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CORONAVIRUS THREAT: THE HEALTH THREAT HAS CAUSED THE
Visit our Web Page FOLLOWING EVENTS TO BE CANCELED.

www.madisonlegionpost501.org | >g MARCH 2020 POST EXECUTIVE MEETING

04 APRIL 2020 BRAT FEST AT METRO MARKET

08 APRIL 2020 POST 501 MONTHLY MEETING

11 APRIL 2020 POST 501 MONTHLY BREAKFAST

16 APRIL 2020 MONTHLY COFFEE AND CARDS PLAYING
IF ANYTHING CHANGES, EMAIL WILL BE SENT OUT TO ALL.

Our Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner went very well and better than last

year. I thank you all that supported the post as the meal was great. Thanks go

Special Points of Interest:

For Public Health reasons, all events
are subject to being Canceled or
Postponed. Please check your email for
updates or contact the Post first.

04 April
CANCELED Brat Fest at Metro Market
CANCELED Meat Raffle at Tully’s

08 April . out to Rich and Dave Ruland, Jerry Schultz, Christine and William Robbins,
CANCELED Post & Unit Meeting . .
11 April Eric Beuerman, John Scott, Keith, Sandy and Becky Lovell for the meal prep
CANCELED Post Breakfast and dining room help. Plan to attend next year!!
16 April Our 21 March Birthday Dinner had to be CANCELED due to the virus
CANCELED Cards & Coffee threat. However the Sweepstakes drawing did happen (Continued on page 2)
18 April
CANCELED Meat Raffle at Tully’s
21 Apri ’ PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
4088 Pos.t 501 It is amazing how quickly our world can change in such little time, 7 days
23 April ago was different than today. We are one community, and we all have to do
Dane County Meeting, . .
Post 360 Waunakee our part to keep our world safe for every single person. I am saying a prayer
24 April that each of you are healthy and stay that way. If you are sick, please stay
Executive Committee Mtg. at 9AM. inside. If you are not sick, please stay inside. Your act of staying inside and
25 April social distancing yourself (minimum 6 feet) is what will help our world defeat
MAY CANCEL COVID19. If you need help for anything, please call 211 and they can

Brat Fest at Metro Market
6010 Cottage Grove Rd from 10-3 pm.
25 April
3rd District Spring Conference
At Post 214 Darlington, WI.

connect you to the most appropriate resources. Please, wash your hands and
be well.

Due to COVID19 we were unable to have our Birthday/Past Commander/
Past President dinner, we will let you know when we plan to reschedule. We

02 May did hold the sweepstakes drawing as scheduled and the winners are listed
Meat Raffle TuIIy(’)szl\'/\lnoan;Jna Drive 3-5pm = | e]sewhere in this newsletter. Congratulations to all of the winners and thank

you to all who participated to this great fundraiser.
Also, due to COVID19, the Auxiliary Unit 501 monthly meeting originally

Brat Fest at Metro Market
6010 Cottage Grove Rd, 10am-3 pm.

09 May scheduled for April 8th is CANCELLED. We will determine about our May
Post Breakfast 730-11 am meeting at a later day, check next months bulletin. In addition, our meat
13 May raffle's at Tully’s are cancelled and we will determine the next one based upon

Post & Unit Meeting & Elections, 7pm the state of our community and public health recommendations on businesses

being open. (Continued on page 2)
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Commander’s column continued from pg 1-

that evening at the Post at 8PM on 21 March 2020 as
planned. Winners were noted and checks were sent out to
winners (see Sweepstakes Update article for the
Winners). That evening I was also pleased to announce
the winner of the Dave Promerke Volunteer-of-the-Year
award as Barb Johnson and Legionnaire-of-the-Year
award as Jerrold Schultz.

Thank you for donations to post from Richard Pirkl &
George McIntyre for Roof Project, Robert Umberger
Building Mortgage-Thanks!!!!

If you have not renewed for 2020, we would still like
you to renew, if you have a problem contact the post. It
would be nice to be 100% in membership!!!! 1 want to
keep you as members and keep your continuous years
going. To those that do not renew, why can’t you????

