
 

 

Special Points of  Interest: 
 

Note:  
Events subject to change due to the 
Virus and mask could be required.  
Zoom Post meetings are available.  

 

2 February 
S.A.L. 501 Meeting, 6:30 PM. 

 

9 February 
Post Meeting at 7 PM,  

Zoom & in person, Vote on 
Legionnaire and Volunteer of the year. 

 

13 February 
Super Bowl Party at Post, 

Meatball Subs, see page 4 for info. 
 

15 February 
40/8 Meeting, 7 PM, Post 385 Verona. 

 

17 February 
Post Coffee/card playing, 9– Noon, 

Donuts by Greenbush Bakery. 
 

19 February 
ALA Unit 501 Meeting, 1 PM.  

 

24 February 
Dane County Council Meeting, 
at Post 385 in Verona, 7 PM.  

 

25 February 
Post Executive Meeting, 9 AM. 

 

9 March 
Post Meeting at 7 PM,  

Zoom & in person. 
 

12 March 
Corned Beef & Cabbage Carry Out 

Dinner, 4 PM till we run out, public 

welcome. See Page 4 more info. 
 

19 March 
Sweepstakes Drawing at 8PM, 

With Virtual showing of drawing. 
Tentative Post Birthday Dinner. 

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 

Madison, WI  53708-0255 

608-244-7716 

 Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 

    VIRUS CAUTION:  If you don’t want to attend the Post meetings, you 

can login to the program. Information comes from CDR on email. This 

another way to keep you informed. 

    Tentatively, on 12 March 2022 will be the Corned Beef and Cabbage 

CARRY OUT dinner from 4 PM until we run out at the Post.  Orders to be 

taken by phone (244-7716) day of event and Email orders to Post 

(post501@wipost501.org from 12 noon till 4 pm day of event.  Walk-ins 

WELCOME.  Additional information is on page 4 of this newsletter. 

    19 March 2022 is the Post Sweepstakes drawing at 8 PM.  Please read 

other parts of the newsletter for additional information.  This will be 

VIRTUAL SHOWING OF THE DRAWING.   

    9 February is the Post meeting and we will also be VIRTUAL. If you have 

any suggestions about the VIRTUAL Post meetings, please let me know. I 

thank all of you that attend the meetings. Vote for Legionnaire of the Year 

and Volunteer of year, come and Vote. We have a raffle drawing for a Post 

501 Jacket going on and I will be drawing the winner after the meeting.   

    Those that have 2021 Legion card it is now expired. Your 2022 card is 

waiting for you that have not renewed. Renew NOW!!!! I really need your 

RENEWAL as we lose members due to age and other things. 

    Please pay your dues and keep your continuous years in the legion. If you 

look at the Badger Legionnaire, you will see that    (Continued on page 2) 

    Winter is here, I hope you are all staying safe, healthy and warm.  When 

we met for our regular monthly meeting on January 23, we had 5 members 

present.  At our meeting, our discussion focused on yearly donations.  We 

decided to donated money to the following proven American Legion 

Auxiliary programs: the American Legion Auxiliary Department of 

Wisconsin Scholarship fund, the Veterans & Family Assistant fund, the 

Veterans Affairs and Rehab (VA&R) program support, the Children and 

Youth program support, and the National Auxiliary Emergency Fund.  We 

also decided to sponsor 3 girls for Badger Girls state for this summer.  In 

addition, we determined that we would donate to the 501 SAL for the 

purchase of their ALF (American Legion Family) dogs to be given out to 

children of deployed service members.  All of our hard work fundraising 

over the last year paid off when we are able to support such critical 

programs.  Our next meeting will be on Saturday February 19 at 1:00 PM.  I 

hope that I will be able to see you then.   

    Peace. 

    Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President,  608-513-2725 

February  2022 

Visit our Web Page 
www.madisonlegionpost501.org 
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Page 2 501 – The Action Post 

Commander’s column continued from pg 1- 
 

some members have 70 years. Paid-Up-For-Life 

certificates are given out. Paid Up For Life membership 

contact www.legion.org/pufl. 

    If you need a legion cap, we have caps from size 6 

1/8—6 ½ they sell cheap. Ordered 7 ¼ & 7 ½ also at 

new price. I now have new female legion covers 

available also. Windbreaker, shirts, jackets and Post 

caps are available at post.  Post has Legion items for 

sale show your pride in the Post. 

