608-244-7716

Post Email address
post501@wipost501.org

Visit our Web Page
www.madisonlegionpost501.org

Special Points of Interest:

3 December
Dane County Council Meeting,
CANCELLED

9 December
Auxiliary Meeting Cancelled.
Post Meeting will be Virtual,
see Commanders' Column. 7PM.

12 December
Post Breakfast,
CANCELLED

17 December
Post 501 Coffee, Cards & Donuts
CANCELLED

18 December
House Committee Mtg, 8:30AM,
Executive Committee Mtg. 9AM.

19 December
Post 501 Oratorical Contest,
11AM, limited space.

31 December
Post New Years Eve Party,
CANCELLED

9 January
Post Breakfast,
CANCELLED

13 January
No Auxiliary Meeting.
Post Meeting will be Virtual, 7PM.

14-17 January
Department Mid-Winter Conference,
Ho-Chunk Convention Ctr.
TENTITIVE.

30 January
House Committee Mtg, 8:30AM,
Executive Committee Mtg. 9AM
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THE ACTION POST

COMMANDER’'S COLUMN

The current VIRUS restrictions and the spread of the VIRUS forces us to go
to this VIRTUAL system to communicate with you the membership.

The 09 December meeting will be a virtual at 7 PM. We will try to go viral
meeting. Email will be sent with instructions. If you don’t get email on 05
December, I don’t have your email. Call the Post maybe we can do something.

Thank you to the following for your donation to the Post: Dustin Sheridan
snow blower, Michael Sanford and Paul Felton your support to the Post is
appreciated!!!!

WELCOME to the following new members to Post 501: James Boll, Walter
Wartolec, John Hilton, Lamar Williams, Craig Anderson, Robert Kelley,
Raymond Buisker, Darwin Thompson, Richard Robertson and Stanley
Sterling. WELCOME to the Post.

I want to thank all that worked for the last three October Post Brat Fests that
were very good. Thank you, workers Keith Lovell, Becky Lovell, Carol
Sidwell, John Luttig, John Scott, Chris Robbins, Bill Robbins, Ray Boerke,
Phil Ingwell, Jerry Scalisi and the chef Jerry Schultz for your help at the Post.
I ask those who can come to the Post for any event, your support to the Post is
needed. The 07 November VETERAN BRAT FEST (Continued on page 2)

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Merry Christmas everyone at this holiday season I am sending you all
love and blessings on a wonderful start to 2021.

2020 has been a hard year for all of us but we have survived and have set
our sights on a more 'normal' and healthy 2021. Due to COVID-19 we have
not been able to gather and celebrate as we are used to and we have continued
to cancel all events in December. While we would like to see you as we miss
you all it is more important to keep each and every one of us safe at this time.

In honor of Veterans Day Post 501 gave away free brats to all veterans via
drive-thru, as a thank you to all veterans for their service. Unit 501 donated
$500 to Post 501 to purchase the chips and brats given away at the veteran’s
thank you event. This event was a huge success, thank you to the Post for
putting it on.

2020 has been a tough year for all of us, including unit 501 officers. We
have a few unit officer positions that will need to be filled in, I'm reaching out
to ask that if you are interested in helping fill a position at unit 501 please let
me know.

Please stay home and be safe. Don't forget to mask up. Best wishes on a
Peaceful 2021.

Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President
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Commander’s column continued from pg 1-

was very good, with a FREE Brat to every Vet.

If you have not paid your dues, please send them in as
the Post and The American Legion needs you for when
they go and defend your benefits at Washington D. C.
and ask for their support of the Veterans of this country.
The American Legion is the largest Veteran Organization
and is always in the lead for benefits/program for our
Veterans!!!! Please pay your dues now!!!