Post Elections are set for 13 May 2020 at 7 pm. Please
let me know if you want to run for office before 13 MAY
2020. If medical threat is still in effect, I may postpone
or have post or email voting. All Offices are open to
Legionnaires in good standing paid up. The SAL will be
having Election also. If you are interested in any office,
contact the post for details. This is your way to run the
post and if you have ideas, come to post meeting, so we
can hear them!!!! Please step up and lead.

The American Legion Amateur Radio Club
(TALARC) 1s open to all licensed amateur radio
operators who are members of The American Legion,
The American Legion Auxiliary or Sons of The
American Legion. Club membership is free. If interested,
contact Keith Lovell or visit www.legion.org/hamradio.

Special Thanks to Keith Lovell, Jerrold Schultz and
John Scott for all the work done in the kitchen and other
areas of the Post.

Without you the member there is “No Action Post”.

Thomas W. Stolarczyk, Post 501 Commander

Auxiliary President’s Message continued from pg 1-

Unit 501 Auxiliary met in March for our regular
meeting. Post 501 held another successful Corned Beef
and Cabbage dinner on March 14th. I'd like to say
congratulations to Christina Lovell and Paul Newquist
on their engagement that occurred at this dinner.

Thank you for following social distancing. It truly is
making a difference. Praying that the next few months
we all take care of ourselves and each other. Be well.

Peace.

Rebecca Lovell, Unit 501 President

608-513-2725

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP

I hope everyone in your family is healthy and well.

We are all in this together. We need to be patient and
help others as needed. We are the veterans fighting the
Coronavirus and we will win! Praying and hoping it will
end soon.

We still have a few memberships for 2020 that aren’t
paid, please pay these past due memberships now if you
want to continue to be a member.

Take care and stay healthy.

Ellie Paulson, Unit Membership Chairman.

Visit our Web Page
www.madisonlegionpost501.org

HISTORY REPORT
By Thomas W. Stolarczyk

10 April 1942 - The Bataan Death march begins.

18 April 1943 - 18 USAAF P-38 planes shoot down
airplane carrying Admiral Yamamota,

12-18 April - National Volunteer Week.

March was Women's History month for The American

PUBLIC RELATIONS
by Thomas W. Stolarczyk

The American Legion "Operation Comfort Warriors"
turns financial donations into gifts for recovering service
members in warrior transition units across the country
and around the world. The gifts help ease the warrior’s
recovery by providing items not generally covered by
the U.S. Government. One hundred per cent of OCW
donations go toward the purchase of comfort items. Go
to ocw@legion.org for more details the legion support-

13 May, the post will be having Post Elections for the
next year. Let the post know if you want to run for office
by 13 May. All Offices are open to Legionnaire paid up
members; The Sons of The American Legion (SAL) will
be having elections also. This is your way to be involved
in the running of your post. If you have ideas, come to
post meeting, so we can hear them. Please step up and if
need info on offices contact the post.

Post 501 is looking for someone to help in the kitchen
area as needed and also someone to assist with jobs
around the Post. If interested contact the post 244-7716.

Did you know that Post 501 is on Facebook.
American Legion Post 501, Madison, WI



mailto:ocw@legion.org
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SERVICE OFFICER REPORT

Greetings Post 501. I certainly hope you are all well.
We are continuously posting updates on our Facebook
page from our National Commander who is addressing
the recent concerns affecting our members with the
COVID-19 situation. The Post Service Officer cares for
all who are afflicted with crisis and hospitalization. Un-
fortunately, being homebound does not allow for our of-
ficers to interact with our members face-to-face. I en-
courage all who are homebound to continue to check-in
on our Facebook page. We can connect and interact to
share concerns. Please continue to check-in on our web-
site as well. You <can do so at
www.madisonlegionpost501.org. We have a link to our
Facebook on our website by clicking on the Facebook
icon towards the bottom of the homepage next to “Visit
us on Facebook.” We monitor our inbox daily.

Bradley Burt, Service Officer

S.A.L. MEMBERSHIP

Thanks to all that have renewed their membership for
2020 and a big welcome to our new members. Your
memberships have put us over-the-top to 111% of our
goal. Great job guys.

