
 

 

Special Points of  Interest: 
 

2 February 
Super Bowl Party at Post 501, 
All Welcome! See back page. 

 

8 February 
Post Breakfast , 730-11 AM. 

Public welcome, Help needed.  
 

12 February 
Post and Unit Meetings,  

Vote for Legionnaire & Volunteer 
of the Year, 7PM. 

 Initiation of new members at 6PM 
 

18 February 
40&8 Promenade at Post 501 

 

20 February 
 Post 501 Coffee, Cards & Donuts 

9 AM—Noon, All invited. See back Pg. 
 

22 February 
Meat Raffle 3-5 pm at Tully’s  

on Monona Drive. 
 

27 February 
 Dane County Meeting 

Post 279 Marshall. 
 

29 February 
Executive Committee Mtg. at 9AM. 

 

7 March 
Meat Raffle at Tully’s 3-5PM. 

 

11 March 
Post and Unit Meetings, 7PM 

 

14 March 
Post Breakfast , 730-11 AM. 

Public welcome.  
 

14 March 
Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner, 

4PM till we run out. Public welcome.  
 

19 March 
 Post 501 Coffee, Cards & Donuts 

9 AM—Noon, All invited.  
 

21 March 
Birthday Dinner & Sweepstakes drawing. 

Reservations required for dinner.  

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 

Madison, WI  53708-0255 

608-244-7716 

 Severson-Cairns Post No. 501 

     Our breakfast this past month has gone well but your support is still 

needed. The next BREAKFAST is 08 February from 730-11 AM. Please 

spread the word about the breakfast event on the second Saturday of the 

month. Thank you to volunteers Keith Lovell, Ken and Nicole Hanson, Gene 

Call, William and Chris Robbins, John Scott, Becky, Phil, Darrell AJ Feucht 

and Alley for your help. 

    Our next dinner is March 14th, 2020 and will be the Corned Beef and 

Cabbage dinner from 4 PM till we run out at the Post. Please come to eat and 

enjoy your Post.   

    Then on 21 March 2020 is the Birthday/Past Cdr/Past Presidents dinner. 

Social at 5 PM, 6 Dinner and sweepstakes drawing is at 8 PM. Guest speaker 

to talk.  Please read other parts of the newsletter for additional information and 

Reservations are required for the food.    

    February 12th at the Post meeting, we will be voting for Legionnaire and 

Volunteer of the Year. Come and say thank you to your person by voting for 

them.  

    Your 2019 Legion card is now expired. Your 2020 card is waiting for you 

that have not renewed. Renew NOW, if you the member renews, at the Post 

monthly breakfast, I will buy you the member breakfast.  Renew, so I have to 

buy!!!!                (Continued on page 2) 

    We held our regular monthly business meeting on January 8th, with about 8 

members in attendance.  We discussed, distributed, and approved our yearly 

donations to the various proven programs of The American Legion 

Auxiliary.  Some of the donations that Unit 501 made include:  Homeless 

Female Veterans Grant Fund, Veterans Creative Arts Festival, Veterans & 

Family Assistance Fund, Middleton VA Hospital, Children & Youth 

programs, Support to Military Families for active duty military, National Child 

Welfare Foundation, and the National Auxiliary Emergency Fund.  Our next 

regular monthly business meeting will be Wednesday February 12th at 7:00 

PM. 

    I would love to see you at the Super Bowl Party on Sunday February 2nd, 

we will be raising funds for Keith Lovell's Campaign for Department Vice 

Commander for 2020-2021.  We will have food, games, and fun.  Lots of time 

to socialize and enjoy the company of other members of our 501 Legion 

Family.                                (Continued on page 2) 
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Page 2 501 – The Action Post 

Commander’s column continued from pg 1- 
 

    If you have not paid your dues to the legion, please 

pay them and keep your continuous years in the legion. 

If you look at the Badger Legionnaire, you will see that 

some members have 70 years. This is one of the awards 

that are presented at the birthday dinner. Paid-Up-For-

Life certificates are given then also. Paid Up For Life 

membership contact www.legion.org/pufl. 

    If you need a Legion cap, we have caps from size 6 

1/8—6 ½ and they sell cheap. Ordered 7 ¼ & 7 ½ also at 

new price. I now have new female Legion covers 

available also. Windbreaker and Post caps are available 

at Post. 

