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COMMANDER'S COLUMN

Visit our Web Page
www.madisonlegionpost501.org

Special Points of Interest:

3 April
Brat & Burgers Drive Thru at Post
10 AM—2 PM, Weather Permitting!
105 Dempsey Road, Public Welcome.
10 April
Post Breakfast, CANCELLED
10 April
Brat & Burgers Drive Thru at Post
10 AM—4 PM,
Public Welcome.
14 April
Post Meeting, 7PM,
Virtual & in person at the Post.
17 April
Brat & Burgers Drive Thru at Post
This is a 40&8 and Post 501 Event.

03 April, we will be having a Brat & Burger Drive Thru Event at 105
Dempsey Rd from 10-2 pm. Then on 10 April 2021, we will be having
another Brat & Burger Drive Thru Event at Post 501 from 10-4 pm. Your
support would be nice as your Post needs help and support. If you can help,
call the Post 244-7716. These are fundraisers for the Post to support our
programs.

Our Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner on 13 March, 2021 went very well
and better than last year. I thank you all that supported the Post as the meal
was great. Thanks go out to Rich Ruland, Jerry Schultz, Phil Ingwell, John
Scott, Keith, Sandy and Becky Lovell for the meal prep. Thank you
legionnaires and all those that walked-in for the carry out. Plan to attend next
year!!

Our Birthday Dinner was canceled this year due to Virus. Hope to have it
again next year.

If you have not renewed for 2021, we would still like you to renew, if you
have a problem contact the Post. It would be nice to be 100% in

membership!!!! T want to keep you as members and keep your continuous
years going. To those that do not renew, why can’t you????
(Continued on page 2)

10 AM—4 PM, All Welcome.
17 April

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

115th Wing Thank You Cards, 10AM,
Unit 501 Meeting, 12:30 PM,
Virtual & in person at the Post.

20 April
40&8 Promenade at Post 501, 7PM.

30 April
Post Executive Meeting, 9 AM
**Virtual Meeting™*

1 May
Brat & Burgers Drive Thru at Post
10 AM—4 PM, Post Fundraiser.

8 May
Post Breakfast, CANCELLED.

12 May
Post Meeting & Elections, 7PM,
Virtual & in person at the Post.
Also voting for Legionnaire of the Year
& Volunteer of the Year.
Very important meeting.

Thankfully spring is almost here; the weather is warming up, the sun is
shining bright, and a few things are starting to peek thru, reminding us that
there is hope for new growth again this season. Saying it has been a long
year is a huge understatement. In this last year the world changed
dramatically, and we, as a large society adjusted to ensure the safety of each
of our neighbors. I never expected that wearing a mask would feel such a
normal thing, yet I have a collection that I choose from to match to my outfit
daily. There have been so many changes, but along with those come the
stories of strength, growth, and love. Our own unit has felt the impact that
COVID presented and I truly appreciate the patience you have all
demonstrated with me and each other. For the many of you who have had
health issues in the last year, you continue to be in our thoughts and prayers.
For those who have been able to step in and assist, you have my sincerest
thank you.

We cancelled our February meeting and met on March 17 via Zoom. If
the restrictions on people continue to expand and allow, we will try to meet
in person on April 17" at 12:30PM for our regular April meeting. We will
actually do a hybrid meeting, so individual members (Continued on page 2)
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Commander’s column continued from pg 1-

The monthly coffee and card playing at the Post
was again canceled. Maybe in May we can resume
this event.

Post Elections are set for 12 May 2021 at 7 pm. All
Offices are open to Legionnaires in good standing
paid up. The SAL will be having Election also. If you
are interested in any office, contact the Post for
details. This is your way to run the Post and if you
have ideas, come to Post meeting, so we can hear
them!!!! Please step up and lead.

I as the outgoing Commander am asking the
membership to step up and run for office at your Post.
Openings that need to be filled-Badger Boys Rep,
Service Officer, Post Commander and many others.
The last 6 years have passed really fast as your
Commander.