There is no meeting this month, April, but the May
Post meeting will bring elections we can also elect our
S.A.L. officers then. Please consider getting involved.

“Sons of the American Legion” membership is open to
any male descendant of either a Legionnaire or of a de-
ceased veteran who would have been eligible for The
American Legion. Membership applications are available
at the Post or by contacting any Post officer.

Keith Lovell, S.A.L. Membership Chairman

The American Legion, Department of Wisconsin was char-
tered on August 1, 1920. There are currently over 500 Ameri-
can Legion Posts located throughout the state, comprised of
over 50,000 members. The Posts are grouped by individual
Counties, the Counties by Districts (12 Districts), and the Dis-
tricts under the Department (state). Each of the levels, includ-
ing the Department, has committees devoted to Americanism,
communication, community service, youth activities, volun-
teerism, legislative and religious matters, veterans rehabilita-
tion, and more.

The American Legion members contribute significantly to
their individual communities. Members give many thousands
of pints of blood each year and donate generously by way of
scholarships, community projects, emergency aid and youth
activities. Many of the individual Posts have a clubhouse,
which is used by the community as well as for the Posts’ func-
tions.

LEGION MEMBERSHIP

I’m happy to report that we are at 93% our goal of 291
members for the 2020 year. That’s just 21 members to
go. Thank You to all who have renewed to date and to all
of our new members.

We do still have members who have not renewed for
2020. If you recently have gotten a renewal notice, or if
you check your membership card and it’s not for 2020,
please renew today or contact us, we don’t want to lose
you. You can pay your dues by mail, online by card at
www.legion.org by clicking on the “Renew Your
Membership” box, or drop it off at the Post.

If you have a problem paying your dues because of
financial or health issues please contact me, we can help.
Also, if you have any questions on your membership,
contact Cmdr Tom or myself at the Post, or me at home
at 839-1975.

Membership is the lifeblood of any organization,
including the Legion. Knowing this inspired anther one
of members to write the article below mine.

Keith Lovell, Membership Chairman

THOUGHTS ON MEMBERSHIP

Fellow Legionnaires, for God and Country we serve,
in uniform or as Legionnaires, In time of serious trauma
in our country, we now more than ever, need to come
together as one for the good of ourselves and others. The
appeal for renewing membership is always constant,
however, now is the time to show our colors and support
for our Legion Post. The old saying "Now is the time to
come to the aid of our country" seems quite appropriate
in this time when stress and fear abound.

Helen Keller, whom I believe you all may have heard
of once said at a 1925 convention,
ALONE WE CAN DO SO LITTLE, TOGETHER WE
CAN DO SO MUCH". Together as a whole Legion Post,
we can do so much. Please consider renewing your 2020
membership now if you haven't already.

Submitted by a Legion Post 501 member

CONGRATULATION WINNERS

January Breakfast Winner — Dan McCool
January Meeting 50/50 — Charles Knipp

These drawings are meant to encourage attendance at
our Breakfast and Post Meetings as well as to give
something back to those in attendance making
participation more fun.



http://www.legion.org/
http://www.madisonlegionpost501.org
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NATIONAL VETERANS GOLDEN AGE GAMES

The 34th Annual National Veterans Golden Age
Games will be held in Madison this year, June 22™ thru
27" at the Veterans Memorial Coliseum.

The National Veterans Golden Age Games
(NVGAG) is a premier senior adaptive rehabilitation
program in the United States, and the only national
multi-event sports and recreational seniors’ competition
program designed to improve the quality of life for all
older Veterans, including those with a wide range of
abilities and disabilities. The VA challenges and en-
courages senior Veterans to be proactive in embracing a
healthier lifestyle, thus achieving the NVGAG “Fitness
for Life” motto.

The weeklong event is open to Veterans, ages 55 or
older, who receive health care from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

Unfortunately registration is now closed as we have
reached our maximum capacity of athletes. There was a
record number of 1,200 applications from 49 states in a
record 2 %2 hours.

However volunteers staff is needed to help cover the
2,000 volunteer shifts, as well as spectators to show en-
couragement to the athletes. Anyone can volunteer to
help with the different events.