    Please support the MEAT raffle at Tully’s on Monona 

Drive 22 Feb 2020 from 3-5 PM. Help is needed. 

    Super Bowl Party at Post on 02 February at 4 PM. 

Check Post website www.madisonlegionpost501.org for 

more details. We had a great time last year. Thanks to 

Christine and William Robbins, Jerry Schultz and others 

that attended. 

    If you don’t get any email from Post, we don’t have 

your email. Please contact the Post with email—thank 

you. Post email is www.post501@wipost501.org. 

    Our renter has a restaurant located at 305 N. 4th Street 

near East High School off of East Washington Ave. If 

you are looking for some place to eat please try it. Name 

is EL SABOR DE PUEBLA Restaurant. 

    Post 501 monthly card and coffee on Thursday, 20 

February 2020 from 9 till noon. All welcome. 

    Still looking for help with breakfast and other jobs that 

need volunteers. Madison Vets Council member, is 

needed now. If interested call the Post at 244-7716.  

    I would like to WELCOME the following new 

members to Post 501: John Bonnell, Paul Reilly, Robert 

Dubeau, Edwin Baltes, Steven Bassett, Ken Brunner. 

WELCOME!!!! 

    On 21 December 2019, Post 501 Legionnaires had to 

conducted the Dane County Oratorical Scholarship 

program due to no other Post could help. I thank the 

following: Keith Lovell, Phil Ingwell, Bud Mautz, Ken 

Hanson, John Scott, Rick Bressett, Becky Lovell, Gene 

Sheets, Darrell AJ Feucht, Eric Feuerman and William 

Robbins. You make Post 501 the “Action Post” for 

getting things done!!! 

    NOTICE; ALL POST OFFICES are open for the 13 

May 2020 Post Election. This is your Post, come and run 

for office. 

    I Thank the following for your donation to the Post: 

Dale Lawton and Carl Hensler for Post roof project.  

Another legionnaire has    (Continued to the right —> ) 

donated to other post items and does not want name listed. 

I thank for the donations. 

     We have started to receive money/tickets for Post 

Sweepstakes. I thank those who replied and still need the 

rest of the members to buy the tickets so our legion pro-

grams can continue.  

    Remember without you the member there will be no 

“ACTION POST”.  Please help your post. 

    Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander 

Auxiliary President’s Message continued from pg 1- 
 

    Our next meat raffle will be on February 22nd, please 

stop by at 3 PM to join in the fun at Tully's on the 

corner or Monona Drive and Broadway.  We are usually 

done by 5:30 PM.   

    Included in this newsletter are the tickets for the 

yearly 501 Sweepstakes, please participate if you can, 

as this is Post 501's biggest fundraiser of the year.  The 

sweepstakes will be drawn after the end of the Birthday 

Dinner on March 21st, 2020.  Save the date for the 

Birthday dinner 3/21/2020, reservations will be needed, 

more info to come.   

    It is going to be another busy year for Auxiliary Unit 

501, I thank you in advance for your participation in our 

many activities that support our veterans and our 

community.   

    Take time to thank a veteran,  

    Peace. 

    Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President 

    608-513-2725 

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 
    Our membership is slowly coming in and reaching 

our goal, thanks to those members who have recently 

paid their dues. 

    We paid our donations for many veteran programs at 

our last meeting, your dues are very important to your 

Unit that we can do that for the veterans.  Thanks to all 

of you that have paid your dues.  If you haven’t 

paid your 2020 dues of $35.00, please pay them as soon 

as possible, your membership will lapse soon and you 

wouldn’t want that. 

    Our Unit welcomes a new member, Linda Scalissi, 

we welcome her to our Unit. 

    Hoping you are staying warm and safe during these 

winter months.   

    If you have any questions about membership, please 

call me at 222-5438. 

    Ellie Paulson, Unit Membership Chairman. 

http://www.legion.org/pufl
http://www.madisonlegionpost501.org


 

 

LEGION MEMBERSHIP 
    We are currently at just over 90% of our 2020 

membership goal. With our goal of 291 members, we 

only have a short ways to go. As a side note, Cmdr. 

Tom would like us to get to 300 members this year 

and I think we can do it. Thanks goes out to all who 

have already renewed and to our new members.  

    If you have not renewed your membership yet for 

the 2020 membership year, now would be a great time 

to do so. National sends out a dues reminders in 

January and February. If you got one and haven’t 

renewed in the last few weeks, please do so now. You 

can pay your dues by mail, online by card at 

www.legion.org by clicking on the “Renew Your 

Membership” box, or at the Post. 