    If you don’t get any email from post, we don’t have 

your email. Please contact the post with email—thank 

you. Post email is www.post501@wipost501.org.  If 

you move or go on vacation, contact the Post. We stop 

or redirect your newsletter. Cost of postage is high. 

    19 March 2022 is the TENTATIVE date for the Post 

Birthday, Past Commander/Presidents Dinner. This 

TENTATIVE per the virus more to come later. 

    Still looking for help volunteers. Asst. Sgt of Arms, 

Badger Boys State Rep, Service Officer, Adjutant, lots 

of other jobs, these are needed now. If interested call 

the post 244-7716.  

    I would like to WELCOME the following new 

members to Post 501: Steve Walter, Carol Chapman, 

Noel Johnson, Gary Swan, Larry Sletten, Lorenzo 

Southall, Frederick Hineman WELCOME!!!! 

    NOTICE; ALL OFFICES are open for the May 2022 

Post Election. This is your post, come and run for 

office. 

    We have started to receive money/tickets for Post 

Sweepstakes. I Really thank those who replied-THANK 

YOU! Still need the rest of the members to buy the 

tickets so our legion programs can continue. Tickets are 

1 for $2.00 or 6 for $10.00.  Prizes have increased. 

Additional books at Post, call 244-7716 to order them. 

    MENTOR PROGRAM: I am looking for members 

that would be interested in working with “NEW” 

members.  You would be teamed up with NEW 

member and would be from same branch and time in 

service, if possible.  Contact member for meeting, Post 

events and help them to know the Post. Previously, if 

you recruited a member you would be their sponsor. 

Please let me know if interested.  

    Remember without you the member there would be 

NO action post. Please help your post. 
 

    Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander 

AUXILIARY UNIT 501 MEMBERSHIP 
 

    Hello out there, Unit 501 members. We still are waiting 

to hear from 14 of you on your 2022 dues. The Unit needs 

your support to continue all we do for Veterans. We cer-

tainly don’t want to see you dropped from our roster. You 

all are too important to us.  I will wait by the mailbox. 

Don’t disappoint your fellow members. 
 

    Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Membership Chairman 

    5002 Sudbury Way, Madison, WI. 53714. 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

MEMBERSHIP & NEWS 
    We are at 117% of our goal for 2022 memberships. 

That’s great and thank you all that have renewed or joined 

for the 2022 year.  

    Our next meeting is February 2nd at 6:30 PM  and 

we’ll have something to eat after the meeting and play 

bean-bag toss game. We will be planning two Brat & 

Burger events for April and June as fundraisers and are 

also talking about having an outing someplace to have 

fun. Open for discussion is a group visit to the Veteran 

Museum, fishing, air gun shooting or bowling, to name a 

few. So join us, we need your input.  
 

    Keith Lovell, S.A.L. Membership Chairman   

LEGION MEMBERSHIP 
    We are currently at 260 renewals for the 2022 

Membership year, for 90.9% and that’s great.  Thank you 

all who have renewed to date.  

    3rd renewal notice was sent out sometime after 12 

November 2021.  If you get one and have not renewed 

yet, please respond, If you have not renewed yet your 

membership is expired, So please renew now don't wait 

do it now.  You all are important to us at Post 501 and to 

other Veterans.  Remember you can also pay online 

at www.legion.org and can also apply for Paid Up For 

Life (PUFL) membership. This is also a great website to 

visit for information about the American Legion, our 

programs and what’s happening with Veteran’s Affairs.  

    If you have a problem paying your dues because of 

financial or health issues, Please contact me, we can help. 

If you have any Question Contact me at the Post or my 

home 608-630-0459.  
 

    Jerry Scalissi, Post Membership Chairman 

http://www.legion.org/pufl
http://www.post501@wipost501.org
http://www.legion.org/
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THIS DAY IN US/MILITARY HISTORY 
 

February 1, 1958:  First US satellite (Explorer I) is 

launched. 
 

February 9, 1971:  Satchel Paige becomes the first Afri-

can American nominated for the Baseball Hall of Fame. 
 

February 4, 1941:  United Service Organization (USO) 

founded. 
 

February 6, 1869:  Harper's Weekly publishes 1st picture 

of Uncle Sam with chin whiskers. 
 