For more information, contact NVGAG Local Orga-
nizing Coordinator: Joe Naylor, 608-256-1901, ext-
11494 or joseph.maylor@va.gov

For more information on the games including a sched-
ule of events, go to https://www.blogs.va.gov/nvspse/
national-veterans-golden-age-games/ or just Google—
Golden Age Games.

SWEEPSTAKES UPDATE
2020 Sweepstakes Winners

Post 501 would like to thank those that purchased
the sweepstakes tickets.

The names listed are the WINNERS from the draw-
ing on 21 March 20:

1- $600. Ken Hanson, Stoughton, WI
2- $300. Saranne Strain, Madison, W1
3-$100. Richard Swangstu, Madison, WI
4-$50.  Oscar Dahl, Madison, WI
5-$50.  Wayman Smith, Rogersville, TN
6- $50.  Carl Lentz, Madison, W1
7-$50.  Michael Ely, Madison, WI
8- $25.  David Johns, Middleton, WI
9-$25.  Ivy Yttri, Montello, WI
10- $25.  Edward Burke, Madison, W1
11-$25.  Joe Belisle, Madison, W1

Winners will receive money in check from Post 501.

Final Report will be posted in May 2020 newsletter.
Thank you for your support.
CDR Thomas & Jerry Schultz.

Our Post’s Memorial Hall is available free of charge
to members in times of a family loss.
Contact the Club at 244-7716 for details.

metrocs
market

6010 Cottage Grove Road
Madison, WI 53718
Phone : 608-223-0939
www.metromarket.net

1,8.2.2.2.0.0.0.0.0.0.6.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.8.8.1
IN MEMORIUM

Post 501 extends its condolences
to the family of;

Charles Schluter, 21 year member,
16 February 2020, Vietnam Veteran

May he rest in peace with the thanks of a
grateful nation for the services he performed for
our Country and the American Legion.

1,2.8.0.2.8.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0 ¢

26 26 26 26 26 26 2 2 2 2 - X

226 26 26 2 2 2 2 2 X - X%

UNDERSON

Funeral Home
& Crematory

THE GUNDERSON FAMILY SINCE 1922
INDEPENDENT AND FAMILY OWNED

Department of Defense Authorized Provider
in the Military Funeral Honors Program
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Legion 501 Chaplain

Auxiliary 501 Chaplain

WHY PEOPLE LEAVE THE CHURCH

Dear Legionnaires

Now that we are full steam ahead into the 21* century there are some
fundamental changes worth noting. During the 1980s and ‘90s it was
observed that in Europe there was a mass exodus of people from
established churches. Writers of that time suggested that such a
phenomenon would never occur in the U.S. Wrong! Polls are showing
that fewer Americans are attending church. Research from both Pew
and Gallup polls indicate that fewer than 37 per cent if Americans
attend weekly services. This compares to a generation ago when one
day was traditionally set aside for God. While time for clubs, scouts and
other activities were a part of one’s life, Sunday or one other day was
sacred and set aside for God. The world has become more complicated.
That fact seems to have cancelled out time for God. Let’s examine
some of the factors that have rearranged our priorities.

I would submit four observations that may help to explain this
diminishing influence of religion in people’s lives: the belief that
1. The church is not relevant
2. Distractions
3. Addictions
4. Compulsive behaviors

Some say that the church is not relevant today, that it doesn’t meet
their needs and that they don’t feel connected to its to its members.
Some suggest that churches, at least some, are judgmental. Others argue
that they disagree with their pastors or church on social or political
issues.. Younger members lose contact with their church when they
move on to college or to another community.

Another factor that may keep folks away from church is distractions.
Key among these is the advent of the internet cell phones and the many
applications that go with these devices. This is especially relevant with
the young, but it crosses the age spectrum. This leads us right into the
pattern of addictive behaviors. We associate addiction with the use of
opiates. Federal studies tell us that over the past twenty years, 400,000
or more people have died from opiate addiction. But addiction takes
other forms. One of these is the excessive use of smart phones. Even
TV can be considered an addiction. Finally, compulsive behaviors can
be another of those driving forces keeping folks from church. This can
include compulsive buying or gambling.