    This newsletter lists several events going on at your 

Post this month. Why not brave the snow and cold and 

come out for a visit and a fun time. As a member it’s 

your Post, make the most of it. 
   If you have a problem paying your dues because of 

financial or health issues please contact me, we can help. 

Also, if you have any questions on your membership, 

contact Cmdr Tom or myself at the Post, or me at home at 

839-1975. 

   Keith Lovell, Membership Chairman  

501 – The Action Post Page 3 

SERVICE OFFICER REPORT 
    Happy New Year Post 501! We are planning and 

preparing for our 2020 Midwinter Conference and 

will be writing blogs during the event. Please check 

out our Facebook page being monitored daily for con-

vention updates. We hope you all had a safe and won-

derful New Year’s Eve and look forward to sharing 

information collected from Midwinter at our member-

ship meetings. We will continue to provide care pack-

age support for our troops who are stationed at For-

ward Operating Base Fenty. Care package pricing 

through USPS will be made available to our executive 

board to provide our post with information. 

    Thank you for your continued support on behalf of 

www.outpost 422.com adopt-a-platoon mission.  

    Bradley Burt, Service Officer 

CONGRATULATION WINNERS 
 

January Breakfast Winner —   Aaron Robbins  
 

January Meeting 50/50 —   Paul Reilly  
 

These drawings are meant to encourage attendance at 

our Breakfast and Post Meetings as well as to give 

something back to those in attendance making 

participation more fun. 

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
    This award is provided to any person that is not a Le-

gionnaire, Sons of the Legion or Auxiliary. This person 

(child under parent supervision) who volunteered during 

the year at Severson-Cairns Post 501. This includes Post 

breakfast, brat fest, garage sales, Post dinners and other 

ways supporting Post 501. This voting by Post legionnaires 

will be as follows: Names will be nominated and written 

on paper sheet, Sgt of Arms gives paper ballot to all 

“Active” members to vote. The Sgt of Arms will tally the 

vote and provide to Commander that there is a winner and 

in sealed envelope and give the name to Post Commander 

for him/her to get brass plate and certificate ready to pre-

sent at Birthday Dinner. Winner to be announced at Birth-

day Dinner and Commander will ensure winner is at Birth-

day Dinner. 

LEGIONNAIRE OF THE YEAR 
 The following criteria and policy are to be published in 

the Post bulletin prior to the selection of Legionnaire of the 

Year and to be read by the Commander at the Meeting be-

fore the vote. 

 A candidate for Legionnaire of the Year should be 

much more than just “A Good Old Boy” at the Legion Post 

Bar. However, it should not be held against any bonafide 

candidates, if one is also a “Good Old Boy.’’ 

 Besides being an outstanding Post member and dedi-

cated Legionnaire, candidates who do exceptional services, 

such as volunteer at the VA Hospital, serve on the Madi-

son Veterans Firing Squad or any other similar service, 

should receive special consideration for such service. 

     At the time of the election, the Post Sergeant Of 

Arms are to distribute secret ballots. After the voting is 

completed they shall gather the ballots and determine the 

winner or in case of a tie, the winners. After the ballots 

have been counted, a motion to destroy the ballots shall be 

entertained by the Commander. It shall be the duty of the 

Sergeant of Arms to keep the results of the balloting a se-

cret. They shall also get the name{s} of the winner{s} in-

scribed on a plate for attaching to the Legionnaire of the 

Year Plaque.       

At the Legion Birthday Dinner, March 21st, at an ap-

propriate time in the program, the Commander shall ask 

the Sergeant of Arms to come forward and they shall then 

announce the name of the winner{s}. As soon as possible 

after the program, the Sergeant of Arms shall attach the 

plate with the winner’s name{s} to the plaque in it’s place 

of honor. 

This award will be voted on at the Post meeting on 12 

February 2019. Please make an effort to be present and 

vote for your Legionnaire of the Year. 

http://www.legion.org/


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gunderson Family since 1922 

Independent and Family Owned 

Department of Defense Authorized Provider 
in the Military Funeral Honors Program 
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HISTORY REPORT  
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk 

 

01 February  -  Four Chaplains Day. 
 

08 February 1943  -  U.S. Troops complete the capture 

            of Guadalcanal from the Japanese. 
 