February 15, 1989:  Soviet military occupation of Af-

ghanistan ends. 
 

February 23, 1945:  The Marines raise the American flag 

on Iwo Jima. 
 

February 24, 1868:  Andrew Johnson is the first US Presi-

dent to be impeached. He is acquitted by one vote. 
 

February 25, 1870:  Hiram Rhodes is sworn in as the first 

African American to serve in Congress. 
 

    Morris Sadicario, Post Historian 

SWEEPSTAKES TIME AGAIN 
 

    In your January newsletter, 

the post sent out sweepstakes 

tickets. The money from the 

sweepstakes goes for Veter-

ans Affairs & Rehab and 

Children & Youth program. 

In April, depends on VIRUS I present some of these 

awards, you could come with me to see the happy stu-

dents. School awards go to the 11 middle schools and 

Dane County Govt Day students from middle schools; 

I am always looking for help with these. I cannot make 

all the schools, so I have to have school principal give 

The American Legion awards. This is a great way for 

the students to see us Veterans helping them. Funds are 

spent on  R.O.T.C. awards and Veterans in need. 

Please buy the tickets or sell them to relatives or oth-

ers. If you need more, I can get them to you. I say 

again, the success of this program is with us the MEM-

BERS of the post. Will you step up and support this 

program????? 

    Thank You. 
 

    Commander Thomas 

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
 

    This award is provided to any person that is not a 

Legionnaire, Sons of the Legion or Auxiliary. This per-

son (child under parent supervision) who volunteered 

during the year at Severson-Cairns Post 501. This in-

cludes post breakfast, Brats & Burgers, garage sales, 

post dinners and other ways supporting Post 501. Vot-

ing by post legionnaires will be as follows: The Com-

mander will ask for nominations from individual mem-

bers to be placed on a voting list board. The Sgt of 

Arms/Asst Sgt of Arms shall give voting ballots for 

voting.  When the voting is complete, the ballots will 

be counted. A motion to destroy the ballots shall be 

entertained by the Commander and must be kept for 30 

days. It shall be the duty of the Sergeant at Arms/

Assistant to keep the results of the balloting a secret.  

The name (s) of the winner (s) will be given to the 

Commander in sealed envelope. Commander will have 

names (s) inscribed on a brass plate for attaching to the 

Volunteer of the Year plaque. This award is normally 

voted on in February and presented at Post Birthday 

Dinner in March.  Volunteer of the Year certificate will 

be filled out and presented to winner(s).   

 LEGIONNAIRE OF THE YEAR 
 

    Election procedure: At the time of the election, the Post 

Sergeant of Arms/Assistant will distribute paper ballots to 

members present. The Commander will ask for nomina-

tions from individual member to be placed on a voting list 

board.  When the voting is complete, the ballots will be 

counted. A motion to destroy the ballots shall be enter-

tained by the Commander and must be kept for 30 days. It 

shall be the duty of the Sergeant at Arms/Assistant to 

keep the results of the balloting a secret.  The name (s) of 

the winner (s) will be given to the Commander in sealed 

envelope. Commander will have names (s) inscribed on a 

brass plate for attaching to the Legionnaire of the Year 

plaque board. This award is normally voted on in Febru-

ary and presented at Post Birthday Dinner in March.  Le-

gionnaire of the Year certificate will be filled out and pre-

sented to winner(s).   

Wisconsin American Legion website: www.wilegion.org 
 

American Legion On line Membership Renewal 

www.legion.org 
 

Paid-Up-For-Life (PUFL): www.legion.org/pufl 
 

Veterans Crisis Hotline: 1-800-273-8255, Press 1  

or text 838255 
 

Dane County Veterans Service Office 608-266-4158 

http://www.wilegion.org
http://www.legion.org
http://www.legion.org/pufl
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Please Visit Our Website At: 
 

www.madisonlegionpost501.org  
 

For the latest on Post 501 updates,  event information, 

copies of our newsletters and many great photos. 