NOTICE: If you can volunteer to help at the Post, it
would be helpful. Help is needed for Post breakfast in
kitchen and serving. General maintenance (handyman
skills) cutting grass, floor cleaning, general repairs.
Financial skills trade or professional help with the books.
Also, someone to take over the job as Post Sgt of Arms,
Rep for Post Badger Boys State, Dane County Vets
Council as some of the members are getting old. Any
help with events, school awards, Memorial Day poppy
drives, brat fest and Post dinners. This is your Post if we
don’t take care of it, it might be gone. The legion and
other organization are losing Posts because of lack of
members and support.

The American Legion “Operation Comfort Warriors”
Program turns financial donations into gifts for
recovering service members in warrior transition units
across the country and around the world. The gifts help
by providing items not generally covered by the U. S.
Government. One hundred per cent of OCW donations
go toward the purchase of comfort items. Go to
ocw(@legion.org for more details on how the legion
supports our Veterans. If you donate to all the groups
out there asking for money, please check how much of
the money goes for the Veterans. You may be surprised
to see how little goes to veteran, the rest goes for the
group to pay the staff.

The American Legion awards for Law Enforcement,
Firefighter, EMT and Enlisted Guard/Reserve is due to
Post by the end of December 2020, the Post will vote on
candidates in January. If you want to submit someone
contact me quickly.

Remember, without you the members there would be
no “ACTION POST”. Your help and support are
appreciated and needed.

Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP

Just letting you know that we currently have an Aux-
iliary Membership of 69 members, which one
new member this year, Jessica Schmitz. Out of these 69
members, 50 of you have renewed your 2021 dues at
this time. It would be greatly appreciated if those who
have not yet renewed could do this by January
1, 2021. National will be sending out a second renewal
notice to those not yet paid the week of January 15,
2021. Members not paid by that date become expired
and in effect are not longer members until their dues are
received. They are also classed as delinquent and sus-
pended from all membership privileges, which include
voting on Unit business include, holding office, partici-
pation in Unit activities, receipt of member benefits and
all other privileges of member. You may pay your
membership dues at any time after this date.

To prevent this from happening, please pay your dues
as soon as possible.

Also, if you know of anyone who is eligible to be a
member of the Auxiliary, please talk to them about be-
coming a member.

Please all be safe.
Carol Sidwell, Unit 501 Membership Chairman

S.A.L. MEMBERSHIP

Squadron 501 is still at 75% of our membership goal
for the 2021, which is great for this time of the year.
Thank you all who renewed for 2021. We do have some
members who have not renewed for 2021 yet, so I’d ask
you to please send in your membership dues soon. We
can be 100% by the end of the year if you do. Thanks.

S.A.L. membership is open to any male descendant of
a Legionnaire. Membership applications are available at
the Post or by contacting any Post officer.

Keith Lovell, S.A.L. Membership Chairman

Please Visit
www.madisonlegionpostS01.org
for the latest Post event updates.
Also check out the great Picture Gallery!

HISTORY REPORT
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk

Dec 7, 1941 -- Pearl Harbor Day. Thank you to All
WWI11 Vets.

Dec 8, 1941 -- U.S. & Great Britain declare WAR on
Japan.

Dec 13 -- U. S. National Guard Birthday.

Dec 16, 1944 -- Battle of the Bulge in Europe.

Dec 26, 1943 -- U. S. Marines land at Cape Gloucester,
New Britain.



mailto:ocw@legion.org
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LEGION MEMBERSHIP
I’m happy to report that we are at 84% for the 2021
membership year and that’s Great. Thank you all who
have renewed to date.
Renewal notices have been sent out and if you got
one and have not renewed yet, please do so soon.

RENEW ONLINE

Just go to the National website, www.wilegion.org

The Post’s Sweepstakes is coming!!

Starting next month you will be
receiving Sweepstakes tickets along
with the bulletin.

Please participate is you can.

and click on the MEMBERS tab, then select RENEW
MEMBERSHIP. You will need your membership
number off your last membership card. It will be 9
numbers then your last name and hit continue and just
follow the instructions. We will get a notice that you
paid online, and we will send out your 2021
membership card for.

PAID UP FOR LIFE (PUFL)

Also at National’s website you can get information
and a quote for a PUFL membership. go to
www.wilegion.org and click on the MEMBERS tab,
then select PAID UP FOR LIFE.