How can this leaving of the church be rectified? This is an incredibly
difficult topic to address, but here is a thought to consider. For parents,
set an example by being a role model when helping children see the
value that a spiritual life is a part of living. This is just a hint, but a
beginning, of what might help all of us to rearrange our priorities when
it comes to placing God first in our lives.

Remember the words of Calvin Coolidge who wrote that “The
strength of a country is the strength of its religious convictions”.
Finally, an anonymous source wrote that “When men and nations deny
the relationship of man to the divine, then the soil is fertile for the
growth of hatred, injustice, strife and war”.

My we continue to pray for our deceased and ill Legionnaires and
their family and friends.
Ray McCool. Post Chaplain

As we ponder the month of April, 4
things come to mind: First, being April Fools
day, everyone like a good joke pulled on
them. (well maybe not everyone) All in good
fun; Second, Palm Sunday and getting ready
for Good Friday and Easter. The whole
agony of Jesus dying on the Cross and the
joy of Jesus rising again (resurrection) on the
third day (Easter), giving us more faith and
peace, love and joy in our earthly lives. Jesus
died for all our sins, we are blessed by God
and our sins are forgiven. Easter is also a day
to be with family and give thanks for all the
blessings we have received; Third, Spring is
here with all the freshness that comes with it,
no more snow (maybe), flowers and trees
sprouting new growth. Spring always seems
to brighten our lives and gives us a new
beginning also; and Fourth, May you enjoy
life as you focus on all your Blessings and
Love from God.

We offer our sympathies to Irene Hardy’s
family. She was the wife of Past Post 501
Commander, Clarence (Andy). Eileen and
Betty Hardy are her daughters. They both
have many years of service with Unit 501.
Irene passed on March 9, 2020. God bless
her for her 65 years of dedicated service to
the Legion and Unit 501.

Sara Strain is at Meadow Mere assisted
living. Keep her on your mind and send a
“thinking of you” card. The center is on
Burke road.

We are still looking for a Veteran from
King Veterans home for Unit 501 to sponsor.
If anyone knows of Veteran residing at King,
please let us know.

Powerful God, thank you for giving me
daily bread to nourish my body and spirit
so I may serve you. God of Wisdom, thank
you for people who teach with love, about
your love. Saving God, you promise to be
our help in every troubled time. Reveal
your love and peace to us now in this
troubled time for the world with a dread
virus. In Jesus name we pray

Remember, God knows what is more
important than what people think they know.

Have Peace, Joy and be Safe.
Betty Ingwell, Unit 501 Chaplain
608-422-0100




Severson-Cairns Post No.501
MEMBERSHIP DUES American Legion

Legion - $42.00, mail to: American Legion Auxiliary
American Legion’Post 501 Sons of the American Legion

- , P.0. BOX 14255
Membership Chairman Madison, WI 53708-0255
P.O. Box 14255

Madison W1 53708-0255

SAL - $14.00, mail to:

Sons of the American Legion
P.O. Box 14255

Madison W1 53708-0255

Auxiliary - $35.00, mail to:
American Legion Unit 501
Membership Chairman
P.O. Box 14343

Madison W1 53708-0343

Post location:
105 Dempsey Road, Madison

Return Service Requested

Post Phone Number:
608-244-7716
Moving?
Please let us know of your
address change. Call or email us
at- post501@wipost501.org

NOW ON MADISON’S EASTSIDE Moving? Snow Bird?
Please let us know of your address change.
2017, 2018, 2019 Contact the Post at 608-244-7716 or email us
BEST OF MADISON of the change at post501@wipost501.org
GOLD WINNER-BAKERY
R .
BAKERY 1402 REGENT ST. c Post 501°s Monthly Comradeship,
BAKERY 608-257-1151 ards, Coffee and Donuts Get Together.
KOSHER DONUTS Thursday, April 16th,
5225 HIGH CROSSING BLVD.
608-416-5544 Cancelled this Month.

Donuts provided courtesy of Greenbush Bakery.

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

| SATURDAY BREAKFAST |

veterans. Thank you. |. April 11th,
Bradley M Stepp ; Cancelled this Month.
e : MEAT RAFFLES |

! Tully’s 1l on Monona Dr. i

Edward Jones Z April 4th & 18th,

Cancelled this Month.