 
And Our Facebook page is: 

 

American Legion POST 501 

FOUR CHAPLAINS DAY 

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 7TH 
 

    Early on Feb. 3, 1943, an enemy torpedo struck the Army 

transport Dorchester as it carried 902 officers and enlisted 

men, Navy armed guard, merchant seamen and civilian 

workers in the North Atlantic. The Coast Guard cutter escorts 

Comanche and Escanaba rescued 230 men. As Dorchester 

took on water, four Army chaplains – Lt. George L. Fox 

(Methodist), Lt. Alexander D. Goode (Jewish), Lt. John P. 

Washington (Roman Catholic), and Lt. Clark V. Poling 

(Dutch Reformed) – calmed frightened soldiers, aided the 

wounded and guided the disoriented toward safety. On deck, 

they opened a storage locker and began distributing life jack-

ets. When there were no more available, the chaplains re-

moved their life jackets and gave them to four young men. 

“It was the finest thing I have seen or hope to see this side of 

heaven,” said John Ladd, a survivor. As the ship went down, 

men in rafts saw the four chaplains, arms linked and braced 

against the slanting deck, singing hymns and praying.  

    Congress attempted to confer the Medal of Honor on the 

chaplains but was prevented by strict requirements of hero-

ism under fire. It authorized a one-time posthumous Special 

Medal for Heroism, awarded by President Eisenhower in 

1961; it was intended to have the same weight and impor-

tance as the Medal of Honor.  

    How we remember them Every year, American Legion 

posts nationwide commemorate the selfless acts of the Four 

Chaplains on or near Feb. 3, designated Four Chaplains Day 

by Congress in 1948. Through interfaith services, memorial 

ceremonies and other solemn events, members of the Ameri-

can Legion Family lead their communities in honoring the 

chaplains and 668 other men who died when Dorchester 

sank.   

    Founded in 1951, the Chapel of Four Chaplains in Phila-

delphia encourages and supports these observances, and rec-

ognizes selfless service to community, nation and humanity 

through its Legion of Honor award program.  

CONGRATULATION WINNERS 
 

Meeting 50/50 winners 

December 2021  -  Steve Walters 

January 2022  -  George Gosda 

COMING IN MARCH 
Mark you calendar for: 

 

CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE DINNER 
*Tentatively* Saturday 12 MARCH  

 

This will be a Carry Out Only Dinner 

 

 
 

Corned Beef, Cabbage,  

Potatoes, Carrots,  

Bread and Dessert. 
 

 
*** Please note, due to the current high price and  

availability of the Corned Beef, this meal is  

tentative and may be cancelled.  

(Our cost is 2-3 times that of last year, if available.)   

Meal cost and more details in the March newsletter. 
 

Time - 4 PM UNTIL WE RUN OUT 
 

Phone in orders that day to 244-7716  

Email orders that day from noon till 4PM 

to   post501@wipost501.org 

Walk-ins welcome 
 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 501 

105 DEMPSEY ROAD, MADISON 

EAST SIDE CLUB 

31ST ANNUAL CHILI COOK OFF 
 

Saturday 26 FEBRUARY 
 

Doors open at 10:00 AM 
 

There is No Admission Fee 

 

Great fun for all ages!  

With Music, Raffles, Awesome Chili,  

Hot Dogs for sale and Drink Specials. 
 

You can also purchase a wristband for $5.00  

to sample all of the Cookers Chili. 
 

The East Side Club is located at  

3735 Monona Drive, Madison 

SUPER BOWL PARTY at Post 501 
Sunday 13 FEBRUARY  -  Game starts at 5:30PM. 

 food & drinks available. 

Meatball Subs available starting at 4 PM for a donation, 

carry out available. 



Words of Wisdom from Samuel Walter Foss? 
 

Dear Legionnaires, 

    Here we are in 2022 and, what a year we have just completed!  

I’ve wondered if we really want to have a repeat of what 

transpired in 2021. There was a lot of tragedy that does not need 

repeating in this column.  Reading the papers or listening to the 

news says it all.  So let, in this column, start the new year on a 

positive note since the negative news will surely rear its ugly 

head soon enough.   

    A good place to ease into the new year is to take a look at the 

classic poem, House By the Side of the Road by Samuel Walter 

Foss.  Samuel Foss gives us a perspective that we could all use 

by simply taking a deep breath as we try to reconstruct what has 

happened this past tumultuous year and try to get a handle on 

how we can move peacefully into 2022.  Foss, a native of 

Candia New Hampshire, was born June 19, 1858 and died 

February 26, 1911.  He worked on his father’s farm and 

eventually was able to graduate from Brown University in 1882.  