That website is also a great for information about
The American Legion, our programs and what’s
happening with veteran’s affairs. If you have not been
there yet or even recently, please take some time and
visit it.

As always, if you have a problem paying your dues
because of financial or health issues, please contact
me, we can help. If you have any questions on your
membership, contact Cmdr Tom or myself at the Post,
or me at home at 839-1975.

Keith Lovell, Post Membership Chairman

e B e 5 e B B

* MERRY CHRISTMAS *

Vets stopping in for a
free Brat at Post 501.

Post 501°s
VETERANS FREE
BRAT FEST
Drive Thru
on November 7th
was a great success!
We gave out free Brats
to Veterans and their
Families. Non-Vets from
the community also
stopped in for a free Brat
and made donations to
our programs.


http://www.wilegion.org
http://www.wilegion.org

Page 4

501 — The Action Post

FRONT

Decoration type: screen print

Decoration color: gold on navy/gold, royal
Location: left chest
Size: 4"w
Garment Style #: 229140, 3100

CAN LE~
P’N‘E LE’G_IOJV
POST 501

The Post has two types of Jackets
available for purchase at the Post.
If interested, please call the Post
at 608-244-7716.
Prices vary depending on size and style.

metro <
market

6010 Cottage Grove Road
Madison, WI 53718
Phone : 608-223-0939
www.metromarket.net

BACK

Decoration type: screen print
Decoration color: gold on asst
Location: full back

Size: 10"w

"AMERICAN LEGION
- POST 501
MADISON, WI
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* IN MEMORIUM

Post 501 extends its condolences to the family of;

*

*

: Donald Krause 31 yr. PUFL member
* 27 March 2020, Korean Vet
*
*
*
*
*

May he rest in peace with the thanks of a
grateful nation for the services he performed for
our Country and the American Legion.
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UNDERSON

Funeral Home
& Crematory

THE GUNDERSON FAMILY SINCE 1922
INDEPENDENT AND FAMILY OWNED

Department of Defense Authorized Provider
in the Military Funeral Honors Program




Legion 501 Chaplain

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain

CHRISTMAS TIME AND THE AGE OF INNOCENCE
Dear Legionnaires,

What a year this has been! The Covid-19 Pandemic has
changed our lives in too many ways to recite in this column.
If there was any innocence left in us before Covid-19 it was
lost during the months following the outbreak this year.
Many of us lost jobs and struggled with financial issues.
Equally appalling has been the mental state of mind that
came with the retooling of our everyday interactions with
others. Noteworthy was the “social distancing” that followed
and continues today.

Christmas time harkens back to an earlier age when, as
children, our innocence was on display. This can be said of
adults too as we remember with fondness the sense of peace,
the camaraderie of gatherings and a time of good will, even
toward people we may have wronged in some way. Will we
ever achieve that sense of innocence again? I think it is
possible if we look at a few examples of how some people
today have nurtured a pure form of innocence.

From William McGurn, a writer for the Wall Street
Journal, 1 learned that near a town in France there is a small
group of contemplative nuns called the Little Sisters
Disciples of the Lamb. Contemplative means that they
devote their lives to prayer and penance. But there is
something unique about this Order: many of them have
Downs Syndrome, a condition wherein individuals have
varying degrees of mental and/or physical disability. The
able-bodied sisters devote their lives to ensuring that their
fellow sisters with Downs Syndrome can live their
vocations. In their world these women honor and pray to
God in ways that exemplify the purest and most sincere form
possible given their condition. In their own way they
demonstrate a kind of honesty that so many of us have lost.
As your chaplain I can attest to this innocence because for
the final 17 years of my work in education I saw and worked
with mentally and physically handicapped young men and
women including some with Downs Syndrome. Without
exception these individuals had a universal distinction of
being totally honest, trusting, and innocent. This leads me to
one example of an innocent young man who still comes to
mind, even though it goes back over 20 years. His name is
Dennis and for over three years he was my very special
student. Dennis was non-violent, ambulatory and with
assistance could feed himself and attend to basic toiletry
needs. Included among teaching responsibilities I took
Dennis into the community to learn simple vocational tasks.
In short, he was a handful and not above taking a swing at
me. (I only got hit once). Notwithstanding the challenges
suggested above, there was in his eyes an unmistakable look
of innocence. He hid nothing.