Legionnaire, your spouse could be member of the
Post 501 Auxiliary Unit 501. They support the
Legionnaires, Girls to Badger Girls State, Poppy
drives, supporting the State Convention and others
fundraisers. Ask your spouse or daughter to join the
Auxiliary. Legionnaires, if your wife is legionnaire,
you can join the Auxiliary. Also, your son can join the
Sons of The American Legion. We have some young
members, so any age can join.

Remember, without you the member, there would

be no ACTION POST!!!
Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander

Auxiliary President’s Message continued from pg 1-

can decide to come to the meeting in person (again subject
to change) or via Zoom. If you do come to the building,
please wear your mask and plan to social distance. You
will be able to either call in via phone or watch via a com-
puter/Smartphone. Please email me at rlov-
ell03@hotmail.com and send me your email address. I will
then send a meeting invite to you via email with the Zoom
information on 4/17/2021. You can begin calling / logging
in at 12:15 PM, so call then in order to get us all logged on
and we'll hope to begin the content of the meeting by 12:30
PM.

We have set up a card workday for Saturday April 17th
from 10AM-Noon to get together and make cards and
write letters to send to the 115 Fighter Wing. Pending
COVID restrictions don't prevent this, please add it to your
calendar now and join us. We will be holding our Unit
meeting immediately after this card event.

The legion will be doing many brat fests this year again,
most being drive thru at Post 501. If you are interested in
helping volunteer at one of these events, please speak with
Commander Tom. There are many options for helping out
and your help would be greatly appreciated. Carol and Re-
becca helped out many times last summer and it was a lot
of fun while still being COVID safe.

Peace.
Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President, 608-513-2725

LEGION MEMBERSHIP

We are currently at 94.85% of our 2021
membership goal. With our goal of 291 members, we
only have 15 memberships to go. Thanks goes out to
all who have already renewed and to our new
members.

With just 15 to go, if you have not renewed your
membership yet for the 2021 membership year, now
would be a great time to do so. You can pay your dues
by mail, at the Post, or online by card at
www.legion.org by clicking on the “Renew” box.

Also if you know of a fellow veteran who you
thank may be eligible to join the legion, ask them
about joining our great organization or get me their
name and number and I’ll be glad to contact them.

If you have any questions on your membership,
contact Cmdr Tom or myself at the Post, or me at
home at 839-1975.

Keith Lovell, Post Membership Chairman

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP

As of 3/3/21 Unit 501 has 62/63 members paid, that is
98.41%. As you may recall, last year Carol took over
membership from Ellie who had done it for the decade
prior. You may have heard that Carol had a major medical
issue recently and she is continuing to fight for her life.
Carol, we send you all our love and hold you close in our
hearts. Please bear with me as I work thru the membership
and figure out where we are going. If you have any mem-
bership questions, please reach out to me and I can assist
you in navigating it.

Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President

HISTORY REPORT
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk

10 April 1942 - The Bataan Death march begins.

18 April 1943 - During WWII, 18 USAAF P-38 planes
shoot down airplane carrying Admiral Yamamota.

18-24 April - National Volunteer Week.

March was Women's History month for The American
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SWEEPSTAKES UPDATE

Post 501 would like to thank those that purchased
the sweepstakes tickets. The names of the WIN-
NERS from the drawing on 27 March 2021 and the
Final Report will both be listed in next month’s (May
2021) newsletter. (This newsletter deadline was well
before the date of the drawing.) A listing of the win-
ners is posted at the Post. Winners will receive their
money by check from Post 501.

Thank you all for your support!!