18 February  -  Presidents Day. 
 

22 February 1942  -  President Roosevelt orders General  

            MacArthur out of the Philippines. 
 

23 February  -  US Flag raised on Iwo Jima Island by  

            US Marines. 
 

24 February  -  Operation Desert Strom from 24 Feb  

            thru 28 Feb 1991. 
 

28 February 1961  -  Vietnam War started. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6010 Cottage Grove Road 

Madison, WI 53718 

Phone : 608-223-0939 

www.metromarket.net 

SWEEPSTAKES TIME AGAIN 
 

    In your January newsletter, the Post sent out sweep-

stakes tickets. I hope you got them, responded and your 

tickets/money was sent to the post. Like I said the 

money from the sweepstakes goes for Veterans Affairs 

& Rehab and Children & Youth program. In April, 

when I present some of these awards, you could come 

with me to see the happy students. School awards go to 

the 11 middle schools and Dane County Govt Day stu-

dents from middle schools; I am always looking for 

help with these. I cannot make all the schools, so I have 

to have school principal give The American Legion 

awards. This is a great way for the students to see us 

Veterans helping them. Funds are also spent on 

R.O.T.C. awards and Veterans in need. Please buy the 

tickets or sell them to relatives or others. If you need 

more, I can get them to you. I say again, the success of 

this program is with us the MEMBERS of the post. Will 

you step up and support this program????? 

    Commander Thomas  

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR DONATION 
    The Post has just been notified that our roof over the 

entrance deck needs immediate attention. 

    This needs attention now to avoid leakage into the 

building. The estimated cost per bids received is 

$7,000.00. Any donation to this project by our Post 

members would be greatly appreciated. 

    Please give what you can.  

    Phil Ingwell, Finance Officer. 

COMING IN MARCH 
 

Mark you calendars for these two BIG Post events -  

(more info next month bulletin) 
 

14 MARCH 

CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE DINNER 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

21 MARCH 

AMERICAN LEGION’S BIRTHDAY,  

PAST COMMANDERS & PRESIDENTS DINNER 

 & 

SWEEPSTAKES DRAWING 

Get you tickets now! 

Visit our Web Page 
www.madisonlegionpost501.org 

 

Did you know that Post 501 is on Facebook. 

American Legion Post 501, Madison, WI 



MILITARY CHAPLAINS, THE UNSUNG HEROES  
 

Dear Legionnaires, 

    As we celebrate, in February, the role of military chaplains, we 

cannot forget why this month is so important to all who serve or have 

served in the military. It is important because it was the sinking of 

the troop carrier Dorchester in the North Atlantic on Feb. 3, 1943 by 

a German U- boat and the unselfish act of four chaplains who gave 

up their life belts and jackets to others who had none.  That act has 

been cited previously in this column.  What I would now like to share 

with you are a couple of lesser known but also heroic efforts that 

typify what unarmed chaplains do when under pressure.  One of these 

actions is from WW I and the other from WW II.  Let’s take a look. 

    William F. Davitt was ordained in 1911 for the Springfield 

Massachusetts Diocese.  As an athlete he played football for the 

College of Holy Cross in Massachusetts.  When the call came for 

military chaplains he volunteered and, by 1918, he was on the front 

lines in France. In August of that year, with a stalemate in the 

trenches, reports came in that forty wounded soldiers were stranded 

in a ravine.  Davitt, under heavy German machine gun fire, led a 

successful rescue party to retrieve the wounded troops.  Barely two 

months later, in October, Chaplain Davitt dashed into no-mans land 

to retrieve, one by one, three wounded soldiers.  This too was done 

under heavy German machine gun fire. A few weeks later, as 

November 11th approached, arrangements were being made for a 

cease fire.  Chaplain Davitt, having packed an American flag in his 

bedroll, brought it to his Commanding Officer to be raised at 11:00 

AM.  At about 9:45AM, while returning to his field office, the 

Germans fired an artillery shell which landed near Chaplain Davitt 

instantly killing him.  To this day the chaplain is honored by granting 

various awards to football players at the College of Holy Cross.  

    It was D-Day, June 6th, 1944 when thousands of troops landed on 

Normandy Beach.  In the air the 101st Airborne Division was paving 

the way for the ground troops.  Among those who parachuted was 

Chaplain Francis Sampson, the chaplain of the 501st Parachute 

Infantry Regiment of the 101st Division.  Landing into a river bed, he 

made his way to a farmhouse where severely wounded GIs were 

being treated.  The area was about to be overrun by German troops.  