Like the Little Sisters Disciples of the Lamb and folks like
Dennis, we can appreciate the innocence that we too >

Our Heavenly Father, we are just completing an
eye opening year of many experiences and
emotions. I hope and pray that everyone has been
following the guidelines in place to work towards an
end to this dilemma. The guidelines are in place to
help in keeping us all safe and secure in our homes
and limited travel needs. We are experiencing this
all together and praying for the Holy Spirit to
comfort us. An Angel said to Mary and the
Shepherds “Fear not, I bring you Joy and Hope that
accompanied the birth of Jesus, not only then but
now and always”. We have an 8 months experience
in our rearview mirror, which included hurt,
confusion, grief, depression and fear, much like the
“40 years wondering in the wilderness” experience
of those fleeing oppression and abuse thousands of
years ago. Our future is an unknown, but we must
look forward with faith and hope for better
tomorrows. There are still challenges ahead but we
can have faith that our Almighty Father will lead us
through this. Everyday that we wake up is another
day we are blessed with to use in serving the Lord.

With Christmas before us, we are reminded that
the birth of our Savior Jesus was to save us all from
our sins. May we all be a blessing to others and
helping others as we are able.

Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks
that in your great mercy and compassion you
allowed your dear Son to become incarnate and
through him redeemed us from sin and eternal
death. Enlighten our hearts by your Holy Spirit
that we may always be thankful for such grace
and be comforted in all trouble and temptation,
and at last, obtain eternal salvation; through
your beloved son, Jesus Christ our Lord who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
true god, now and forever. Amen.

God bless you all and have a very Blessed
Christmas holiday season.

Peace, Joy and be Safe.
Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain
608-422-0100

had at Christmas many years ago. May all of you have
a most blessed Christmas. Let us also pray for our ill
and deceased Legionnaires and their families and
friends.

Ray McCool. Post Chaplain




MEMBERSHIP DUES

Legion -$42.00, mail to:
American Legion Post 501
Membership Chairman
P.O. Box 14255

Madison WI 53708-0255

SAL - $14.00, mail to:

Sons of the American Legion
P.O. Box 14255

Madison W1 53708-0255

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to:
American Legion Unit 501
Membership Chairman
P.O. Box 14343

Madison W1 53708-0343

Post location:
105 Dempsey Road, Madison

Post Phone Number:
608-244-7716
Moving?
Please let us know of your
address change. Call or email us
at- post501@wipost501.org

Severson-Cairns Post No.501
American Legion
American Legion Auxiliary

Sons of the American Legion
P .0. BOX 14255
Madison, WI  53708-0255

Return Service Requested

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE

2017, 2018, 2019
BEST OF MADISON
GOLD WINNER-BAKERY

1402 REGENT ST.
608-257-1151

BAKERY

KOSHER DONUTS

5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD.

608-416-5544

Moving? Snow Bird?
Please let us know of your address change.
Contact the Post at 608-244-7716 or email us
of the change at post501@wipost501.org

We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Bradley M Stepp
Financial Advisor
5950 Seminole Centre Ct
Suite 100

Fitchburg, WI 53711
608-270-9064

www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Member SIPC

Sorry, but due to the COVID-19 virus
the following are cancelled for

December and January.
SATURDAY BREAKFAST.

The monthly Cards, Coffee
and Donuts Get Together.

New Years Eve Party.

We miss seeing our good friends at these fun
events and we are hopeful to be able to see
you all when the restrictions are lifted.

Post and Unit 501 wishes you and your family
the best over this Holliday Season.
Stay careful, safe and well.