Commander Thomas
Jerry Schultz
Sweepstakes Committee Chairmen

PUBLIC RELATIONS
by Thomas W. Stolarczyk

The American Legion "Operation Comfort Warri-
ors" turns financial donations into gifts for recover-
ing service members in warrior transition units across
the country and around the world. The gifts help ease
the warrior’s recovery by providing items not gener-
ally covered by the U.S. Government. One hundred
per cent of OCW donations go toward the purchase
of comfort items. Go to ocw@legion.org for more

12 May, the Post will be having Post Elections for
the next year. All Offices are open to Legionnaire
paid up members; The Sons of The American Legion
(SAL) will be having elections also. This is your way
to be involved in the running of your Post. If you
have ideas, come to Post meeting, so we can hear
them. Please step up and if need info on offices con-
tact the Post.

Post 501 is looking for someone to help in the
kitchen area as some help is needed and also some-
one to assist the finance officer with Post finances
and other Post duties. If interested contact the Post
244-7716.

LEGIONNAIRE OF THE YEAR

The following criteria and policy are to be published in
the Post bulletin prior to the selection of Legionnaire of the
Year and to be read by the Commander at the Meeting be-
fore the vote.

A candidate for Legionnaire of the Year should be much
more than just “A Good Old Boy” at the Legion Post Bar.
However, it should not be held against any bonafide candi-
dates, if one is also a “Good Old Boy.”’

Besides being an outstanding Post member and dedicated
Legionnaire, candidates who do exceptional services, such
as volunteer at the VA Hospital, serve on the Madison Vet-
erans Firing Squad or any other similar service, should re-
ceive special consideration for such service.

At the time of the election, the Post Sergeant Of Arms
are to distribute secret ballots. After the voting is completed
they shall gather the ballots and determine the winner or in
case of a tie, the winners. After the ballots have been
counted, a motion to destroy the ballots shall be entertained
by the Commander. It shall be the duty of the Sergeant of
Arms to keep the results of the balloting a secret. They shall
also get the name{s} of the winner{s} inscribed on a plate
for attaching to the Legionnaire of the Year Plaque.

Normally the winner{s} of this award is announced at
the Legion Birthday Dinner, however this year due to the
COVID-19 virus the dinner was cancelled. Instead the win-
ner{s} will be announced at our 12 May 2021 regular Post
meeting. As soon as possible after the meeting, the Sergeant
of Arms shall attach the plate with the winner’s name{s} to
the plaque in it’s place of honor.

This award will be voted on at the Post meeting on 14
April 2021. Please make an effort to be present and vote for
your Legionnaire of the Year.

S.A.L. MEMBERSHIP

Congratulations Squadron 501, we are at 115%
membership for the 2021. Thank you all who
renewed for 2021 and to our new members.

We are always looking for new S.A.L. members.
Membership is open to any male descendant of a
Legionnaire, or a descendant of a deceased veteran
who would have been eligible for membership in the
Legion. Membership applications are available at the
Post or by contacting any Post officer.

Keith Lovell, S.A.L. Membership Chairman

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

This award is provided to any person that is not a Legion-
naire, Sons of the Legion or Auxiliary. This person (child
under parent supervision) who volunteered during the year
at Severson-Cairns Post 501. This includes Post breakfast,
brat fest, garage sales, Post dinners and other ways support-
ing Post 501. This voting by Post legionnaires will be as
follows: Names will be nominated and written on paper
sheet, Sgt of Arms gives paper ballot to all “Active” mem-
bers to vote. The Sgt of Arms will tally the vote and provide
to Commander that there is a winner and in sealed envelope
and give the name to Post Commander for him/her to get
brass plate and certificate ready to announce and present at
our 12 May 2021 regular Post meeting.

This award will be voted on at the Post meeting on 14
April 2021.
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100 MILES OF HOPE- 2021 CHALLENGE ** BRAT & BURGER EVENTS **

Registration is open now! The actual challenge offi-
cially begins April 1 and concludes Sept. 6, about 160
days — more time to engage in wellness activities and
support The American Legion Veterans & Children

Foundation (V&CEF).