The anticipation of death by gunfire was eminent.  When the 

Germans arrived the chaplain was lined up against a wall expecting 

to be killed.  But at that moment a German soldier, a Catholic, 

recognized that his prisoner was a chaplain and he lowered his rifle!  

As the Allies approached and the Germans were routed, Chaplain 

Sampson continued to aid the wounded under continued 

bombardment.  For his actions in treating and evacuating the 

wounded Chaplain Sampson was awarded the Distinguished Service 

Medal, the second highest award for valor.  This chaplain continued 

his work after WW II and was named the 12th Chief of Chaplains of 

the US Army. 

    During this month let us pay tribute to all chaplains who serve the 

spiritual needs of those who serve in the military.  May we continue 

to pray for our deceased and ill Legionnaires and their families. 

    Ray McCool.  Post Chaplain  

     Valentine’s Day month, hooray. Nothing 

but sweet thoughts this month. More people 

buy Valentine cards to give or send than 

any other month of the year. Most of these 

cards are signs of love and letting your 

friends and family members just how much 

you are thinking of them. The most 

important thing in life is to learn how to 

give our love and let it come back to you. 

We can be most thankful that we have so 

many friends and family members that 

deserve receiving a card from us. Take a 

moment and think of everyone who has 

touched your life with dignity, respect and 

love. So have a happy Valentines Day and 

spread the LOVE. 

    I recently delivered a large supply of 

used greeting cards to St. Bernard’s Church 

on Atwood Ave. If you have some old 

greeting cards, the ladies at St. Bernard’s 

remake them and sell them at their craft 

sales. They all go for a good cause. 

    I have been made aware that Irene Hardy 

is in Hospice Care. Irene’s husband was a 

Commander at Post 501. Irene has made 

many crafty items to sell or give away to 

help our Auxiliary. She truly is a special 

lady. She is 96 years old.  Please keep Irene 

in your prayers.  

    Lord, thank you for making me 

worthy to be called your child. Be with us 

God, through all the changes of life. God, 

help me treat others with the same 

kindness and patience you shower on me. 

God remind me of your mercy. Move me 

to show love indiscriminately to others, 

for Jesus sake. Amen  

    Remember, God knows what is more 

important than what people think they 

know.  

    Have Peace, Joy and be Safe. 

    Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain 

    608-422-0100  

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain Legion 501 Chaplain 

 MEAT RAFFLE  

February 22nd  Starting at 3PM  

Tully’s II on Monona Dr. 

All Proceeds go to  
Post & Auxiliary 501. 
Drop in to participate  

or come and enjoy the fun!   



 

 

Severson-Cairns Post No.501 
American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion 
P .O. BOX 14255 

Madison, WI    53708-0255 

 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 

Legion  - $42.00, mail to:  
American Legion Post 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

SAL - $14.00, mail to: 
Sons of the American Legion 
P.O. Box 14255 
Madison WI  53708-0255 
 

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to: 
American Legion Unit 501 
Membership Chairman 
P.O. Box 14343 
Madison WI  53708-0343 
 

Post location: 
105 Dempsey Road, Madison 
 

Post Phone Number: 
608-244-7716 

Moving? 
Please let us know of your  

address change. Call or email us 

at- post501@wipost501.org  

Return Service Requested 

Post 501’s Monthly Comradeship,  

Cards, Coffee and Donuts Get Together  

is scheduled for  

Thursday, February 20th, 
9 AM till Noon. 

All members, veterans and Active/Reserve/National 

Guard service personnel are invited to stop by,  

if only for a few minutes just to say "HI !".  

Moving?    Snow Bird?  
Please let us know of your address change. 

Contact the Post at  608-244-7716 or email us  

of the change at post501@wipost501.org  

Post 501 
Super Bowl Party 

 

Sunday, February 2nd, Game Time. 
 

Food, Fun and More. 
Watch the Game and have a great time with us. 

 

 This is a Fundraiser for Keith Lovell’s Campaign  
for Department Vice Commander.  

Please show your support. 

 

KOSHER DONUTS 

2017, 2018, 2019 
BEST OF MADISON 

GOLD WINNER-BAKERY 
 

1402 REGENT ST. 
608-257-1151 

 
5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD. 

608-416-5544 

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE 