He worked as a librarian at the Sommerville Public Library 

in1898.  He wrote poems for the local newspaper.  Five volumes 

of his works were published.   

    Let us take a page from the writings of Foss and make 2022 a 

memorable one that sees a beginning of a peaceful year 

following the tumultuous one that we have gone through.  To 

quote from Foss consider the following; 

      “Let me live in my house by the side of the road 

       Where the race of men go by 

       They are good, they are bad, they are weak  

       They are strong, wise, foolish, so am I… Let 

       Me live in my house by the side of the road 

        And be a friend to man.” 
 

    May we continue to pray for our ill and deceased 

Legionnaires and their family and friends. 

    Ray McCool,  Post Chaplain  

    February is not only the month for valentine’s 

day when we show love and affection to our 

loved ones, it is also Heart Month. Your heart is 

the most important organ in your body. We all 

need to keep it ticking for us to continue our 

service as Unit 501 members. We hope everyone 

takes this seriously and eats right and exercise 

when you can. The exercise doesn’t have to be 

strenuous. Many of us at times overlook the 

need to take care of our heart.  

    Our Auxiliary meetings have not had good 

attendance lately enough to have a quorum 

present to conduct official business. With 

weather and this everlasting Covid, we 

understand. Hopefully, there is a light at the end 

of the tunnel so we can again gather in person. 

We all know these have been trying times. Let’s 

keep the faith. Tomorrow will be better. 

Everything is in God’s hands and whatever plans 

he has for us. There is a beginning, our birth 

date, (dash) and the end. What is important is 

what we do with the dash between those dates. 

God has given us that space (time) to do what 

we choose to do. It is up to each of us to use that 

time productively and help others the best we 

can. I plan to continue doing everything I can to 

help where and when I can. 

    Everyone must be doing ok health wise, 

which is good as I haven’t heard about any 

illnesses. Great. Enjoy and savor each day as 

you awake in the morning, a new day a new 

dawning, a new day to think positive. God Bless 

you all. 
 

    May God grant you the Serenity to 

prioritizes the things you cannot delegate, 

the Courage to say no when you need to, and 

the Wisdom to know when to go to God-the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit as the 

Valentines of God, his special people of love, 

humor, joy and smiles. Wake up with a song 

in your Heart. Give me a pure heart so that I 

may see Thee. A humble heart, so that I may 

hear Thee. A heart full of love so that I may 

serve Thee. A heart of faith so that I may 

abide in Thee. Amen. 
 

    Let God through his Son, Jesus Christ, give 

you the strength, the joy and the peace that only 

he can give.  

    Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain  
    608-422-0100  

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain Legion 501 Chaplain 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gunderson Family since 1922 

Independent and Family Owned 

Department of Defense Authorized Provider in 
the Military Funeral Honors Program 



 

 

Severson-Cairns Post No.501 
American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P .O. BOX 14255 

Madison, WI    53708-0255 

 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 

Legion  - $42.00, mail to:  
American Legion Post 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

SAL - $14.00, mail to: 
Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to: 
American Legion Unit 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

Post location: 
105 Dempsey Road, 
Madison WI 
 

Post Phone Number: 
608-244-7716 

Moving? 
Please let us know of your  

address change. Call or email us 

at- post501@wipost501.org  

Return Service Requested 

Moving?    Snow Bird?  
Please let us know of your address change. 

Contact the Post at  608-244-7716 or email us  

of the change at post501@wipost501.org  

 

KOSHER DONUTS 

2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 
and 2021 

BEST OF MADISON 
GOLD WINNER-BAKERY 

 

1402 REGENT ST. 
608-257-1151 

 

5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD. 
608-416-5544 

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE 

Sorry, but due to the continuing 

COVID-19 virus issues, our Saturday 

Breakfasts are cancelled for now. 

Post 501’s Monthly Cards,  

Comradeship, Coffee and Donuts 
 

Thursday, February 17th, 

9 AM till Noon. 
Donuts by Greenbush Bakery.  

 

All members, veterans and Active/Reserve/National 

Guard service personnel are invited to stop by, if only 

for a few minutes just to say "HI !" 

Please Visit  

www.madisonlegionpost501.org  
for the latest Post event updates. 