Who benefits from those donations to the Veterans &
Children Foundation.? Answer: The foundation began April 3, 10 AM-2PM.
in 1925 and since then has provided more than $30 mil- April 10,17, 10 AM -4 PM.
lion in financial assistance to disabled veterans and May 1, 10 AM-4 PM.
military families in need. The V&CF covers training for All Weather Permitting!

accredited American Legion service officers who assist
all veterans, at no charge, with their VA benefits and
claims. Additionally, the foundation funds the Legion’s
Temporary Financial Assistance program, which deliv- Public Welcome.
ers grants to military families with financial needs.
Please think about making this a Post/Family event. . . R
Learn more about the 100 Miles for Hope Challenge Veterans Cl’lSlS Llne
and Register at https://www.legion.org/100mile

Come join us for Brats, Hamburgers and Hot Dogs
at our Drive-Thru Service, 105 Dempsey Rd.

1-800-273-8255 PRESS 1

DEPARTMENT STANDING COMMITTEE Confidential crisis chat at-
Think about your training, education, careers; how VeteransCrisisLine.net
can you use them to move the mission of The American Or text to 838255

Legion, Department of Wisconsin forward? Annually,
the newly elected Department Commander is looking
for talented individuals to sit on the many Department 2 e ke e ke ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ke ke sk ke sk ke ok ok ok ok ok ok
Committees. There is a wide variety of committees to IN MEMORIUM *x
choose from. Post 501 extends its condolences to the family of;

For information on all these committees go to
www.wilegion.org click 'Get Connected' and then Com-
mittees & Commissions to learn more about the com-
mittee. If you are interested in applying for a position on
any of the committees and commissions fill out the Ap-
plication and return it to our District Commander or
contact the Post and we will forward it for you.

Eugene M. Sturdevant 16-year member
19 May 2020 WWII Vet

grateful nation for the services he performed for
our Country and the American Legion.
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May he rest in peace with the thanks of a :
*
*
*
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g
met ro,@ %J UNDERSON
ma rket Funeral Home

6010 Cottage Grove Road 6‘99 C'Te ma tOT:y

Madis.on, WI 53718 THE GUNDERSON FAMILY SINCE 1922
Phone : 608-223-0939 INDEPENDENT AND FAMILY OWNED

www.metromarket.net Department of Defense Authorized Provider
in the Military Funeral Honors Program




Legion 501 Chaplain

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain

THE 1619 PROJECT: WHAT’S THIS ALL ABOUT?

Dear Legionnaires,

I’'m begging your indulgence by departing from what chaplains
are supposed to write about regarding the spiritual well-being of
we Legionnaires I do this because the topic today has important
implications about how we came to be the United States of
America. About 2 years ago the New York Times Magazine
introduced a program called the 1619 Project in its magazine. It
was timed to recognize the 400™ anniversary of the arrival of the
first enslaved Africans in the Virginia Colony in 1619. This
project has sparked so much controversy that it is worth a look.

The basic idea behind the 1619 Project is to challenge the
concept that the history of the United States began in 1776 with
the Declaration of Independence. To promote their idea the Times
invited various writers to submit essays, poems and other works
that would support their Project. Subsequent magazine issues
came up with themes demonstrating negative aspects of America’s
early history down to the present. Here are a few examples of
what is being suggested in writers’ essays: ‘American Capitalism
is Brutal. You Can Trace That to the Plantations;” “Why
Americas’ Prisons Owe Their Cruelty to Slavery”; “How
Americas’ Vast Racial Gap Grew by Plunder”; Another essay
argues that slavery has shaped modern capitalism and workplace
norms.  Still another essay draws some parallels between
proslavery politics and modern right-wing politics. From these
few samples we get the idea that our history has primarily been
shaped by the early, regrettably unfortunate, history of slavery in
this land. Many notable historians have taken issue with this way
of viewing our history to the exclusion of the larger framework of
our past.

Why should we care about the 1619 Project? Because there is a
movement in place to rewrite how our history is taught in schools.
More on that later. A number of prominent historians have taken
issue with the Project by suggesting cynicism for its handling of
the American Revolution, the Civil War, and even debasing
Abraham Lincoln. Some leading historians have sent letters to the
Times noting the framing of the Project in a way that displaces fact
with ideology. Other critics have objected to the “1619 Project’s”
intent to connect everything with slavery. In short, they object to
misrepresenting the founding era of our history. Even a number of
high profile politicians have criticized the Project as brainwashing.

