral and religious people. Perhaps Franklin D.
Roosevelt, 32" President, describes religion best when he wrote that “...we
need the sustaining buttressing aid of those great ethical religious teachings
which are the heritage of our modern civilization. For not upon strength nor
upon power, but upon the spirit of God shall our democracy be founded.”

May we continue to pray for our ill and departed Legionnaires and their
families.
Ray McCool. Post Chaplain

A new year is here, wow, 2020. It is hard

to realize we are 20 years into the new century.

I hope everyone had a great Christmas and

New Years holiday remembering what the

holiday is really about, caring and giving to
others. Have a blessed and healthy New Year.

We, Auxiliary Unit 501, met at the VA on
December 10" to stuff and distribute the
Christmas stockings we made for the Veterans.
We delivered 75 stockings to various floors at
the hospital with smiles and many thanks from
the Veterans. They were all happy to see us
and receive a small gift from Unit 501, perhaps
the only one some of them may receive. I want
to thank everyone who took time out of their
busy days to help with this project. Participants
were: Ellie Paulson, Ann Nord, Cindy
Huemmer, Becky and Sandy Lovell, Jeanette
Pochebut, Joyce and Leo Endres and Phil and
Betty Ingwell.

Our meat raffle is going well and I thank all
who are taking part in this fundraiser. The
money earned goes to help pay for our Veteran
projects, the reason for our existence. If you
would like to help with this project, please call
me or President Becky for days available. A
special thanks to Sheri at Tully’s Restaurant
for allowing us do to this raffle at her
restaurant.

God’s Love for us never grows smaller or
larger, his love is always there even in our
darkest moments. He loves us for what we are.

A QUIET PRAYER FOR YOU:

Father, thank you for each and every day

you have blessed us here on earth. Thank
you for your tender mercies. Thank you for
giving us friends and family to share joys
ands sorrows with. I ask you to bless my
friends, relatives, brothers and sisters in
Christ and those I care deeply for, who are
reading this right now. Where there is joy,
give them continued joy. Where there is
pain or sorrow, give them your peace and
mercy, where there is self-doubt, release a
renewed confidence. Where there is need,
fulfill their needs. Bless their homes,
families, finances, their goings and their
Let us always pray for one
another. God, thank you for adopting us
and making us family. In Jesus name.
Amen.

comings.

Have Peace, Joy and Be Safe,
Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain
608-422-0100




MEMBERSHIP DUES

Legion -$42.00, mail to:
American Legion Post 501
Membership Chairman
P.O. Box 14255

Madison WI 53708-0255

SAL - $14.00, mail to:

Sons of the American Legion
P.O. Box 14255

Madison W1 53708-0255

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to:
American Legion Unit 501
Membership Chairman
P.O. Box 14343

Madison W1 53708-0343

Post location:
105 Dempsey Road, Madison

Post Phone Number:
608-244-7716
Moving?
Please let us know of your
address change. Call or email us
at- post501@wipost501.org

Severson-Cairns Post No.501
American Legion
American Legion Auxiliary

Sons of the American Legion
P .0. BOX 14255
Madison, WI  53708-0255

Return Service Requested

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE

2017, 2018, 2019
BEST OF MADISON
GOLD WINNER-BAKERY

1402 REGENT ST.
608-257-1151

BAKERY

KOSHER DONUTS

5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD.

608-416-5544

Moving? Snow Bird?
Please let us know of your address change.
Contact the Post at 608-244-7716 or email us
of the change at post501@wipost501.org

We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Bradley M Stepp
Financial Advisor
5950 Seminole Centre Ct
Suite 100

Fitchburg, WI 53711
608-270-9064

www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Member SIPC

Post 501
Super Bowl Party
Sunday, February 2nd, Game Time.

Food, Fun and More.
Watch the Game and have a great time with us.

This is a Fundraiser for Keith Lovell’s Campaign
for Department Vice Commander.
Please show your support.

Post 501°s Monthly Comradeship,
Cards, Coffee and Donuts Get Together
is scheduled for

Thursday, January 16th,
9 AM till Noon.
All members, veterans and Active/Reserve/National
Guard service personnel are invited to stop by,
if only for a few minutes just to say "HI !".