To summarize the impact that the “1619 Project” has on
education, the 7imes is making and distributing lesson plans
online or in print, and even arranging for speakers to talk to
students from grade school to college. Why should we be
concerned? Presenting a one-sided view of our history can only
have bad results for generations who will carry on our unique
history anchored in our founding documents.

May we continue to pray for our ill and deceased Legionnaires
and their family and friends.

Ray McCool, Post Chaplain

He has risen, He has risen Indeed. These
are the opening words spoken at church on
Easter Sunday in the Christian Church. It
reminds us of the joyous news we celebrate at
Easter, that Jesus’s death was not in vain and
that he had the power from his Father to
overcome death. It allows us share in this
incredible truth with each other when we say
He has Risen, He has Risen Indeed! The
resurrection of Christ gives us hope for
salvation and favor for our resurrection into
eternal life. May we live in Peace and Rest
with the Lord’s approval. God Bless us all!!

This month we celebrate April Fool’s Day,
Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Easter and Earth
Day These days keep us motivated to renew
ourselves with God in our lives and as
Christians. Lift up the Cross.

Get well wishes and prayers go out to
Auxiliary member and Past Unit President,
Carol Sidwell, who is struggling with health
issues and is hospitalized. Cards may be sent
to her home address. Her son Jeff will take all
mail to her in the hospital. Presently, other
than family, there is no wvisitation. Her
address: 225 Tamarack Dr. Apt. 1, Lake
Mills, WI 53551.

The Light of the World knows no power
failure. May the glory and the promise of
this joyous time of year bring peace and
happiness to you and those you hold most
dear. May Christ, Our Risen Savior,
always be there by your side to bless you
most abundantly and be your loving guide
forever. Amen.

Enjoy the holiday and have Blessed Easter.

Have Joy, Love and Peace in our hearts no
matter what happens in life.

Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain

608-422-0100

HAPPY \Q

X lﬂj EASTER \/\

EASTER April 4th = \(gj;)\
Please Visit

www.madisonlegionpost501.org
for the latest Post updates,
information and photos.




MEMBERSHIP DUES

Legion -$42.00, mail to:
American Legion Post 501
Membership Chairman
P.O. Box 14255

Madison WI 53708-0255

SAL - $14.00, mail to:

Sons of the American Legion
P.O. Box 14255

Madison W1 53708-0255

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to:
American Legion Unit 501
Membership Chairman
P.O. Box 14343

Madison W1 53708-0343

Post location:
105 Dempsey Road, Madison

Post Phone Number:
608-244-7716
Moving?
Please let us know of your
address change. Call or email us
at- post501@wipost501.org

Severson-Cairns Post No.501
American Legion
American Legion Auxiliary

Sons of the American Legion
P .0. BOX 14255
Madison, WI  53708-0255

Return Service Requested

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE

2017, 2018, 2019, 2020
BEST OF MADISON
GOLD WINNER-BAKERY

1402 REGENT ST.
608-257-1151

BAKERY

KOSHER DONUTS

5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD.

608-416-5544

Moving? Snow Bird?
Please let us know of your address change.
Contact the Post at 608-244-7716 or email us
of the change at post501@wipost501.org

Please Visit
www.madisonlegionpostS01.org
for the latest Post event updates.

We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Bradley M Stepp
Financial Advisor
5950 Seminole Centre Ct
Suite 100

Fitchburg, WI 53711
608-270-9064

www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Member SIPC

Sorry, but due to the COVID-19 virus
the following are cancelled again for
April.

SATURDAY BREAKFAST.

The monthly Cards, Coffee
and Donuts Get Together.

Stay careful, safe and well.

Visit the Wisconsin American Legion Website
at www.wilegion.org




